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Morale is low . . .indeed very low. . . here 
at the international headquarters and home 
office of Precision Shooting, Inc., as this is 
written. 

About two weeks ago the Board of Direc- 
tors put John Gammuto on a west bound 
train ... complete with his enchanted .17 
rifle . . .and sent him off to the Cactus Clas- 
sic. lt was a touching scene. . . alittle band, 
with a lot of brass, a couple of bass drums 
... Gammuto making a short speech from 
the rear platform of the train . . . the usual for 
such occasions . . . “| promise you to repre- 
sent well the entire PS organization. . .lam 
going there to win, and | expect to win... 
and | will send a telegram as soon as | have 
clinched the ivy wreath of victory”. Several 
PS Directors had tears in their eyes . . . Mrs. 
Gammuto was waving a handkerchief, and 
sobbing softly . . . “Somehow | feel I'll never 
see him again” (she should be so lucky) . . . 
Myles Hollister was standing next to me at 
the time, shaking his head sadly, and saying 
over and over “I don’t know, Dave. . . we’re 
sending the lad out into a vast wilderness 
... the Great American West ... to the 
home of Geronimo and the unruly Apache 
. .. where the deer and the buffalo roam. . . 
and all he’ll have is that little .17 caliber rifle. 
Are we asking too much of the lad, David?” 
Dick Maretzo was standing on the other 
side of me, with sobs racking his body, un- 
able to form words to express the concerns 
... for John. . . that weighed heavily on his 
shoulders. (The reader is reminded that the 
Hollister and the Maretzo impression of Ari- 
zona was formed after they saw John 
Wayne in “Stagecoach” ... and nothing 
has come along since to change their 
minds). 

Well, the train eventually pulled away 
from the station . . . the band struck up “For 
He’s A Jolly Good Fellow” . Mrs. 
Gammuto fell to the ground in a swoon... 
and the PS Board stood there and waved 
until even the keenest of eyes among us (he 
was using a 45X conversion scope) ... 
could no longer see the train. A few minutes 
later there was a mournful whistle from the 
direction that the train had taken ... and 
one of the more dramatic of our fellows . . . 
said ... “I just.looked around ... and he 
was gone”. We filed sadly out of the train 
station ... being careful to walk around 
Mrs. Gammuto (you will recall that she had 
swooned) ... and ... still worrying ... we 
headed for our respective homes. Some of 
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EDITORIAL 


The Two Tyrannies.... 


— You will be judged by others. 


— Things will change. 


us stopped at our church, and lit a candle for 
the bravelad. . . allalonein the Great Ameri- 
can West . . . with just a .17 caliber rifle... 
and Geronimo off the reservation, yet. Oth- 
ers among us, less ethereal perhaps, in- 
stead stopped at a friendly local pub, and si- 
lently lofted a glass to the brave lad. . . and 
another glass ... and another glass yet. 
Several of these eventually staggered home 
some time after midnight, the worse for 
Demon Rum ... barely coherent ... they 
were so concerned about John Gammuto. 
Several of the directors stayed inebriated 
for John’s entire stay at the Cactus Classic 
... they were that concerned about him. 
When wives were moved to protest the in- 
credible volume of the spirits consumption 
... they were tearfully told that this was the 
only way they could drown out their con- 
cerns about John. . . andhislittle .17 caliber 
rifle. Any of our readers who were called by 
the editor's wife during this period, and 
asked “if what the editor had told her was 
true” (that the Cactus Classic was a “month 
long shoot”) | do appreciate your coopera- 
tion and assistance. Now that you know the 
background of the last 30 days (spent griev- 
ing for John, and his little .17 caliber rifle. . . 
and Geronimo off the reservation) you will 
probably understand why last month’s 
issue made no sense at all, rambled a lot, 
most of it was printed upside down, and the 
match reports said things like the winner 
“fired 27 and a half Euber bullets with 68 
grains of flat-base H322”. 

This editorial is written a week after the 
end of the Cactus Classic. Myles Hollister is 
still down at the Western Union office ... 
waiting. About every hour he asks the clerk 
... “Anything come in about ‘grasping the 
ivy wreath of victory’ ”? We’ve had many, 
many calls from others who were at the 
Cactus Classic. We’ve listened politely to 
their tales of their accomplishments in Phoe- 
nix (or was it Peoria?) . .. and we’ve always 
asked... about the lad. . . and his little .17 
caliber rifle. Many of them (shooters can be 
SO cruel) have laughed . . . hollowly, mock- 
ingly. We cannot, dear reader, get a straight 
answer. . . from anyone. We have not heard 
from John. It’s useless calling Mrs. 
Gammuto . . . she’s still in a swoon down at 
the railroad station. Mrs. Hollister keeps 
calling me .. . “David, I’m really concerned 
. .. Myles is still down at the Western Union 
Office . . . | can’t go out and shop, because 
Myles wants me to sit by the phone, in case 


John calls . . . to tell us something or other 
about an ivy crown of victory”. | don’t know 
what to tell her. Maybe I'll go down to the 
pub, and hoist a glass . . . to the brave lad 
and his little .17 caliber rifle. Maybe two 
glasses. 

As | think about this . . . maybe | should 
stop, and pick up Doc Maretzo. Maybe the 
two of us can talk Myles out of that damn 
Western Union station. 


Dateline Friday, March 10th. 

The Board of Directors of Precision 
Shooting Inc. has just been called to an 
emergency meeting . . . ata Western Union 
station, in upstate New York. (The Presi- 
dent of Precision Shooting was reluctant to 
leave what he described as his “duty post”). 
The Western Union manager wasn’t all that 
crazy about our holding a Board meeting in 
his branch, but as we pointed out to him... 
“Hey, Western Union always draws a mixed 
bag, at any time. You wouldn't have a large 
table and a dozen chairs we could use, do 
you?” 

Well, the general tone of the meeting was 
sober (everyone’s sober at these 9:00 AM 
meetings. The 9:00 PM meetings are an en- 
tirely different story). Even grim. (You do re- 
member him, | trust. One of The Brothers 
Grim . . . Even Grim). 

Our Assistant Editor had failed us. And, 
rather than face the music, and appear be- 
fore the assembled Board, and render an 
account of his stewardship .. . he had ap- 
parently gone to earth somewhere (in spy 
novels these things are called a “safe 
house”). And taken the phone off the 
hook. 

The Board was seeing its dream of World 
Domination in 1989 fading rapidly. (What? 
You didn’t know that this was Our Plan... 
for 1989? We’re not a bunch of pikers here, 
kid. We dream Big Dreams at PS Inc.). 
Super Shoot is getting closer . . . although 
of course it’s the Big One that we’ re pointing 
toward (The Strange Duck Invitational, if 
you must ask). Our Assistant Editor has 
failed us. (Increasing hysteria in the room. 
Directors weeping openly, heads buried in 
their arms on the table top. Hell, there were 
even a few of the Western Union people 
sobbing a bit . . . and the manager was run- 
ning around wildly, trying to dry up all the 
teardrops on his nice new table). 

Continued on next page 


EDITORIAL 
Continued 

Finally, after several hours of heated de- 
bate, the good Dr. Richard Maretzo got to 
his feet, and made a fiery speech . . . about 
the loss of our Assistant Editor, and his little 
.17 caliber rifle. “It is important, even critical 
... that one of us must win the heavy var- 
mint class at the Super Shoot this year! 
(Hear, hear!). And after that ... it’s on to 
The Strange Duck Invitational! (The entire 
group on its feet at this point. . . singing. . . 
“Mine eyes have seen the glory, etc., etc.) | 
tell you. . .| have the man for the job . . . in- 
deed he sits among us even now! (Cheers, 
clapping, fist pounding on the table). We 
shall send the Editor. . .and his new .30 cal- 
iber wildcat . . . the Wombat!” (Three hours 
of perfect silence followed). 

Then Myles Hollister got to his feet. “Men, 
my fellow Board members, my friends, and 
my constituents. | just hope that, in some 
day to come, the world of benchrest will look 
back at what PS has done for it. . . in 1989. 


After the 1989 IBS Winter Meeting, the 
editor found himself with a specimen car- 
tridge of the .30 SFG wildcat (see page 4 of 
the March issue). For lack of something bet- 
ter to do with it, | put it on my desk, at work. 


First, we send John Gammuto to the Cactus 
Classic, with a .17 caliber rifle. Now we are 
sending Dave Brennan to the Super Shoot 
with a .30 caliber heavy varmint rifle. Gentle- 
men, gentlemen . . . our finest sons, gentle- 
men. . . the hope of our generation . . . who 
might have gone on to sire strong sons... 
all sacrificed ... for a greater dream.” (At 
this point the Western Union manager 
asked “Say, isn’t that from ‘Lincoln’s letter 
to Mrs. Bixby’?” We told him to stay the 
heck out of our meeting). 

Allie Euber made some speech abut “A 
far better thing than he has ever done... .a 
far better (front) rest he goes to... .”. From 
the manager’s office we could hear faintly 
the words “Tale of Two Cities, Dickens”. 
We ignored him. 

Then the editor got to his feet. No one no- 
ticed. He stood on his chair. He was recog- 
nized by the chairman. “Gentlemen, you do 
me great honor . . . that | should be elected 
to represent this august board at the Super 
Shoot. But, with all proper humility, there 


THE .30 WOMBAT 


Amistake that. . . the more | looked atit, the 
more | liked the darn thing. The only thing | 
didn’t like about it was the usage of the .35 
Remington brass for the basic case. | want- 
ed to use the .30-30 basic case .. . which 


DATE 02/02/88 


print ¢ 30 WOMBAT 
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are men in this room, better shooter than |, 
better men than!...who would do a far bet- 
ter job with a .30 caliber heavy varmint at 
the Super Shoot than I. Gentlemen, | must 
decline this singular honor, but | assure you 
that the memory of what you have offered 
me ...| will treasure all my days”. (Cheers 

. “For he’s a jolly good fellow” etc., 
etc.). 

The Board then voted, 11 to 1, to send 
Brennan to the Super Shoot, with a .30 cali- 
ber heavy varmint rifle ... to regain our 
honor . . . lost with Gammuto’s failure at the 
Cactus Classic. 

And we marched out, singing “Onward 
Christian Soldiers”. 

These Board meetings can sometimes be 
a real strain ... personally, | thought we 
should have sung “Stout Hearted Men” in- 
stead. Maybe, at future Board meetings, we 
should all dress up in red Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police uniforms ... and sing 
“Stout Hearted Men” at the end. I'll have to 
discuss this with Myles ... 


would allow me to use the American brass, 
or the .30-30 brass (| had been wanting to 
try some PMC brass, since | had been hear- 
ing such good things about its quality, and 
PMC does make .30-30 brass). 


RIMMED & BELTED RIFLE 
MIMIMUM CHAMBER 


Then | noted, in the JGS ad in our pages, 
that UGS has a fax machine. That's interest- 
ing, SO does our insurance agency. Hmmm 


Anhour or so later . . . off went a fax mes- 
sage to Keith Francis, at JGS. “I! want the 
.30 SFG, but based on 30-30 brass, not .35 
Remington. Same length, same 30 degree 
shoulder, same neck length”. 

We gave it the name of the .30 Wombat. 
For those who are not familiar with the 
name, the Wombat is a small Australian 
marsupial. 

| told John Gammuto about the .30 Wom- 
bat, and | could tell that he was just about 
green with envy. Hey, what could | do? A 
better man beat him to the punch; it’s as 
simple as that. 

| called Erwin Shinkle about it. While we 
were talking, | could hear Erwin fumbling 
with a dictionary. When we were through 
talking, I'll bet he called Fritz, and then 
Gosziminski ... and dropped . . . casually 
... the word “marsupial” on them. And let 
them fumble around with a dictionary while 
they were talking. 

Then, Fritz and Gosziminski probably 
called a few others . . . armed with this new 
word. We understand that the Bloomsburg, 
Pa. library had 141 calls that day . . . all ask- 
ing what the hell a marsupial was. 


HART 


OLD-FASHIONED QUALITY... 


THE “HART” OF OUR 
BUSINESS 


WE HANDLE BENCHREST 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
OF PROVEN QUALITY. 
Shooters Choice Products 

McMillan “Drop In” Stocks 

Sierra Bullets 
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Federal Match Primers 
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Forster Products 
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L.E. Wilson Products 

Redding 
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Hornady Bullets 

B & L Target Scopes - 24X, 36X, 6X24 
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EPILOGUE 


The editorial having been taken up with 
more weighty matters, we'll toss in a few lit- 
tle gems of knowledge here (to impress you 
with all we know, and convince you to keep 
subscribing). 

First, Glenn Newick (6601 Kirby Way, 
#527, Houston, Texas 77005; phone (713) 
669-0925) is apparently very close to bring- 
ing his book “The Ultimate in Rifle Accura- 
cy” into existance. The book will go over 
80,000 words, and should be a rather 
classy production, with a signed and num- 
bered first edition, hard cover, with a full 
color dust jacket. Price for purchases 
through the mail will be $34.95 plus post- 
age. Glenn hopes to have them ready for the 
Super Shoot, and if he does, the price there 
will be $29.95. Mr. Newick knows whereof 
he speaks, as a frequent IBS record holder, 
and past IBS Nationals champ. In order to 
give you some idea of the style of writing, we 
have twisted Mr. Newick’s arm to allow us 
to print a chapter of the book in this issue. 
We think that you will like it. There is a defi- 
nite need for an updated book on benchrest, 
and it appears as if Mr. Newick is about to fill 
that void. 

Jef Fowler, having tried the world of big 
business and international commerce ... 


and found that he didn’t like it .. . has re- 
turned to full time bullet making, and has re- 
turned to the PS bosom as an advertiser. 
Having had our ears shot off many, many 
times by folks shooting Fowler bullets, we 
can tell you that the gentleman makes a 
good product. 

Don Geraci will be taking a hiatus of about 
six months from both match shooting and 
his shooting accessories business to build a 
new home. Thus you will not see his ad for 
about that period of time in our pages. Heck, 
Don will not even be at the Super Shoot, and 
he’s always done darn well at this match. 
(That’s the story for public consumption. 
There are some unkind souls saying that as 
soon as he heard that the editor was going 
to the Super Shoot with his .30 Wombat, 
Mr. Geraci cobbled together this wild story. 
It will be interesting to see how many more 
top contenders suddenly start “building 
houses” when they hear that | and my Wom- 
bat will be at the Super Shoot). 

Finally, since the main occupation of the 
clubs seems to be switching matches 
around, and driving match chairmen (and 
editors) to drink, we are running a revised 
IBS schedule this month, and will reprint the 
NBRSA schedule next month. Try changing 
a date after that ... we duel at dawn... 
shotguns, at five paces! 
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SAKO Premium Brass 


222 Rem. Mag. - 50¢ 
222 Rem - 41¢ 
22-250 - 47¢ 


SPECIAL 
Closeout of Bonanza 
benchrest dies. Many 

Calibers avail- 
able. 


Action Cleaning Tube 
Benchrest Pedestals - 
Comp. or Varmint 


Hart 2 oz. Trigger 
Cotton Flannel Cleaning Patches 
Brass Core Wire Brushes, 

Rifle & Pistol 


FREE CATALOG 
Mailed catalog - 
send $1.25 for postage 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome — 
Send certified copy of 


Federal Firearms License for dealer prices. 


ROBERT W. HART and SON, INC. 


401 MONTGOMERY ST. 
NESCOPECK, PENNSYLVANIA 18635 


(717) 752-3655 


Editor: This letter, addressed to our big 
bore columnist, Bud Salyer, was passed 
along to us by Bud, with a short note to the 
effect of “I expect to see Bill Wylde claim 
your $500.00 prize in 1989.” 

Readers are reminded of the $500.00 
prize that PS offered in the August issue 
(page #48, reprinted herewith), and which 
remains in full effect in 1989, for the FIRST 
shooter to come up with a .250 (or smaller) 
range agg at any IBS or NBRSA registered 
match ... with an NRA definition “match 
rifle”, or a semi automatic rifle of U.S. mili- 
tary background (M1, M14, M16). 


Dear Bud, 

Thank you very much for the letter, and 
the concern expressed for what has hap- 
pened to me. 

To be quite truthful, things are moving at 
arather advanced pace for this country boy. 
| made the mistake of counting the rifles that 
are promised for the coming season yester- 
day, and didn’t sleep well at all last night. 
The real problem has been the weather — 


BILL WYLDE 


I’m an experimenter, and the weather has 
been much more suitable for experimenting 
than for staying at the workbench. 

These experiments include an AR-15 in 
-17 Rem., for an upcoming prairie dog hunt, 
an AR-15 in .223 for what has become 
known as the “Brennan Prize”, several 
boltguns for bench shooting this year (I’ve 
got the bug badly!), and a wildcat 7MM for 
the highpower game. 

The .17 & .223 Rem. AR-15s were a pret- 
ty straightforward operation, and both are 
shooting very well, but the bench rifles and 
the 7MM were very different. These rifles re- 
quired special dies, etc., and were anew de- 
parture for me, but things are rocking along 
well here also. In your letter you mentioned 
that rumors were afloat that | had a bench 
rifle that was shooting tiny groups. These 
rumors are true, but did these rumors also 
state that | had to learn to squeeze a two 
ounce trigger in order to obtain those 
groups? This was one hell of a shock! 

One development that will be of interest 
to the .223 shooter, especially those that do 
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Jones PA Dies, Bushings & DeCap Tool 
Kleinendorst Expandiron & Bolt Tools 
Marquart Precision Neck Turning Tool 
Redding Benchrest Micrometer Measure 
Shilen 1-3 Ib. & 2 ounce Triggers 


states & Canada 


NO Shooter’s Choice Cleaner & Grease 

Overseas Sinclair Rod Guides and Clean Kit 

Foreign Orders Tuller Glove Leather Smooth BR bags 
Just U.S. 50 Whitetail Pocket Reamer & Head Cutter 


Wilson Seater, Sizer, Gages & Trimmer 


The Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets on accuracy. 


Vol. 1 $6.00 Vol. 11 $6.00 Vol. Ill $6.00 + 1.00 ea. 1st class 
(all three for $20.00 prepaid FIRST CLASS MAIL) 


Send $1.00 for 16 pages of brochure, prices, news & updates. 


MON - TUE - FRI - SAT 


afternoons best to phone 


no handloading, is the introduction of a 
match load, by both Federal and Reming- 
ton, in that caliber. Federal has chosen the 
69 grain Sierra for their match round, Rem- 
ington has chosen what appears to be a 60 
grain Sierra for theirs, and if these new 
rounds are of the same quality as the .308 
match ammunition produced by these two 
firms, using the 168 Sierra, it should be very 
good indeed. | now have sufficient quanti- 
ties of this commercially loaded (.308 & 
.223) match ammunition to conduct a test 
that has interested me for some time. This 
test will be between an M1A and AR-15 
(service rifle configuration) of known quality, 
from the bench, at 500 yards. | conducted a 
test of this nature last year, but with 
handloads, and an M1A of unknown quality 
(an expensive rig that was double-lugged, 
glass stock, stainless barrel, etc.) — the re- 
sults were somewhat of a surprise. The 
M1A would not begin to group with the 
AR-15 at 500 yards. No doubt the owner of 
both rifles left my range that day with a very 
sick feeling in the pit of his stomach — he 
had one very sick, and very expensive, M1A 
on his hands. 

Now you have heard from me, and I hope 
that you will believe at least a part of it. One 
thing for sure, the coming shooting season 
should be an interesting one. With the right 
rifle (bolt or semi-auto), in the right hands, 
the Brennan Prize will be taken. Of course, 
I’m partial to the sub-caliber pogo-stick, but 
there are some very good magazine fed 
boltguns out there, and unless I’m mistak- 
en, $500.00 is still a pretty good piece of 


change. 
Take care, and keep in touch. 
Bill Wylde 
P.O. Box 261 


Greenup, Ill. 62428 


P.S.1|willhave a report on the above men- 
tioned match ammo when | can get to my 
range. 


RAIHA 
HAND PRIMING TOOL 
‘/ uses RCBS type 
shellholders. 
Adjustable for 
priming depth. 


4.5 inches long. 
Quality materials. 
Write for literature: 
Pend Oreille Sport Shop 
3100 Highway 200 East 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208) 263-2412 
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HIGH POWER 
SHOOTERS 


Precision Shooting Magazine 
goes out onalimb... 
and calls for a chain saw. 


$500.00 PRIZE OFFERED 
DETAILS BELOW 


In recent issues we’ve had a certain number of articles, and letters about hot shooting semi- 
automatic and bolt action high power rifles. 


The time has come to put the folding money on the table, and sort out the wheat from the 
chaff around here (whatever the heck a “chaff” might be . . . heck, it might be a good name 
for a future wildcat ... let’s keep it in mind, men). 


Precision Shooting Inc. (a Panamanian corporation, with international headquarters at Por- 
cupine, South Dakota ... and a usual place of business about one step ahead of a crazed 
lynch mob) is prepared to pay the princely sum of $500.00 (or, five C-notes for our Brooklyn 
readers) to the first shooter who, at an IBS or NBRSA registered match. . .in 1988 or 1989... 
fires a yardage aggregate of .250 or smaller . . .at any regularly contested yardage for which 
records are kept ... for the following types of rifles ... 


1. A semi-automatic rifle of U.S. military background (M1,M14,M16), chambered for 
center fire cartridge of the shooter’s choice. 


2. Abolt action “match rifle” within the NRA accepted definition, chambered for a cen- 
ter fire cartridge in .30 caliber. 


Okay, the gauntlet has been thrown. Or it will be, as soon as we find a gauntlet. Gentlemen, 
start your gauntlets. | mean, engines. 


The editor 
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MERRILL MARTIN 


This edge shows almost double the normal 5.5° helix-angle which is opposite 0° angle side of 
wad. 90° from impact damage. Dear Dave: 


One thing keeps leading to another in this 
search for getting accuracy out of lead or 
jacketed bullets. In fire lapping a Thompson 
Contender 32/20 the other day and study- 
ing the recovered poly-wads, a fact, or piece 
of visual evidence, suddenly made me feel 
really stupid. | must have been blind for a 
few years. 

We can look at something and not really 
see all that is there. We've been looking at 
and photographing wads for years, as you 
know. The wads have been recording all 
kinds of phenomena taking place in the car- 
tridge, such as the flame shock waves hit- 
ting one side of the bullet base. We as- 
sumed that this was causing uneven 
pressure and damage on one side of the bul- 
let, but could not produce proof of this. 

Gravity always has the powder on a par- 
tial load indexed at 6 o'clock, leaving air 
space at 12 o’clock. We had proved this 
conclusion by index-marking all compo- 
nents and noting the results. One thing that 
Normal helix should measure approx. 5.5° for 1-in-10 twist. This edge of wad shows aprox. 0° helix the wads show under the microscope and in 
angle — 90° from impact damage. the photos is the rifling embossed sharply 
around the edges when the gas pressure 
was contained properly and had not blasted 


OPTICAL SERVICES CO. 
AIR GAGE BARRELS 60% POWER INCREASE FOR AMERI- 
FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In CAN MADE TARGET SCOPES, 75$, 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All WEAVER T SCOPE BLUE PRINT 45$, T-6 Turn 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or REDIAPHRAM FOR PARALLAX COR- case 
Finished Turned in standard or target RECTION AND INCREASED RESOLU- necks 
tolerance chambers. TION (BLUE PRINT + 10$), INSTOCK uniform } 
Ask for free data on all our services. LEUPOLD AND WEAVER DOTS 458, ithin y 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. SPECIAL ORDER RETICLES 55$, CUS- wi 
TOM WORK (CALL FOR QUOTE). WE .0001F 
Write to ee a S. with this Marquart Neck Turning Tool pilot 
5 d sf 17 to .30 calib We specialize i 
agar rege: INC. 10236 WOODWAY Rises ae esnserslone Sai CULRIFLED 
= EL PASO, TEXAS 79925 proper eit peo wl ors aaa 


Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


915 592-5338 
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by. A perfect imprint of the bullet base indi- 
cating complete contact on that side of the : 
wad was also reassuring. Our careful pro- + 
duction of cast bullets also produced very 
precise, square and true bases as that is un- 
derstood to be prime requirement for accu- 
racy. Whether nose-pour or base-pour, the 
base must be square with the body. 

Casually observing the edges of the wads 
under the microscope, we were congratu- 
lating ourselves on the fact that the helix 
angle of the rifling could easily be measured 
from the wads if so desired. Then, the other 
night, as | rotated a wad, it suddenly hit me 
like a sledge hammer. One edge of the wad 
rifling marks had a different angle than the 
other side. Now, a mad scramble through 
the box of accumulated and recovered 
wads. Those wads that had impact damage : 
on one side had definite helix angle differ- NEI 169 308 bullet, Wt-190 gr 32/20 case, neck turned, bullet indexed to case — 
ences up to ten full degrees. We now had note marks on case head rim and bullet. 
positive evidence that the base of the bullet 
was tilted from the 12 o’clock shock wave 
impact. Imagine a bullet base tilted 10°as it 
exited the muzzle!! But, why weren’t the 
groups opening up to a disastrous degree? 
The only explanation could be that the dam- 
age is always gravity-related to 12 o’clock 
and indexed the same for every shot. Those 
loads that caused wad damage never gave 
tight groups, but not as bad as they should 
have been according to this new evi- 
dence. 

The old timers were right again — index 
everything in every stage of reloading and 
casting. 

More incentive than ever for a load that 
produces a smooth wad, partial load or 
not. 


hd 


Yours truly, 
Merrill D. Martin 


Index mark thin side of case wall. 


|__| | Accuracy Plus* —> 


BARRELING AND BEDDING SERVICE 
BENCHREST AND HUNTING RIFLES 


ATLANTIC PRECISION, INC. 
Rt. 2, Box 107 Dagsboro, DE 19939 


(302) 537-1600 
Send $2.00 for Photos and Price Lists. 


*The Plus Is Pride * 


Wad powder impact damage 12 o’clock in 
firing position. Gravity related. 
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Dear Dave: 
Re: Responses to “Rich Kayser 
letter” (P.S. Feb. 1989) 

A gunsmith (Don Judd) once told a begin- 
ner regarding the latter’s just built (and first) 
light varmint rig, “It’ll take you two years to 
learn how to shoot!” The neophyte laughed 
and spent the next four years in the struggle 
toward consistent ability. Regarding a “new 
shooter”, any rifle from the hands of one of 
our gunsmiths will be more than Mr. Kayser 
can handle. This point is where the respons- 
es fall short; assuming that Mr. Kayser pos- 
sesses the ability to actually differentiate 
between the accuracy capabilities of a var- 
mint vs. a hunter class rifle. As a group, our 
lack of discussing ability is probably respon- 
sible for our losing more new shooters than 
any other single cause. 

The concept of “being competitive” is 
over emphasized, especially as applied to 
beginning benchrest shooters. Yes, compe- 
tition is the name of the game! However, the 
neophyte, particularly, will enhance his for- 
tunes most by competing against only him- 
self, while ignoring the rest of us. Pushing 
his own limits, setting goals, and measuring 
realistic progress toward these goals, are 
the real keys to his satisfaction and success 
in benchrest shooting. Equipment is not the 
most important link in the beginner’s chain. 
By the time the shooter matures along this 
line, he'll be fortified with the confidence that 
anyone who shoots better than he, de- 
serves to win. 


CASE-GARD' 


ie dl 
or 
RIFLE AMMO 


Whatever his interest, 


the rifle enthusiast will find an MTM CASE-GARD ammo 
box or carrier designed to meet his every need. 


Products offered include 9 round Ammo Wallets for the 
hunter’s pocket; 10 round BUF-10 for the most widely 
used African big game cartridges; belt-carried CASE- 
GARD 20 and Ammo Holster; 20 round Slip Top boxes; 
the original CASE-GARD 50 and 60 series; and 100 
round boxes for the competitive shooter and serious 


plinker . .. plus rimfire carriers. 


For more information see your MTM Dealer. 


MTM Molded Products Company 
P.O. Box 14117 @ Dayton, Ohio 45414 @ (513) 890-7461 


QUALITY in THERMOPLASTICS 
U Muu 
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RANDY ROBINETT 


Mr. Kayser mentions that he currently 
possesses rifles capable of 1/2 min. accura- 
cy — is this 1/2 min. “at best”, or an honest 
average in “good” (calm) or “average” con- 
ditions? If he can average 1/2 min. in “aver- 
age” conditions, Mr. Kayser could learn 
something about wind while shooting his 
present rig; he may be surprised to learn 
(about the time he wears out his second bar- 
rel), that his 1/2 min. rifle was actually capa- 
ble of better than 1/2 min. accuracy. Better, 
Mr. Kayser could have a barrel installed by 
one of our respected gunsmiths, then he'll 
for sure be in possession of a 1/4 min. rifle; 
now, he may wear out only 1 barrel while de- 
veloping his ability to perform at the rifle’s 
potential! Indeed, Mr. Kayser may never be 
able to agg. at or below 1/4 M.O.A. — with 
any rifle. Further, an honest evaluation of 
ability will deflate the ego(s) of all but a paltry 
few. Forget the distinctions between the 
varmint classes and the hunter class; ability 
favors no “class”. 

A gander at the results of the IBS Nation- 
als (P.S., Dec. 1988) should clear some 
heads! Only in one class (heavy varmint), at 
one yardage, did all of the top ten shooters 
agg. under the mythical 1/4 M.O.A. Cast an 
eye on the grand aggs and the multi gun top 
20’s, and “threes” dominate the charts. 
What about the average guy (Yes, there are 
those who support the top 20)? Dig out your 
Dec. P.S. and check it out! How about an 
average of averages — ok? 


Average winning grand agg. 


(all'ClaSS@S): saisins cau samaeee ss 2834 
Average of the top 20 

(4.QUN): sacuideswrngeavnseeays 3400 
Average of the average guy 

(grand agg - allclasses) ....... 4421 


The facts are that those in the top twenty 
in the 4 gun “can shoot”; probably every iota 
as well with any rifle on the line. With gun- 
smiths and technology at their current level, 
there are few lemons at any match. The 
writer has seen “Lemons” squeezed until 
the bitter sweet truth couldn’t be denied; 
when a good shooter puts 15 consecutive 
shots (out of your lemon) into three five-shot 
100 yard groups, the largest of which mea- 
sures .20, turns to you and says, “So what's 
wrong with it?” — you sort of have to swal- 
low something, hopefully your pride. Then 
you can begin to learn how to shoot. The 
pointis this, most of us are incapable of real- 
istically evaluating whether we have a “killer 
rifle’. Unfortunately, the gunsmith cannot 
package ability with our rifles when, near 
the end of our lives, they ship the precious 
tack-driver back to us. 

Two types likely to leave the sport post- 
haste are equipment freaks, albeit freaks of 
a polarized sort. On the north pole, is the 
guy who quits in disgust because money 
talks and wins; the old equipment race 
bullshit. From the southern extremity, hails 
the “spender”; the guy who'll drive his gun- 
smith to balistic idiocy, constantly complain- 
ing about his latest faulty equipment; want- 
ing to know what it will cost to fix it. Either 
way, we all lose. Potential converts need to 
be made aware that, in all probability, they 
are three to five years away from consist- 
ently accepting the winners trophy; skill, self 
discipline and experience make winners. 

Mr. Kayser would learn just as fast by 
building a good hunter rifle (Mr. Hoehn ob- 
jecting of course); switching scopes instead 
of barrels. Actually, Mr. Kayser could see 
.30 cal. bullet holes quite readily at 200 
yards with his B&L cranked up. A fringe ben- 
efit would be field of view — another asset 
to the beginning wind doper. Contrary to the 
opinions of some, a .30 cal. hunter rifle is en- 
tirely capable of outshooting the masses — 
including over 80% of the benchrest com- 
munity. 

After a couple of seasons, Mr. Kayser 
may favor either score or group shooting 
more, and he’d make decisions based on 
solid experience — either way, we'd all win. 
As for Mr. Kayser, he just might have some 
fun and learn how to shoot in the bargain. 

R. G. Robinett 
P.O. Box 72 
Madrid, |A 50156 
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KEN WATERS 


Dear Noted Firearms Editor 

(Editor: In the February issue, page 41, 
the editor threw a tempermental snit at Rick 
Hornbeck’s describing Ken Waters as a 
“noted firearms writer”, when he had never 
referred to yours truly as a “noted firearms 
editor”. We were about to banish the good 
Colonel to the gardening magazine where 
we send our banishees . . . but they told us 
that they already had Gammuto there. . . in 
exile ... and he was QUITE ENOUGH, 
thank you). 


Allow me to be the first to address you 
with proper decorum. Your idea of having 
the several riflesmiths respond to reader 
Rich Kayser’s letter was excellent, | 
thought. Those are the sort of questions 
and answers that should be interesting to 
all, but that new converts to the Benchrest 
sport in particular, will be looking for. 

Can | get a foot in the door and just edge 
into this conversation to express a couple of 
opinions, subjective to be sure, but well in- 
tentioned? 

| agree with most of what Seely Masker 
says in his reply: after all, he’s building me a 
rifle for the 6-SM Wasp, evidence that | have 
a lot of confidence in his ideas as well as his 
abilities as a riflesmith. However, there area 
couple of comments I'd like to make with 
reference to Seely’s list: (1) Because he 
based his recommendations on making a 
Varmint class rifle, he understandably spec- 
ified a glued-in action. If Mr. Kayser opts for 
a Hunter class rifle however, | would think 
pillar bedding would be both less costly and 
more appropriate for a converted 
Remington-700 action, (and Seely is espe- 
cially good at pillar bedding). (2) Seely men- 
tions that the Remington trigger could be re- 
tained, and that’s precisely what I’d do — 
delete that 2-oz. trigger. 

Although not a competitive benchrester, 
much of my testing of rifles and ammunition 
must be done from benchrest, requiring fa- 
miliarity with benchrest shooting tech- 
niques. | certainly wouldn’t advise a 2-oz. 
trigger, especially for a beginner used to 
sporting rifles! A light, clean-breaking trig- 
ger release is necessary, but not one as light 
as 2-ounces. | don’t have one on my present 
benchrest rifle and I’ve told Seely | don’t 
want one on the newrifle as | want to be able 
to touch that trigger. 

| expect this conviction will generate 
some flak, but it’s the way | feel neverthe- 
less. If Mr. Kayser were to ask me therefore, 
I'd say take Seely’s advice, except stay with 
the Remington trigger. 

Sincerely, 

(an ordinary working 
firearms writer) 

Ken Waters 
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B-SQUARE TOOL SPECIALS 


Super Mag Arbor Press 


B-Square's super mag arbor press 
for precision reloading and industrial 
use has twin posts for "no-spring." All 
the load is between the posts. It easily 
resizes all caliber brass. 

The press head is fully adjustable up 
and down on threaded posts for se- 
cure positioning. The ram, with re- 
placeable brass caps and spring re- 
turn, has over a 1-inch stroke. The 
handle is adjustable and the press can 
be used right- or left-handed. 

Lightweight and portable for range 
use, this press willbe awelcome bench 
rest loading tool. It's rated approxi- 
mately 1 ton. 
$79.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


Folding Rifle Rest 


B-Square's rifle rest makes the 
perfect portable rest. It fits into a 
4"x4"x10" box, and the legs unfold 
to a 13" diameter with 4-8" height 
adjustment. 

The 8 pound professional fullsize 
rest features hardened leveling 
screws, aspoked height adjustment 
wheel and split clamp housings for 
rigidity. 
$49.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


B-Square Precision Shooting Accessories 


available from: 


- BOB PEASE ACCURACY 
P.O. Box 310787, Zipp Rd. 
New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787 


¢ SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 
1200 Asbury Dr., New Haven, 
IN 46774. (219) 493-1858 


(512) 625-1342 
e HEINZ HENKE 
. TOM PRODUCT Loenstrasse Postfach 1141, 


RD No. 1, Box 483, Saegertown, 


D-4476 Werlte, West Germany. 
PA 16433. (814) 763-2769 


5951/2729. FAX 4471/8561 


B-SQUARE Co. P.O. Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76110 
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ADVENTURES IN THE LIFE OF A PRAIRIE DOG HUNTER 


Dear Dave: 

The following incidents are true and oc- 
curred a couple of years ago. 

One morning in late May the Old Fart 
showed up at my front door toting his .257 
Ackley. Obviously he wanted to go shoot 
prairie dogs. | let him in and he settled into a 
kitchen chair. We stared out the window 
awhile at the breaking dawn and he sucked 
up about a quart of my best coffee. The con- 
versation was brief as we waited for the sun 
to rise — what the conditions might be, how 
much wind, how soon the mirage would set 
in. We trudged off to the bathroom one at a 
time to drain bladders and | gathered up the 
truckload of paraphernalia necessary to 
shoot prairie dogs: ammunition, spotting 
scope, cleaning equiptment, wind meter, 
sand bags, etc. This morning we decided to 
shoot off the hood of his old Dodge so | left 
the portable bench behind. 

Mostly in silence we drove east on I-80 a 
few miles and turned off into the desert into 
Baxter Basin. This area encompasses 
maybe a hundred square miles of dirt and 
sagebrush between high bluffs, the eleva- 
tion here about 6000 feet. The prairie dogs 
in this area are the whitetail variety and are 
mostly antisocial, preferring to live in small 
groups instead of the large towns found in 
eastern Wyoming. They are generally found 
on the sides of the slopes high enough to be 
out of the reach of a rare flood. 

We pulled off the dirt road and glassed 
awhile with binoculars. Finding some 
mounds about 300 yards out we positioned 
the truck and set up the sandbags on the 
hood. The Old Fart quickly uncased his .257 
and set up on the bags. This was his usual 
tactic, liking to get in the first shots before 
the conditions can go to hell. | plugged in my 
earplugs and settled into the spotting scope 
to find a likely target that he could hit until 
the jitters from the coffee and cigarettes 
could wear off. We were looking east, al- 
most directly into the sun. The glare made it 
difficult to see through the spotting scope. | 
watched him shoot a a couple of dogs and 
called his shots when he missed. He shot his 
ten rounds and reluctantly set his rifle on the 
stand on the tailgate to clean it. | pulled out 
my 40X 6MM Rem. and positioned it on the 


WANTED 


40-X ACTIONS, STOCKS, 
and RIFLES. 


Bob Pease 
POB 787, New Braunfels, TX 78131. 
AC 512 625-1342 afternoons 


by 
Boyd Mace 


sand bags. The sun was making it difficult to 
see clearly through the old Lyman 25X so | 
screwed on the scope tube, which helped. 
The Old Fart squinted through the spotter 
and | made my first shot at a fat prairie dog 
sitting on a high mound about 300 yards 
downrange. The rifle recoiled and | heard 
the loud POP as the prairie dog exploded 
from the impact of the 85 gr. Sierra 
hollowpoint. The Old Fart suddenly yelled 
“You Missed!” Impossible. | squinted 
through the Lyman at the lingering cloud of 
dust above the mound. Completely unbe- 
lievable, the prairie dog was sitting up on the 
mound looking half asleep. Cursing softly | 
settled the 300 yard dot in the center of his 
hairy little chest and squeezed the trigger. 
Bang! POP! didn’t even bother to look. The 
Old Fart started yelling again. “I can’t be- 
lieve it, you missed again!” | quickly stared 
through the scope. It was astounding, the 
prairie dog was still sitting there, in the same 
position, without a care in the world. 

By now | was getting upset and | quickly 
reloaded, checked the wind and touched 
off. The Old Fart went into hysterics. “Three 
in arow! You missed three times in a row at 
an easy target like that!” He was laughing 
so hard his glasses fogged up and he sat 
down on the ground and leaned back 
against the truck. | glared furiously at him, 
not giving a damn whether he gave himself a 
heart attack or not. A thousand thoughts 
raced through my mind: was the scope off, 
were the base screws loose, had my stock 
warped? etc. | briefly considered planting 
the buttstock alongside the Old Farts skull. 
He had mudstreaks down his cheeks from 
the dust mixing with his tears. 

Grabbing his arm | dragged him out to- 
wards the prairie dog mound. “What do you 
want to go out there for, to make peace with 
that old prairie dog?” | calmed myself down 
and patiently explained that | wanted to look 
for the bullet splashes in the dirt to find out 
where | had been hitting. Reaching the 
mound | stood on it and stared with disbelief 
at the scene before me. Awesome. The 
backside of the mound was littered with 
gore and miscellaneous parts of prairie 
dogs. The Old Fart was silent. The whole 
situation was now clear. Each time | had 
killed a dog it had been blown backwards off 
the mound and another one had run up on 
top of the mound in its place. The recoil of 
the rifle had pulled my scope off target and | 
had not seen what was happening. The Old 
Fart stared at me slack-jawed, reading the 
murder in my eyes. The humour in the situa- 
tion soon became apparent and | joined him 


in laughter. We walked back to the truck 
and had a smoke and a cup of coffee. 
After a bit we loaded up the rifles and 
drove off to find some more prairie dogs. We 
found an old oil well site which was higher 
than the surrounding sagebrush. The 
ground sloped away from us south to a high 
knoll about 800 yards away. We set up the 
sandbags again and the Old Fart settled in 
behind the .257 Ackley. There were some 
dogs about 300 yards out and more scat- 
tered downrange. The sky was becoming 
overcast and the wind was picking up from 
the northwest. The Old Fart made several 
good shots and cleaned his barrel. My turn. | 
took an easy shot at the close mound and 
made history out of a yearling prairie dog. 
The old man was searching in the spotting 
scope for another target. “Look beyond that 
mound at another dog about 400 yards out” 
he said. “Looks farther than that” | replied. 
“Nope, 400 at the most.” Ok, distances can 
be deceiving in the desert. | settled the 450 
yard scope dot a bit low and left to compen- 
sate for the wind. The bullet kicked up dust 
a good 150 yards in front of the dog. “I think 
you misjudged the range a bit” | remarked. 
“Well, maybe its 500” replied he. This time | 
hit about 50 yards short. The bottom dot in 
my scope is good for 600 yards so | held a 
foot over the dog’s head and about 18 inch- 
es left. The bullet whistled by its right ear 
and it snapped its head in that direction. 
“Take the same hold!” yelled the Old Fart. | 
touched off again and the bullet missed just 
left. “You are shootin within your qroup 
size” allowed the Old Fart. | again took the 
same hold, using a clump of sagebrush for 
an aiming point, and fired. The lower half of 
the prairie dog opened up like a ripe melon 
thrown from a train. 
| cleaned my barrel quickly and told the 
Old Fart “let’s walk out and look at that one, 
| want to pace it off.” A long walk it was in- 
deed, 685 long paces. A big prairie dog, too, 
now long gone to the happy hunting 
grounds. By the time we got back to the 
truck the old man was blowing hard. We 
sucked down the last of the coffee from the 
thermos and smoked awhile. It was the 
overcast, of course, that made the shot pos- 
sible. No mirage. The wind helped also as it 
was steady and never changed directions. 
Good conditions. We did some more shoot- 
ing until the wind got alittle too fierce. It was 
well after 9:00 AM when we loaded up the 
gear and headed back into town. Another 
adventure over with. 
Boyd Mace 
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Make Caliber Price 
Ruger No. 1 .223 350.00 New Remington Parts 
Ruger No. 1 243 350.00 
Ruger No. 1 22-250 350.00 New Remington barrels Any Caliber 
Ruger No. 1 25-06 350.00 (No varmit wts available) 
Ruger Model 77V 220 Swift 350.00 
Ruger Model 77V 22-250 425.00 New and used Ruger, Weatherby, 
(Laminated Stock) Winchester and Sako Barrels . 
Kimber “Super American” .223 1000.00 Different Calibers 
Weatherby Vanguard .243 300.00 
(Flat finish stock) New Remington Walnut “Kitgun” 
H & K Model 770 .308 550.00 Stocks - Long & Short Action .. 
Colt Sauer (Beautiful wood) 7mm Rem Mag 895.00 Remington Sportsman 78 Stocks 
New Heym 300 mag 1100.00 New Short and Long Action . 
New Timberattler (by Jarrett) 30-06 700.00 Remington BDL Stocks used 
New Remington Classic 250 SAV 359.00 Right or Left Hand - Short or Long Action . 
New Remington Classic 350 Mag 359.00 ‘ 
Mannlicher Schoenauer 270 425.00 Remington ADL stock ‘ 
Model MCA Right Hand - Short or Long Action 
M ; ' 
98 Mauser Custom Rifle 22-250 300.00 XP-100 Stocks... 
Winchester Model 75 target 22:E.R 400.00 
with Lyman peep sights Remington ADL Trigger Guards........ ane 
front and rear and Lyman Remington ADL L.A. Magazine Boxes .... 
target spot scope & mts in Remington ADL S.A. Magazine Boxes ..... 
original wood box Remington Bolt Plugs ore 
Fe : ” QD Sling Swivels... . 
N Wi ne Vintage QD Swivel Studs (Wood Screw type) 
eaee anh funfined) 22-250 420.00 Remington Receiver Screws . 
Remi 70 ight 
New Opus “One” rifle 243 2000.00 pcre AD Shon Shas 
mer ior tae beautiful rifle New Jarrett Custom Leather Rifle Slings 
with Halburton custom case with electroless nickel swivels . . 
L.C. Smith (Crown Grade) 12 ga 1100.00 (11%4” wide oiled girth leather) 
Belgium A-5 with extra 12 ga Jarrett Case Neck Expanders 
Jap barrel 549.00 Jarrett Bench Rest Arbor Press . . 
: Deluxe (disassembles to fit in 
Browning Pump Shotgun 12 ga 420.00 
Parkerized and choke tubes a Kennedy tool box drawer) 
Jarrett Case Neck Trimmers 
870 Remington Wingmaster 12 ga 200.00 All Calibers 


Jnvwtt Bidles Gre. 


CLOSEOUT OF SURPLUS SUPPLIES SALE 


(Old hand checkered model nice) 


Limited Quantities 


¢ Volume Discounts 
Minimum Order 28.00 — 


¢ Visa and Master Cards Accepted 
All Orders over 100.00 Shipping Free 


JARRETT RIFLES, INC. 


Route 1, Box 411 Jackson, South Carolina 29831 « (803) 471-3616 
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8.00 each 


5.00 


. 14.00 


. 12.50 


. 40.00 


. 30.00 


. 14.00 


per set 


per set 


. per set 


per set 


11.50 
5.00 
5.00 
7.00 
1.50 
1.00 
1.00 
5.00 


24.95 


19.50 


.. 115.00 


50.00 
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TRIGGER MAINTENANCE 


There is a world of difference between a 
properly adjusted and well cared for trigger 
and one that has been neglected to the point 
of fault. A deliberate pull and a crisp respon- 
sive trigger are two key ingredients in any 
kind of competitive shooting. The impor- 
tance of trigger maintenance and its effect 
on accuracy can not be overstated. Trig- 
gers, like any other mechanical device need 
to be routinely serviced. 

Most of the general shooting public thinks 
of triggers in terms of “working” and “not 
working.” | don’t believe that is an over sim- 
plification either. Many shooters do not 
clean their barrels as often as they should 
. . .letalone take the trigger out of the action 
for routine preventative maintenance. 

No one knows the value of cleanliness 
more than a benchrest shooter. In fact, 
when you hear one utter the phrase “cleanli- 
ness is next to Godliness” he is more than 
likely not talking about his BVD’s, but his 
barrel, action, or trigger. When “new folks” 
attend benchrest matches for the first time 
they often seem surprised at just how much 
cleaning goes on between matches. 

Trigger maintenance is not something 
that needs to be attended to every hour or 
every 25 rounds fired, but it should at least 
be on your mind at the end of each shooting 
day. If you do nothing more than give it a 
“spritz or two” of lighter fluid before casing 
the gun you will be ahead of the game. 

My personal maintenance program is 
simple. During the course of a day’s shoot- 
ing | use liberal amounts of lighter fluid to 
flush the trigger and use canned air (the kind 
sold in photography stores) to blow the dust 


MATCH GRADE 6MM 
BULLETS 


by 
Brian Rubright 


@ Made in carbide dies. 

@ Your choice of boat-tail or flat base styles. 

@ Choice of bullet weights; 62.5, 65.0, or 68 
grains. 

@ $10.50 per hundred. Shipping charges will 
be invoiced. 


BRIAN RUBRIGHT 
1008 S. QUINCE ROAD 
WALNUTPORT, PA. 18088 


(215) 767-1339 


JOHN J. GAMMUTO 


and foreign particulate free of the trigger 
housing. | try and do it once in the morning 
and once in the afternoon just prior to each 
warm-up match. | do not remove the trigger 
from the action to do this. The flushing is 
performed while the trigger is still installed in 
the action. If | experience trouble during the 
course of a match, | try cleaning with lighter 
fluid first. If this doesn’t rectify the problem, | 
immediately remove the trigger and install 
my back-up. You generally do not have alot 
of time to play between matches. Some- 
times it’s all you can do to get your ammuni- 
tion reloaded, let alone deal with a malfunc- 
tioning trigger. If | have time I'll work on the 
bad trigger between matches or I'll look for 
Paul Johnson or Dwight Scott (my personal 
trigger consultants). That is a long story, 
and | would prefer not to get into it ... at 
least in print anyway. If you run into me at a 
match this season ask me about it in per- 
son. Just mention “Fairchance, PA and trig- 
gers.” I'll know what you are referring to and 
will gladly tell you how frustrated | was on 
that occasion. If you want to hear the “exag- 
gerated version” ask Dwight or Paul about 
it. 'm sure they have worked up a mime rou- 
tine by now. | have to admit that most of 
what | know about triggers has come to me 
during very tense, high anxiety moments, so 
| may be overly preoccupied with their prop- 
er adjustment and maintenance, but when 
you drive ten hours to shoot a match and 
your trigger acts up on you it is not fun. Be- 
lieve me! 

One thing | never do is oil a trigger. | be- 
lieve this causes more problems than it is 
worth. All oil does is attract and hold particu- 
lates like dust, burnt powder residue, and 
flecks of brass from the case extraction op- 
eration. My advice is to avoid the temptation 
to “really get it slick by greas’n it up.” 

One of the most important pieces of 
equipment you can own is a good cleaning 
rod action guide. It not only keeps you from 
buggering-up your barrel with a misdirected 
cleaning rod, but prevents bore cleaning 
solvents from running back in the action, 
and down into the trigger assembly mecha- 
nism. | prefer the rubber “O” ring sealing 
type, because they provide the most protec- 
tion. 

Athome, after a weekend of shooting | re- 
move the trigger from the action, disassem- 
ble it, and individually inspect and clean all of 
the components with Birchwood Casey’s 
“Gun Scrubber” or Shooter's Choice 
“Quick-Scrub.” | then blow dry the individual 
components, reassemble the trigger, and 


¥ 
put her back in the action for testing. Since 
I’ve been doing this | haven’t had a problem 
... with triggers that is! 
| asked several well-known shooters to 
share their thoughts on the subject with 
you. As you will soon realize the treatment 
of triggers is pretty much universal. It is one 
area that most of us agree on. 
John J. Gammuto 


NEIL JONES 


Dear John, 

My words of wisdom on the maintenance 
and tuning of triggers may not be original, 
but | think they are necessary to keep a trig- 
ger performing properly. Most of my experi- 
ence has been with Remington triggers or 
similar types, but basic maintenance ap- 
plies to all triggers equally. 

| have been repairing and tuning triggers 
for many years now and can tell you that 
most problems with triggers stem from ne- 
glect, improper tuning, and repair. Occa- 
sionally I'll come across one that has a bro- 
ken part, but this is the exception rather 
than the rule. Many times all a trigger needs 
is “a good tune-up.” | have seen triggers in 
all kinds of conditions and stages of disre- 
pair, but most are just plain seized up due to 
the accumulation of oil and dirt. 

Triggers ATTRACT dirt and grime when 
people attempt to lubricate the mecha- 
nisms. Lubricants and bore cleaning sol- 
vents do not belong in a trigger. This is an 
easy problem to avoid too. First and fore- 
most, do not lubricate a trigger. | have not 
found a lube that doesn’t attract and hold 
dirt. Triggers should frequently be disas- 
sembled, cleaned with a good de-greasing 
solvent, and blown dry. Second, always use 
a bore guide when cleaning your barrel. A 
good bore guide is an essential piece of 
equipment. By “good” | mean one that com- 
pletely seals off the chamber with a rubber 
“O” ring. This will eliminate any seepage of 
cleaning solvents into the action and trigger 
area. Too often, this important function of a 
bore guide is overlooked. 

Without going into a lot of detail, | would 
like to comment on trigger tuning. Adjust- 
ments SHOULD NOT be made by anyone 
who is not familiar with the mechanical prin- 
ciples of the device. It is easy to understand 
why factory triggers are set so heavy in pro- 
duction rifles. Proper adjustment can be 
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critical if a light, crisp pull is required. | have 
received triggers for repair that were almost 
destroyed because someone tried to over 
tighten a set screw or did an improper job of 
metal polishing. Spring tension is also criti- 
cal and should be attended to by a person 
that knows their business. Always use the 
right tools for the job. Do not FORCE an ad- 
justment screw. If it’s tight, it’s tight for a 
reason. 

One last comment on triggers . . . never 
trust one enough to point the muzzle at any- 
thing you do not want to shoot. 

Good shooting, 
Neil A. Jones 
Custom Products 


TOM MEREDETH 


The trigger is one of the most important 
and yet neglected mechanisms on a rifle. As 
a bench shooter, | know how distracting a 
poorly adjusted trigger can be. A nice 
“crisp” response with no creep is what 
every shooter looks for. 

Dirt and crud can cause major problems 
with any trigger. Bore cleaning solvents 
sneaking down into the heart of the trigger 
can really gum things up. If ignored, the sol- 
vent will turn into a kind of sticky varnish and 
eventually cause a malfunction. 

Regular cleaning with solvents such as 
“Gun Scrubber” or Shooter's Choice 
“Quick Scrub” will prevent build up of dirt. 
NEVER use any cleaning solvents that con- 
tain oil! 

If a trigger is really gummed up, a good 
soaking in thinner, acetone, or trichlor- 
alethane will remove any foreign substanc- 
es. This will require the removal of the trig- 
ger from the action. (This procedure should 
be done by a competent gunsmith. Improp- 
er re-installaton can be very dangerous!) 

One final note, don’t forget about the fir- 
ing pin assembly. This should be cleaned a 
couple of times a year. Contaminated 
grease left inside the bolt body can slow 
down the lock time and in some cases, 
cause misfires. After a thorough cleaning, a 
thin all-weather grease is recommended. 
Any old grease might work well in warm 
temperatures, but (speaking from experi- 
ence) it can get real thick in cold weather 
and cause misfires. Actually for a match 
rifle, all that is needed is a thin coat of oil. 
Something like the new Shooters Choice 
“Rust Prevent” or Hoppe’s “MDL” will work 
find. 

| hope this bit of advice will help other 
shooters. It works for me! 

Tom Meredeth 
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DWIGHT SCOTT 


Triggers are a lot easier for me to deal 
with now then they use to be. | think my sim- 
plified approach to adjustment and mainte- 
nance have uncomplicated things for me. | 
adjust my triggers to allow the empty bolt to 
be “slammed” closed without a “close-fire.” 
The pull on my triggers is somewhat higher 
than most, but | just can’t stand to either 
baby a gun, or worry about a close-fire. As 
for maintenance, | try to flush with lighter 
fluid before the start of every weekend. It’s a 
good idea to look at the trigger after it’s 
been idle for a week, and see if the trigger 
lever is binding slightly. They often will. 
Flushing with fluid, and rapidly wiggling it 
will free it up. I’m talking about a slight de- 
gree of sticking! | have my stock’s trigger 
slot epoxy coated so | can just flush right in 
the stock frequently, by frequently | mean 
about once a week or so. 

There is nothing mystical about triggers. 
If you have a good one, flush it frequently, 
and use it. If you have a bad one, putit on the 
shelf, and consider it a cost of shooting. I’ve 
given up on several triggers. I’ve NEVER 
permanently fixed a problem trigger and 
NEVER had a problem with a good one. 

Without getting into details about the vari- 
ous problems I’ve encountered over the 
years with specific triggers and their unique 
characteristics let me say that, | am im- 
pressed with the new Jewell trigger. I’ve just 
started to use them and they seem very 
good. They perform reliably under my slam- 
close criteria. | think Mr. Jewell could cap- 
ture the market in a very short period of time 
if he maintains his current standard of quali- 
ty. 
My general advice to fellow shooters is, 
“flush a good one — just give up on a bad 
one.” There is just too much other grief in 
this sport to linger on a temperamental trig- 
ger. 

Dwight Scott 


TRIGGER TUNING 


All Remington centerfire bolt actions except 
Model 788. Set to specified weight-of-pull, 
one pound minimum, no creep. Send trigger 
assembly only. Cost $25. 


R.D. 1, Box 483-A, 
Dept. PS 
SAEGERTOWN, 
PENNSYLVANIA 
16433 

(814) 763-2769 


Brochure $2.00 
Specializing in reloading tools, clean- 


ing tools, accuracy equipment and 
rifle accessories to fill your needs. 


CUSTOM PRODUCTS 


JIM OLIVER 


| feel that the trigger is one of the most im- 
portant components of a winning benchrest 
rifle. | have found that upon the rare occa- 
sion that | am shooting well, the gun just 
fires when the conditions look right and the 
crosshairs are centered. There is no con- 
scious “pulling” of the trigger. To be able to 
shoot in this manner requires that a trigger 
be properly adjusted and absolutely clean. 

When it comes to trigger maintenance | 
believe in the old saying “an ounce of pre- 
vention is worth a pound of cure.” You must 
keep a trigger clean and dry if you expect it 
to function properly. One tool that goes a 
long way to satisfy this condition is the bore* 
guide. A guide of sufficient length prevents 
bore cleaner from getting into the trigger, 
and helps protect it from extreme weather 
conditions like rain and dust. If any of my 
competition triggers are subjected to these 
conditions they are removed from the rifle 
and cleaned with lighter fluid and high pres- 
sure air. | use no lubrication on my triggers. | 
do not know if this is good or bad, but | have 
not discarded any triggers because they 
were worn out. 

Well, that is about all that | do with trig- 
gers. Thank you for including me in your in- 
quiry. 

Jim Oliver 


Continued on next page 


THE FAIRCHANCE 
GUN CLUB 
Smithfield, Pa. 15478 


April 22 and 23 
Tri State Varmint 
Championships 


Saturday, April 22 


9:00 AM — Heavy Varmint, 100 yards 
1:00 PM — Light Varmint, 100 yards 


Sunday, April 23 


8:00 AM — Light Varmint, 200 yards 
1:00 PM — Heavy Varmint, 200 yards 


AWARDS 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, each yardage 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, grand agg 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, two gun agg 


Contact: 
Roye Leckemby, 
Rt. 2, Box 21, Smithfield, Pa. 15478 
(412) 569-7973 
Ray Goff, 
P.O. Box, Point Marion, Pa. 15474 
(412) 725-5794 


TRIGGER MAINTENANCE 


Continued 


KIM BROWN 


| like this subject because you certainly 
don’t have to hang a banner on it! The 
benchrest rifle trigger is probably one of the 
most under rated components we incorpo- 
rate in our rifles. Yet, it is one of the most im- 
portant. | have repeatedly found that if | 
want to impress one of my friends with one 
of my benchrest rifles, | just let them “pull 
one off.” The typical response is one of dis- 
belief. The average shooter is most im- 
pressed with its smooth and effortless per- 
formance. 

Over the years | have used Shilen and 
Remington/Burns conversion triggers and 
must confess to not having any mechanical 
difficulties with them. This may relate to the 
fact | make an almost religious habit of 
keeping my triggers clean at all times. My 
procedure is to remove the trigger from the 
action housing, place it in a small of safety 
solvent (1-1-1 trichloroethane, available in 
drug stores) allowing for the solvent to dis- 
solve oily cleaning fluid residues. After a half 
an hour, remove the trigger and blow dry 


with compressed air called “Dust Off” (avail- 
able at camera shops). This way you have 
all the residues off the working parts. | may 
place a SMALL drop of oil on some of the 
working parts, but not too much. If you 
apply too much oil you could wind up getting 
more dust on the trigger than you had be- 
fore you decided to clean it. In addition to 
cleaning, this procedure will allow you to vis- 
ually inspect this mechanical marvel to see if 
any potential problems are developing. | 
used to think removing a trigger was on the 
same level as disarming a nuclear bomb. 
You know ... Oh God, will it ever go back 
together! You just have to do it. 

Trigger pull is an individual thing. | like 
mine extremely crisp! | would refer any of 
your readers to an excellent text by Stuart 
Ottensen on “Benchrest Actions and Trig- 
gers” (1983 Wolfe Publishing). This book 
has excellent illustrations as well as descrip- 
tive material on triggers and how they func- 
tion. It is an invaluable resource. 

See you at the Wailing Wall this season. 

Kim Brown 


TRIGGER ARTICLE 
SUMMARY 


« FLUSH WITH LIGHTER 
FLUID. 


» BLOW DRY WITH 
CANNED AIR. 


» DO NOT OIL MECHAN- 
ICAL PARTS. 


» ALWAYS USE A ROD 
GUIDE. 


=» CARRY A SPARE TO 
MATCHES. 


» ESTABLISH AN 
INSPECTION AND 
CLEANING ROUTINE. 


» SEEK PROFESSIONAL 
ADVICE ON TECHNI- 
CAL MATTERS 


30 AMERICAN 


UNPRIMED BRASS 
Federal Cartridge Company manufactured. A basic case, 30-30 configuration, 
small primer pocket, small flash hole, annealed further down case body than 
usual, and manufactured to match case tolerances. 
$43.00 per 100 cases (minimum order) 
$38.00 per 100 cases (orders of 1000 cases or more) 
North Carolina orders add 5% state sales tax. 


We are currently chambering for the .219 Wasp, 6mm Wasp, 25 Wasp, and 30 Wasp. 


The first 50,000 case lot has sold out, we have 18,000 cases left, 
and another 50,000 cases are on order from Federal. 


DAVID TOOLEY 


516 CREEKMEADOW DRIVE 


GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28054 


Phone (704) 864-7525 


CHRIS V. ROSS 


Dear Dave, 

| just started subscribing to PS and am re- 
ally excited about it. | enjoy the format of 
readers input, but especially the information 
and knowledge about accuracy. | am a 
shooter and a varmint shooter who is inter- 
ested in accuracy. 

What made me write is the article in the 
December issue by Frank McCune on var- 
mint shooting. The more articles like that, 
the better! What got my attention was the 
paragraph on turning case necks for stan- 
dard neck chambers. Frank indicates that 
he believes neck turning will not improve ac- 
curacy in standard neck chambers and 
mentions that Seely Masker didn’t abide by 
the practice either. | would like to share my 
experience in the matter. 

Awhile back | bought a box of new .220 
cases and inside neck reamed 10 of them 
with a Lee neck reaming die and reamer. | 
loaded all 20 identically (I fireformed the 
cases before reaming, of course), and head- 
ed to the range with chronograph. | ob- 
served the following: 

With a load of 38.0 grains of 4064, 55g Si- 
erra FB, CCl 250 primers: 


Inreamed (fps) Reamed 
Extreme Spread-98 45 
sd -33 16 
Ave. vel. -3601 3557 


Accuracy was essentially the same for 
each group, but | wasn’t shooting well that 
day. | have shot numerous 3 and 4 shot 
groups under 1/2 inch with the reamed 
cases (often to 3/8”, and under), so | contin- 
ue to ream .220 Swift cases for my rifle. The 
reduction in extreme spread and standard 
deviation has to help accuracy. The sample 
size isn’t large, but | believe the results indi- 
cate a difference. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Ross 

4600 SE Hull 

Jennings Lodge, OR 97267 


VARNER’S — BULLET SEATING GUAGE (LANDS FINDER) 
This bullet seating guage will let you set your bullet seating die and 
then transfer your die to the loading press. It will place the bullet 
to the lands of your rifle without using any measuring devices what- 
soever. It does it all for you. This guage keeps track of any washout 
in the lands of your rifle. 
List Price (includes one case 
Extra Cases 
Postage’ 
100% Money-Back Guarantee 
ROUTE 2, BOX 167-A 
ANTWERP, OHIO 45813 
PHONE (419) 258-8631 
Featured in the American Rifleman Magazine, Oct. 1985. 
If unavailable at your Dealer-Order direct from VARNER's 


VARNER’S INFLATABLE SANDBAG 
(Patent Pending) 
$27.50 Shipping $3.00 

For the marksman who likes io get on the 
bull's eye quickly, with better comfort and 
better accuracy when shooting. Just 
squeeze the bulb while looking through 
your scope and bingo, you're on! 


4,608,762 
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MATCH REPORT 


Dear Editor: 

The Baxter Basin Sportsman Associa- 
tion here in southwest Wyoming held a 
benchrest match last weekend. Conditions 
were terrible and a good time was had by all. 
Thirty odd shooters showed up this time 
and some threatened to not participate 
since they couldn’t be guaranteed of a Top 
20 patch. After much discussion it was 
agreed to alter the patches with a felt tip pen 
to a Top 30, which seemed to satify every- 
one and the match proceeded. 

A southwest wind was gusting with 
eddys, usually about 6-8 mph. Mirage set in 
about 9:00 AM. All things considered, this is 
about normal for this range so everyone 
agreed that conditions were terrible. 

Cowboy Bob showed up again with his 
30-30. After much heated argumenting it 
was decided to put him in the Unlimited 
class since no way in hell can a 30-30 be 
considered a varmit gun. He did right well 
considering his flinch, taking large group 
honors and of course a Top 30 patch. An in- 
teresting gun that — a 30 inch bull barrel 
and a sidemounted Leopold 36X. He has to 
remove it from the rest each time between 
shots since the lever hits the bench when 
cycling the action. 

We ran out of targets after the Heavy 
Varmit relays so Ed had to run into town for 
some paper and his rubber stamp. Worked 
out okay since nobody shot any Official 
Screamers. During the lunch break Bill 
broke into the beer cooler and got overload- 
ed. Rest of the guys refused to shoot on the 
same relay with him so we hid his gun. He 
never did find it so all was well after all. Be- 
tween the Light Varmit and the Unlimited re- 
lays some of the boys started shooting 
prairie dogs so the Unlimited got delayed 
until all bets were paid off. Okie shot up all 
his good match bullets at the prairie dogs. 
No one would loan him any so he threatened 
to shoot his elk rifle. Bill wasn’t using his 22 
PPC cartridges since he never found his gun 
so he let Okie use them. Okie was shooting 
a 6 PPC but they chambered okay and did- 
n't seem to affect his group size any. 

George’s wife called from the hospital 
during the Light Varmit relay and he had to 
go in to watch her deliver. Named the kid 
“PPC”. Not sure if it was a boy or girl since 
he didn’t say. He missed his relay but got 
back in time to catch the last one. He al- 
ready had two shots in his record target 
when he had to leave and wanted to use the 

.Same target when he got back. Nothing 
could be found in the rule book about this so 
things were halted until it could be worked 
out. Ed maintained that since George had 
known about the impending birth for several 
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months it couldn’t be considered an emer- 
gency and that George would have to start 
a new target. A fistfight broke out and a 
good time was had by all. 

| forgot to get an equipment list but you 
have heard of all the gunsmiths and barrel 
makers before so | guess it doesn’t matter. 
One of these days maybe we will resolve 
who won what and | will let you know. Not 


much to report about the match except con- 
ditions were terrible and a good time was 
had by all. 

Boyd Mace 

1300 New Hampshire (#46) 

Rock Springs, Wyo. 82901 


Editor: I've been half planning to write this 
little parody for some time ... but Boyd 
Mace beat me to it. 


CARL LYNN 


Dear Dave 

This is the first time in my 67 years that | 
take pen in hand to compliment any writer. 
But, your explanation of the 1970 NBRSA- 
IBS schism is a masterpiece. It is completely 
accurate in all tenses . . . past, present, and 
future. 

Since | was actively involved . . . before, 
during, and after ... the 1970 meeting at 
Syracuse .. . and, a few years later, made 
the first overture as an IBS president to- 
ward reconciliation, a pronouncement of 
your analysis and prediction as being AB- 
SOLUTE . .. is entirely justified. cat 

Your article (February PS, page 16) 
should be adopted by our organization as 
“official history”. In the future, when some- 
one starts sounding off on the split between 
the two associations, and it becomes ap- 
parent that he knows not of what he 
speaks, he should be given a copy of your 
brief history of the split, and told to read... 
what REALLY happened. Now that some- 
one has put an impartial, accurate recitation 


of events into print . .. we now can lay the 
entire matter to rest forever. 
In my personal vernacular for supreme 
praise ... “You done good, Dave”. 
Carl Lynn 
RD #5, Box 164 
Williamsport, Pa.17701 


(Editor: We are flattered by, and appreci- 
ative of, Mr. Lynn’s kind words. If you will re- 
read my “brief history of the split”... you 
will find . . . alittle humor . . . alittle sadness 

. .nobody completely right . . . and nobody 
completely wrong. My main goal was to let 
everyone see. . . how the situation evolved 

. and how people of good will, and good 
intent. . . took firm stands on what they saw 
as “the right thing to do”. As Mr. Lynn wisely 
says ... the split has now been document- 
ed... with humor, pathos, and impartiality. 
Let’s putit behind us. . . we have better fish 
to fry, in 1989, than to debate the matter in 
retrospect). 


shouldn't you? 


Retail prices from $234.95 


To order call toll free 800-222-0353 or send FOR 

$2.00 for a complete catalog. Dealers include 3 om = 5 

a copy of your FFL for dealer pricing. H-S Precision, Inc. 
a 
~< 


H-S Precision 


Introducing the Fiberthane Pro-Series rifle and pistol stocks. The Pro-Series stocks offer 
the sportsman a Kevlar/Graphite composite stock for the price of fiberglass. The Pro-Series 
stocks are completely finished, including a precision machined bedding block system, 
designed to eliminate bedding, a recoil pad, sling swivel studs, and finished in a black or 
grey epoxy-based chemical coating (not a paint). 

The Pro-Series sniper stock has been selected as the stock for the Army's new M-24 Sniper 
Rifle System. The Pro-Series stock was selected because of its superior strength over a 
temperature range of -50° F to +150° F, its unique bedding block system and its outstanding 
finish which will not chip or scratch off. 

Pro-Series stocks are available for Remington bolt action rifles and pistols. Models are 
available for hunting, varmint, sniper and target rifles. U.S. Army demands the best, 


112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
602-445-0607 


em 
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THE BENCH, FRONT AND REAR RESTS, 
BENCH TECHNIQUE 


FROM AN UPCOMING BOOK ON BENCHREST 


No matter how accurate the rifle, without 
a steady bench and rests groups will be 
poor. Just as a rifleman standing on his own 
two legs trys to control movement, the 
benchrest shooter must maintain perfect 
sight alignment during trigger squeeze, and 
follow through. For this reason the steadier 
the bench, the better the shooting. Anyone 
that’s been around has seen some crazy 
shooting benches, and rests. There are the 
movable benches on multi purpose ranges, 
with rounded corners from being dragged 
across the pavement to put them into posi- 
tion. Shooting off one of themis like dating a 
belly dancer. You know what you want to do 
but the target keeps moving through your 
sight picture. There are the folded up jack- 
ets, hats, and gun cases on the car’s front 
hood while trying to sight in Uncle Charlie’s 
hunting rifle. My favorites are the home 
made jobs people bring in the back of their 
car. They weigh so much it takes a gorilla to 
get them out of the trunk. We have enough 
limiting factors in shooting a good group, 
let’s not make it any tougher. Set up a good 
solid bench, and rests, before anything else. 

The current style bench has evolved 
since the turn of the century into its present 
form. From the legs up the bench must be 
steady. The legs can be 3” or 4” pipe filled 
with cement, set into a ready mix filled hole 
dug to below the frost level, or filled cinder 
block on a poured concrete pad. Remem- 
ber, the more permanent the better. Use 
whatever free construction help that’s avail- 
able. Every club has someone who will 
know what materials are required for the 
local weather conditions. 

The most durable and most comfortable 
top is made with four inches of concrete 
poured into a stubby “T” shaped form. The 
bench top needs to be big enough to hold all 
the tools, accessories, and ammo you'll use 
during your shooting, skimping on the size 
of the bench leads to distractions, from the 
cramped platform, down the road. Since the 
concrete form only makes one top at a time 
it’s convenient to spread the construction of 
tops over a longer period. That way a few 
minutes every time the range is used soon 
produces a whole string of benchtops. Be 
sure to smooth the concrete suriace. Noth- 
ing takes skin off the elbows faster than 


18 


by 


Glenn Newick 


rough concrete during recoil. Wood tops 
were the norm for decades. Their tendency 
to warp over the years, even when sealed 
and covered by a roof gives the adjustable 
pedestal rest a good workout as you move 
down the line. A top set to a height of 32” will 
suit most shooters. Those who need extra 
height on their stool should use one of the 
adjustables with a cushion. Anyone too tall 
(or a 32” top is used to bending over, but is 
still comfortable. At your local range, every- 
one on the line will desire the use of that 
solid bench once it’s constructed. If you 
don’t want to get to the range at 5:00 AM 
every Sunday make more than one. Finish 
the bench off with a stool or chair. The ad- 
justable stools as made by several “Preci- 
sion Shooting” advertisers are the real tick- 
et if you travel to matches and shoot at 
different ranges. Even on the same range 
the stool gets adjusted up and down be- 
cause of slightly different bench heights and 
target angles. Tony Hidalgo and John 
Brown made the two! use. The only change 
was to nail carpeting to the top for more fric- 
tion, after ten years and forty thousand 
rounds neither shows any wear. The rear is 
softer than plywood! 

Now that the bench is good and solid we 
need the pedestal, front sandbag and rear 
sandbag to be sturdy enough to hold the 
rifle steady during loading, unloading and 
sighting. Many people sight in their hunting 
rile on a hard metal ammo box before deer 
season then wonder why they miss a deer 
at 100 yards on opening day. Don’t shoot 
off any hard object or allow the rifle to be 
touching something hard during the shot. 
Even if you’re in a tower deer stand or a ply- 
wood shooting house use some padding 
underneath the forend for rested shots. A 
rifle rest must approximate the recoil damp- 
ening tendencies of the hand and shoulder. 
Benchrest shooters have found the best ac- 
curacy comes from sand filled leather bags. 
The bags and pedestal must be adjustable 
when we want to set up, but they need to be 
steady when the shot is fired. For a front 
rest | like using the green cast pedestal rest 
Wally Hart of Hart Rifles sells. It’s easily ad- 
justed, very strong, durable and available 
with several tops depending on your prefer- 
ence. | put a Wendell Coye Competition Top 


on it for Heavy Varmint, leave the standard 
top on for my CPS aluminum stocked Light 
Varmint. Some shooters use the black cast 
rest from Wichita, those who travel top 
drawer will get the crank adjustable rest 
from Bill Gebhardt of Bald Eagle. The rest 
you should avoid is the orange Hoppe’s 
rest. It’s not stable enough or easily adjust- 
able for top level benchrest accuracy. 

For a right hander it’s the left hand that 
controls movement of the rear sandbag. By 
carefully sliding, squeezing or flattening the 
bag the crosshairs move the amounts need- 
ed for initial and final aim. Advances have 
been made in sandbag design recently. 
Shooters at the turn of the century shot off 
wooden blocks, in the 40’s they used cloth 
bags filled with sand. Many of them rested 
the barrel on their front sandbag. Though 
you still see it at the public range, that ten- 
dency was gone from competitive 
benchrest by the 1950’s. Experimentation 
had proven the barrel needed to vibrate 
under the same conditions on each shot. 
This meant free floating the barrel or a good 
barrel bedding job by someone who knew 
what they were doing. 

We now use smooth firm sandbags that 
conform to the shape of the fore end and 
butt stock. The Protektor front and rear 
bags have been the favorites for years. Fit- 
ted front bags are made for each type of 
rifle. From “U” shaped bags that will fit any 
hunting rifle, to specific flat bottomed “U” 
shaped bags wide enough, and with a snug 
fit, for the two and a quarter inch hunter 
class forend, and three inch wide varmint 
class fore end. The rear bag comes in two 
main configurations. A tapered four inch by 
six inch bag with low “Bunny Ears”, (also 
called “Owl Ears”) or with high “Rabbit 
Ears”. After shooting extensively with both | 
chose the short ears. They don’t interfere 
with my hand under recoil and provide more 
consistent friction shot to shot. On my alu- 
minum stocked rifle | cut the friction even 
more by reversing that rear bag and resting 
the butt on only 1” of leather. You'll find the 
cheap suede and vinyl bags don’t work well 
and wear out quickly. On the newest type of 
front bag, the competition top, screw levers 
on the front rest side plates adjust tension 
so the fore end achieves an extra snug fit 
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with little lateral play. With any of these set- 
ups the rifle can be returned to battery easily 
and quickly with only small adjustments 
needed to achieve perfect aim. Look at the 
accompanying photos and note the differ- 
ences with what you may be using now. Ex- 
perimentation is the lifeblood of Benchrest. 
You'll soon find what’s most comfortable for 
your particular style. 

Bench Technique is one area where the 
lines are hazy between absolute right and 
wrong. Each shooter should find a style that 
fits their body shape and personality. Just 
like the load for the rifle the important thing is 
consistency. There are several points which 
have been proven as assets. Set up the 
bags pointed straight at the target. Apply 
baby powder or talcum to taste. Adjust the 
bags so the rifle will be supported at the 
same points for every shot. Lots of riiles 
have a piece of tape on the forend to indi- 
cate front rest placement. Gently tap down 
the bags to compact the sand. Adjust the 
front pedestal’s star ring and the rear bag to 
get the crosshairs in the center of the target. 
Check the recoil movement by moving the 
rifle forwards and back a few times. When 
the rifle is in the position of full recoil look 
through the scope and ensure it’s not 
moved over to where the crosshairs are on 
your neighbors target. Realign the bags if 
the crosshairs move too far on recoil. It’s 
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trouble if the rifle recoils onto someone 
else’s target and you don’t notice before let- 
ting go another shot. (Now who would do 
that?) It’s easy to do when the targets are 
grouped close together like at some of the 
Gulf Coast shoots. : 

Set up your loaded rounds, ammo block, 
stop watch and bolt in a convenient posi- 
tion, accessable placement is everything for 
fast shooting technique. The ammo is on 
the side of the loading port. You need a way 
to keep track of the number of shots in the 
record target. | deposit five rounds on a 
towel placed just below the loading port. 
These are my designated record rounds, 
any sighter shots will come out of the box. 
Since | freely shoot a record case at the 
sighter if the conditions change, | need a 
method to tell me how many shots remain to 
finish the target. Before any record case is 
fired as a sighter another round is pulled 
from my MTM box and placed on the towel. 
Using this method I’ve never failed to fire all 
the record shots in my several hundred 
matches. A bonus with the cases being ona 
towel is, it’s very fast. You don’t have to fid- 
dle with placing an empty back in a block 
hole, just throw them down. (Ralph Council 
and Clyde Honae “if the brass ain’t flying 
you’re dying”). Once in a while this means 
picking up cases off the ground but they’re 
none the worse for the brief, wild ride. Five 
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SPECIAL SALE PRICES ON FEDERAL BRASS (Unprimed) 


FEDERAL .380ACP BRASS CASE, BOX OF 50....... EA 
FEDERAL .38 SPEC BRASS CASE, BOX/50......... EA 
FEDERAL 357 MAG BRASS CASE, BOX/50......... EA 
FEDERAL .41 MAG BRASS CASE, BOX OF 50....... EA 
FEDERAL 44 MAG BRASS CASE, BOX/50.......... EA 
FEDERAL 45ACP BRASS CASE, BOX/50........... EA 
FEDERAL 45 COLT BRASS CASE, BOX/50......... EA 
FEDERAL .222 REM. BRASS CASE, BOX OF 20 ..... EA 
FEDERAL .223 BRASS CASE, BOX OF 20 .......... EA 
FEDERAL .270 BRASS CASE, BOX OF 20 EA 
FEDERAL 7MM REM MAG BRASS CASE, BOX/20 ... EA 
FEDERAL .30 CARB BRASS CSE, BOX OF 20 ....... EA 
FEDERAL 30-30 BRASS CASE, BOX OF 20 ......... EA 
FEDERAL .30-06 BRASS CASE, BOX OF 20......... EA 
FEDERAL 300 WIN MAG BRASS CASE, BOX/20..... EA 
FEDERAL 308 WIN BRASS CASES, BOX OF 20...... EA 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND PRICES SEND $2.00. DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME — SEND FFL AND SALES TAX CERTIFICATE (IN TEXAS) 


(@®)ERMIAN 


TARGETED TO SERVE YOU BETTER 


SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 


P.O. Box 60421 - Midland, Texas 79711 
Phone - 915-563-4341 (In Texas) 
Toll Free - 800-351-1466 (other 47 States) 


shot groups are easier to keep track of, but 
the ten shot heavy bench matches can get 
confusing after lots of sighter shots. Other 
options include the one used by Jack 
Sutton. He places the record case in the top 
of his opened MTM box after the shot goes 
into the target. If there are only four cases in 
the box top he needs to launch another 
down range. Gary Ocock mentally counts 
each record shot, repeating the number 
over and over while waiting for the next 
shot. This causes some people trouble. 
Gary admits five shots are no problem, ten 
shot groups with their 12 minute time span 
can get tricky. Some people like Lester 
Bruno are so picky about the segregation of 
record and sighter cases they pull a record 
case from the chamber and insert a sighter 
case instead. If any of you have been to the 
Supershoot we all saw Lester, on more than 
one occasion, have to borrow the next 
shooters rifle when the bullet pulled out of 
the case and powder went tumbling into the 
crevices of his single shot action. It’s a credit 
to Lester's ability he still finished those 
groups out, in the time limit, one of them with 
a .22 going into those 6mm holes. | like to 
stand behind the relay before mine and 
watch through a spotting scope. While I’m 
there to learn the days conditions it happens 
every weekend, someone exclaiming they 
Continued on next page 


List Price Sale Price 


9.25 5.14 
9.60 5.33 
10.70 5.93 
14.50 8.00 
14.50 8.00 
13.75 7.64 
14.50 8.00 
6.60 3.66 
8.10 4.50 
9.90 5.50 
12.30 6.80 
5.30 2:93 
8.50 4.71 
9.90 5.50 
12.30 6.80 
9.40 5.22 


Written Correspondence to: 
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THE BENCH, FRONT AND REAR RESTS, 
BENCH TECHNIQUE 


Continued 


don’t remember how many record shots are 
in the target. Whenever they decide to shoot 
another — it will be their sixth — It will spoil 
the group. There are many options, ask 
what your friends use, experiment and find 
something consistant and comfortable. 

Sit down to the bench at a 45 degree 
angle with both feet flat on the ground, relax 
and get comfortable. Some like to have con- 
tact between the bench and ribs. If the 
bench is sturdy this doesn’t detract from 
scope alignment. When the bench is wiggly, 
it can transmit heartbeats and muscle 
movement through to the rifle. With a very 
long torso I'm more comfortable with no 
contact or minimum contact. Use an adjust- 
able stool and get your body in the same po- 
sition for every group, no matter what the 
bench height. Without an adjustable stool if 
the top’s too high you’re upright, pulled 
away from the scope, and straining to re- 
load. If the top’s too low you’re hunched 
over, presenting your eye brow to the scope 
for alittle kiss. Especially if you hold onto the 
rifle either of these change the shoulder 
angle to the butt stock and effect recoil ten- 
dencies. 

There’s a wide range of positions the 
shooter can use to hold the rifle. From no 
hold, free recoil, where the only part of the 
shooter touching the rifle is the trigger fin- 
ger. To ahard hold with the hand, cheek and 
shoulder making heavy contact. There are 
many in betweens and that’s where most 
competitive shooters settle, something 
short of a hard hold. Free recoil is the tech- 
nique | settled on early in my first year of 
competition. | touch the trigger guard with 
my middle finger, it acts as a guide, sol don't 
blunder into the trigger accidently, and the 
index finger on the trigger. Another option 
for free recoil is to place the thumb behind 
the trigger guard. The finger as a guide be- 
comes very important when the adrenelin 
rush during a tiny group comes into play. 
Watching Ed Watson when he’s on a roll | 
don’t see how he keeps shooting tiny 
groups while shaking from so much excite- 
ment. 

| settle the rifle completely into tightly 


packed bags. Adjust the aim left or right’ 


with bag movement, elevation with the front 
rest screw. At any time | don’t like more than 
a tiny amount of hand held rear bag deflec- 
tion when the shot goes off. Many people 
hold the bag to adjust the aim on a shot. 
Then, if they unconsciously relax their hand 
just as the shot goes off, they get a flyer. 
How many of us have heard “the first four 
were in the 0’s and the fifth one made it half 
an inch”. Think specifically about this item 
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next time you shoot. It’s one of the common 
reasons for an extended slump. 

Using my free recoil technique, if forced 
to, I’m able to get off five aimed shots in thir- 
ty seconds. That thirty seconds includes 
five shots and four reloads, almost eight 
seconds to reload and aim, plenty of time. 
Though as Don Geraci will tell you it’s better 
to take just a little more time and be extra 
fine on the aim, tiny groups come from set- 
tling the cross hairs exactly before pulling 
the trigger. 

There are lots of shooters who like to 
have a hold on their rifle during a group. 
They think it’s easier to adjust the aim back 
into place quickly. With the option of differ- 
ent amounts of hand, shoulder and cheek 
pressure the key is to pick something that’s 
comfortable and repeatable. My biggest 
complaint with holding on to a rifle is the ef- 
fect of muzzle blast from the shooter next 
door. Unconsciously we all flinch when the 
crack from next door hits us. We’re all he- 
ro’s and don't like to admit it but I'd bet nine 
out of ten people who complain their group 
was enlarged because they “doubled” were 
really the victim of a small flinch. Some claim 
they see their rifle’s crosshairs move when 
the shots around them go off. If it’s happen- 
ing at arange where you have the preferred 
six feet between centers on the benches, 
the bench, rests and rifle aren't settled prop- 
erly. Try a firmer sand or gravel and sand 
filled bag. Read the rule book, no lead shot 
allowed. | cut down the flinch by wearing 
both ear plugs and ear muffs. Outside rang- 
es without a roof aren’t much of a problem, 
but metal range roofs reflect back a lot of 
noise. The second protective barrier signifi- 
cantly reduces noise flinching. | achieve bet- 
ter concentration, and consistantly shoot 
better using both sets. 

Control of the competition two ounce trig- 
ger is something every benchrest shooter 
must practice and master. Even though it 
lets off easily and quickly the trained finger 
squeezes it just like the three pounder on a 
hunting rifle. I've practiced enough | use a 
graduated pull during the days with better 
conditions. | can go through three or four 
distinct trigger finger pressure increases be- 
fore the pin falls. Even though a benchrest 
rifle weighs at least ten and a half pounds, 
and is set solidly in sandbags, the aim can 
be disturbed if the trigger is yanked. Prac- 
tice dry firing with an empty chamber. The 
best trigger pull for a beginning shooter is 
similar to that used for a hunting rifle. Get 
the crosshairs aligned exactly on the aiming 
spot. Gradually, but quickly, increase finger 
pressure till the shot is fired. Look through 


the scope as the firing pin falls, if the 
crosshairs don’t move you have a deft 
enough touch for a two ounce. 

At the same time this is a perfect oppor- 
tunity to make sure there is no flinch. Even 
though bench rifles in their small calibers 
only produce four foot pounds of recoil 
many shooters flinch slightly. This could be 
caused by bad experiences with big, boom- 
ing, hurting, magnum, hunting rifles. Some 
people are noise sensitive. Whatever the 
reason, test to make sure you're not flinch- 
ing. First, and most important, make up 
your mind you’re not going to flinch. Get a 
buddy to alternately load a round, or leave 
an empty chamber while you're turned 
around and not looking. Since you don’t 
know if the gun will fire, when the pin falls on 
an empty chamber it will show if you're jerk- 
ing the trigger, or flinching, and moving the 
crosshairs. When you've gone into a slump, 
run some dry fire practice and see if it’s a 
flinch, or trigger yank which has caused the 
trouble. 

Breath control is not nearly so important 
in benchrest as in the other rifle sports. 
Where a free rifleman must be certain to 
watch breathing patterns as his sight pic- 
ture wanders, with our steady rests, we can 
give it some leeway. Being able to avoid 
worrying about breath control is one of the 
reasons | shoot free recoil. The breathing 
cycle contains a normal, slight, pause at the 
end of exhalation. We would like to increase 
the pause and release the shot in the next 
five or ten seconds. Get into a rhythm with 
your breathing and it soon becomes second 
nature to fire the shot at the proper mo- 
ment. 

One item Bob White and | liked to discuss 
was how to set up for our sighter shots. 
With a sloping butt stock there are three 
ways to doit. First is to leave the fore end in 
the same position and slide the rear bag 
backward to lower the muzzle to the sighter 
target. Second is to leave the bags in the 
same place and slide the rifle forward for the 
same effect. Third is to adjust the height of 
the front or rear rest with screw adjustment. 
I’ve always been most comfortable sliding 
the rear bag. It’s quick, the rifle is still sup- 
ported close to it’s center of gravity, and the 
return to the record target is easily accom- 
plished. Bob liked to move the whole rifle. 
He thought my way caused flyers while 
moving back up to the record target. | say 
the same thing about his way. By leaving 
the front support, the one closer to the cen- 
ter of gravity, consistant | feel better about 
my rifles accuracy. The third is used mostly 
with heavy bench guns and their flat butt 
stocks. It would support the Varmint rifle in 
exactly the same way for record and sighter 
shots but without cams it’s much too slow 
for match shooting. 


PRECISION SHOOTING — APRIL, 1989 


BENCHREST SHOOTING, 1989 


In support of benchrest shooting as an organized sport ... keeping in mind, if you 
would, that every member of the PS Board of Directors is a benchrest shooter . . . we 
will provide the following support to the sport in 1989... 


Super Shoot. Benefactor sponsor ($300.00). . . plus $21.00 to the shooter finishing in 
21st place in both classes, plus the two gun aggregate. Appropriate plaques for win- 
ning four shooter team. 


IBS Rookie of the Year. Authorized up to $300.00 for suitable trophy for the season 
winner. 


IBS Rookie Awards. Donating trophies for top three rookie finishers at three match- 
es: IBS Long Distance Championships, IBS Nationals, IBS Score Championships 
(varmint for score), all in heavy varmint class. 


IBS Nationals. Four shooter team awards. 


NBRSA Nationals. Four shooter team awards. 


Strange Duck Invitational. Budget of $500.00 for patches and nine trophies at week- 
end match at Camillus, New York on July 22-23. The match sponsorship is done in the 
interests of encouraging experimentation in the sport. 


Benchrest Shooter of the Year. Traditional trophy for 1988 winner. The 1989 winner 
will bu suitably honored (at 1990 Super Shoot), along with, for the first time, top twenty 
patches. 


Official Screamer Patches. Originator of the patches, and again a co-sponsor of the 
cost, along with the IBS and NBRSA. 


$500.00 Incentive Award to first shooter in 1989 to turn in a range aggregate of .250 
or smaller with an NRA match rifle, or a US military based rifle at an IBS or NBRSA 
registered match. 


Precision Shooting Magazine 
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Competitive benchrest shooting is one of 
the truly equalizing sports in the world 
today. It is largely a game of consistency, 
determination, and high tech equipment. 
Match participants, from the crack of the 
first rifle to the last emotional sigh, share the 
same opportunities to win. In this event 
there is little advantage to being bigger and 
stronger. 

Many stiff, upper-lipped male competi- 
tors have been reminded of this fact and 
have come to realize the so called “weaker 
sex” is long on ability and desire. Female 
shooters have left their mark on the game 
by registering some very competitive 
scores. 

The ladies in this game are tough compet- 
itors and come to matches prepared to win. 
They dislike being in last place as much as 
the next... “competitive person.” This arti- 
cle is about competitors . .. who happen to 
be women. 

“Side By Side” seemed to be an appropri- 
ate title for this article. As you will soon 
learn, all of the ladies were encouraged by 
their husbands to take up the game, but all 
went to the line by themselves and over- 
came whatever fears or apprehensions they 
may have had. Although the ladies never re- 
ally come out and say they liked besting 
their husbands, they all expressed their 
fondness of shooting with them. If they won 
...all the better. After reading their letters, | 
was left with the impression that they “dust- 
ed the old man’s feathers more than once.” | 
believe you will find their honesty quite re- 
freshing, insights to the point, and outlook 
for the future of the sport bright. 

Due to the overwhelming response of the 
ladies the article will be published in two 


SIDE BY SIDE 


John J. Gammuto 


parts. This month you will hear from Olive 
Walker, Jeanne Lynn, and Donnalee Price. 
As you will see in the reprint of the 1970 
South Creek Rod and Gun Club match re- 
sults, all three ladies finished in the top ten in 
all classes that they fired in that day. Olive 
Walker won the light varmint 100 yard ag- 
gregate (.4358) and the 200 yard grand ag- 
gregate (.5344). She placed 8th in the 200 
yard HV class. Jeanne Lynn and Donnalee 
(Stekl) Price went all the way in the three 
gun classic to place 5th and 9th respective- 
ly. 

Next month we'll wrap things up with the 
insights of Faye Boyer and Becky Sinclair. 
You're gonna enjoy reading this one. Those 
of you that have shot against either one of 
these ladies knows they are tough to 
beat. 

John J. Gammuto 


JEANNE LYNN 


Your letter brought to mind a rush of 
memories about benchrest shooting. With 
my involvement spanning 22 years | could 
write a book with all that has happened both 
to me and the art of precision shooting. 

In 1952 Carl and | bought a farm and built 
a bench for shooting even though benchrest 
shooting was not known to us at the time. 
We shot a Sukelle heavy barrel in a R2 Lov- 
ell, Springfield action, and Bishop stock. 
The scope was a 20 power Unertl. 

My first competition was the Original 
Pennsylvania 1000 Yard Benchrest Club 
who held their first three matches on our 
farm. Our good friend Bill Theis, who also 
later started varmint score shooting, was 


Y, HART RIFLE BARRELS, INC. 


Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


PRECISION STAINLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
AVAILABLE IN .224. 6MM,. 6.5MM. 7MM. 
.25 and .30 calibers. also .22 rim fire. 


Gunsmithing services and complete custom 
target and sporting rifles available. 


For prices and particulars. write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York 13084, R.D. No. 2 


Telephone 315-677-9841 
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the originator and driving force behind this 
club. The first rifle we used was a Douglas 
barreled 7MM Mag on a F.N. action and 
stocked by Bill Theis. Later we bought a 
40X rifle in .308 . . .l won my first 1000 yard 
match with this rifle. 

While competing with the 1000 yard 
group we met Jack Deming. Paul Kempfer 
and Jerry Guilds from the South Creek Club 
invited us to visit and try some 200/300 yard 
group shooting. One Sunday we drove up, 
and using borrowed guns, gave it a try. 
Needless to say we were both “hooked” on 
the sport. 

Our first rifle, which Carl and | shared, 
was a .308 caliber built by Bob Hart. | shot 
this gun until Carl caught me flinching as | 
pulled the trigger. | consistently was at the 
bottom of the list of competitors during this 
period. 

Memorial Day weekend 1970 at Fassett, 
PA Jerry Hart loaned me one of Clyde’s 
guns, a light varmint in 6x47. The gun and | 
seemed to be made for each other. | could 
do no wrong with it. That weekend brought 
me my first trophy. Olive Walker, Donnalee 
Price, and | made a clean sweep of all the 
trophies. Needless to say after that! wanted 
THAT gun. We bought it and | still have it. | 
shot it in all classes, even heavy bench. 
From then on | had a fabulous streak of luck 
for the next few years. 

The highlight of those days was being the 
first woman to win an International Champi- 
onship. | won the light varmint champion- 
ship in 1970 with an aggregate of .4063. 
The last group of the 200 yard stage 
cinched it for me. | remember Mike Walker 
sat on one side of me and Doc Garcelon on 
the other. | was not aware they were watch- 
ing me as | was so intent on following condi- 
tions. In those days we did not have the 
number of flags on the range as we do today 
and | was watching a blade of grass behind 
me to catch the breeze coming from that di- 
rection plus a tree at 100 yards. After firing 
my last shot both smiled and said, “It went 
in.” The honor of being the first woman to 
win such a championship is a memory | shall 
always cherish. 

During the period when | was really “on 
top of the heap” a number of men comment- 
ed “A class for just women should be creat- 
ed.” My response was “The day you do is 
the last day | shoot.” | am sure most were 
jesting but | do know there are some who do 
not like to be bested by a woman and will not 
encourage their female companions to com- 
pete. 
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Your statement that “All participants are 
created equal” is sure true. We all have the 
same advantage with our equipment, condi- 
tions, and our minds. If there is an advan- 
tage it is with the women. It is well known 
women tend to follow their instincts more 
often then men in many facets of life. Men 
seem to be more analytical in their shooting. 
While | do carefully watch conditions, | 
learned early on to follow my instincts when 
it comes to squeezing the trigger. 

If it weren't for Carl’s support | could not 
shoot. He makes my guns, my bullets, and 
pre-loads my cartridges at home. Heis such 
a perfectionist that | find it difficult to be as 
precise and particular in loading as he is so 
we have an agreement that | wash his “dirty 
socks” and he does my share of the reload- 
ing work. 

Competitive shooting is expensive and 
can cause stress in the family unless both 
compete. We like to travel and combine 
shooting with traveling. Many matches start 
or end with a family mini vacation. We notice 
the families who take our advice on this are 
happy shooting families even if the wife is 
not always a shooter. 

Since our sport is so very expensive we 
encourage clubs to allow the female travel- 
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Left to right: Jeanne, Olive, and Donnalee. 
1970 South Creek Rod and Gun Club, Fassett, PA. 


ing companion of shooters to shoot for free. 
This was an agenda item of the 1988 IBS 
Annual Meeting but it was rejected. Does 
this answer your last question of what we 
can do to promote the sport and draw more 
women competitors into the game? It tells 
me that more women will not shoot because 
shooters in general do not want them to 
shoot. Were the track records of Price, 
Walker, Boyer, Brennan, Sinclair, Gordon, 
Culver, and Lynn too good to suit the aver- 
age male ego? More women will shoot if 
they are made to feel welcome and modest 
inducements are offered to compensate the 
cost. Entry fees can be nearly $100 for two 
people shooting two guns for two days in 
group shooting. 

The future trend of male and female 
shooting companions will probably be to 
one day score matches within easy travel- 
ing distances, especially if the woman 
shoots for free. Women like a bargain. The 
coupon business is proof of this. 

| still feel very competitive, even though | 
am a senior citizen now. | really enjoy being 
able to give the boys “alittle pinch” now and 
then by being in the top ten. 

Yours truly, 
Jeanne Lynn 


DONNALEE PRICE 


| got started in BR through the interest of 
my first husband, Jim Stekl. Dave Hall en- 
couraged us both, and we became part of 
his group of devotees (to the sport, and to 
him). | remember all night sessions of deep 
discussions and debate regarding every de- 
tail of what could/would/should work to win 
a match, or at least compete effectively. 
(Dave made a sign once and hung it on the 
center pole of our common loading area at 
the Nationals at Hart’s Range near 
Wapwallopen, PA. It said, “We use the 
“WAG” system of shooting exclusively.” 
When asked by an unknowing bystander to 
interpret that term, Dave would tell them 
(him or her) that “WAG” stood for “Wild Ass 
Guess.” 

| shot in my first registered BR competi- 
tion in the spring of ’67 at Harts’ Council 
Cup Range. Jim’s and my first winning rifle 
was a 10% Ib. .308, which we shared and 
shot in all three classes of varmint competi- 
tion for quite a while. We found it to be a 
good rifle to “learn on” at the time (some- 
what forgiving in windy conditions), keeping 
in mind that a half-inch MOA was a winning 
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SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN CLUB 


Fassett, Pa. 


ALL VARMINT REGISTERED MATCHES — May 29, 30 & 31, 1970 
(Top 10 in All 3 Classes) 


LIGHT VARMINT CLASS 
Friday, May 29, 1970 
— 41 Competitors — 

5-5 Shot Groups 
100 Yard Aggregate 


Olive Walker* ~~ --------- 4358 
Wied: Pantcell s.eceaaecss AAO6 
U Demi oc-cecok css ALGO 
Donalee Stekl® —..------- .« 4516 
lra Whithey ~..-----.--<- 4594 
G. Southard 22. ---.----=- 4728 
W -Airts.c:22cce5--secese 3 4928 
De MellWain: oo. 2esscccees 2 4944 
Rs net once she, oll 
By. Bains. semseee ce ccccecs, I 


5-5 Shot Groups 
200 Yard Aggregate 


es SROGIN «2 ee can ase os SNe he 
WOM, ROC soc ccs 3e 820 
&: StU: occcncae-ssec-s. 4 6231 
DB. HAY wcsncnnn weennsecs a 6307 
Olive Walker* .u.-.2<2cc< 6330 
Wi, Fish? .ccexnceccass - 6390 
1D Bastion: -e4ecccssceece 6500 
Jeanne Lsnn® w.2scessscs 534 
Wes Bart caeeoceececeaate .G618 
Ay LNAI coetssoewcnncacss 6742 


100-200 Yard Grand Aggregate 


Olive Walker* —---------- .5344 
We (Hatt .c.c.csccceec ness 03 
J. MM, Reeee. cso seceses= D800 


Donalee Stekl* 
D. Mellwain 
Alex Lynn 


Pi Hart Seesncecscessccse cl 
Jeanne Lynn*® ..-.-----.- 4003 
G. cd. DONG — 2.625 nccnsee O10 
ith, 1. WRARES. 2 occnnccss cess 6064 
HEAVY VARMINT CLASS 
May 30, 1970 
— 77 Competitors — 
100 Yard Aggregate 
1. J. Deming —.------------- .3032 
2. GoAIbORtIs: a.ceansschs sce 38724 
Class Cal. 
Gerald Southard L.V. & Sp. 30S 
Hiv. 30S 
Wallace Hart L.V.& Sp. 308 
H.V. 308 


Jack Deming 


Emory Tooly 


L.V. & Sp. 

H.V. UR 
L.V. 100 Yd. 6617 
L.V. 200 Yd. 
HW, “anv. 222 
H.V. 200 Yd. 80s 
Sporter 30s 
Lev. 


Jeanne Lynn 229 May 
Sporter 6 
H.V 308 

P.d. Hart UV. Bee 
Sporter 617 
HEN: M 

Jim Stekl LV. & HW. 
Sporter 8 

Ira Whitney L.V.& Sp. 6 ; 
H.V. eos? 

Donalee Stekl L.V.& Sp GAG 
H.V. 30s 

Mike Walker LV. 


Sporter 


HV. 


B. Dunn 
A. Cupo 
I. Whitney 


3 A. Freund o2.--<-------=- 8802 
{. . Mille. sceeceooeoeneee 4110 
5. G. Southard) 2-2---------- 4276 
6: Te AGool! c<cesceccuscened « 4324 
Fhe WWTHEN: - oct oct esse 4410 
& Dlive Walker... ..-...--< A420 
Gi RE EPA) Santer eed Ad24 
10. P. J. Hart .-------------- 4482 
200 Yard Aggregate 
Ly ‘WWe Hitt). se-cc et ecee 2 
oF WE. Dit ssc cs eset ete STAN 
3). 4G. Southvid 2n-seises-sec 5674 
4... "Lerey Deétseht .2---2- <<< 162 
Dp WR Hall eco eee eee 6 6227 
6. Donalee Stekl* ~--------- . 6303 
T Ax COM: <ccccecucssscsect 464 
Be (ks PO0lS zene eSeseeese= .G704 
OR DOWONG .- <n 2086 enews 6798 
10, seanne Lynn® 2--.---3-- 0868 
100-200 Yard Grand Aggregate 

K.. Wahitttceec ccc aes. 4924 
2. Ch Sottthard) acne aecn ns 5 4975 
SR HA secede cee 20325 
Cee ei | res 387 
& EB. POON sn.22--c-ss-s- 5 ald 
6. 516 
vi 

8. 

9. 


10. Jeanne Lynn* 


P. J. Hart 


W024 


SPORTER CLASS 
May 31, 1970 

— 44 Competitors — 

100 Yard Aggregate 


1, deanne Ugnn® 2. sccceas ddd 
D. Mike Walkee: ec. 2scex=se 3628 
& Ast Breund: ..c-sss-ecocee QO 
4. Jim Stekl advsmiamvanwats “HIDE 
ae G, Southiattl seoncscsccuse 3 4210 
6. (Pods Hatt 2cscccasccccous. J 4268 
9 (Es Tally ccs sceaseceses ABA2 
ROA csc cccecee wae A690 
Dee GONG 2cccen esos A822 
10; ‘Chet Andrews: <2....225.. A876 
200 Yard Aggregate 
1. (DD: MelINAN 225-..2ce.05 A467 
9. Pim Stekl)- sco. .s-ceseeks ABLS 
8. GE Saithied, acc-c203-525- A987 
fe GGUS icc cce coos Coe 
ee  Deaste | cenccscccncacncm 
6. K. Hostetter 
tc 0 DUM occcse ie accccs 2A. 
BOG: ANON”) ples cnet cee 088 
9. Donalee Stekl* —.-------- 913 
Os LOWREY oosencen tend - 6030 
100-200 Yard Grand Aggregate 
Is Simi Stekl .ncceec-esdsens Ad69 
2. Gi. Southard, .-c<..-2--ss- 4598 
3. Jeanne Lynn* —_--------- A797 
4s TE TOOIN: cence ska accessd AQL2 
So. Ry UH scccrcn—2ssaccs 5179 
6. J. Deming —~~------------- 9303 
7. Mike Walker ~----------- . 
8 D. Mellwain -.----------- 9356 
9. ° WN Hat 2552 -n25escnecs F 
10. G. Arnold 


THREE GUN AGGREGATE — 33 Competitors — 


(Top 10) 
Light Heavy 
Varmint Varmint  Sporter Age. 
1. G. Southard 6289 ATS A598 9287 
2. W. Hart 773 432 ) 
3. J. Deming 6010 .9303 dd66 
4. E. Tooly 6340 ool AQL2 d88 
5d. J. Lynn* 6003 6024 A797 608 
> aaa ar 5 
6. P. Hart 969 882 179 676 
7. J. Stekl 104 0877 A469 816 
8. 1. Whitney 6064 879 960 967 
¢ Stok] * eye re = * 
9. D. Stekl 842 6060 6710 6204 
10. M. Walker 6127 7383 D308 6272 
Last Place 9097 
TOP 10 EQUIPMENT DATA 
metion Barrel Gunsmith Stocker Bullet Load Scope 
ret pat Self Sierra 168 18.3 H380 Lyman 
Hare Hast Self Sierra 168 18.3 H3S80 Lyman 
Ho tines Hart Sierra 16s 12-1895 Unertl 
BBE RIK Hast Hart Sierra 168 12-4895 Lyman 
Sangin eee C. Hart Detsch 70 Redfield 
SORE oe: Conan Detsch 53 Redfield 
HOG Rem. Hart Jahnwen 8 ’ yan 
aan are Johnson Unert! 
700 Rem Har jopmee Rei field 
Hart : Hat Johnson Sierra 168 Rem 
700 Sly tet Hart Detsch 53 Lyman 
a are C. Hart Detsch 70 Pedfield 
6a0 Sie Ha ; 1 Hart Sierra 16s Lyman 
660 Sly. Hart € Seale ne as i veal Redfield 
739 Sly, Tat eat =o Ely etsch rma) Weaver 
ent, Rem. Rem. ; Rea : se si oe 
Meme rete Rem, Rem. Sierra 168 thon, 
favate) Han tc tiart Ge Hlaet Betaeh 7a ye 
Gu Sly, Hart « ait © inn paysch es Redlieltt 
art art ». Ba i Sein we bade 
ra a eo Ean 
WON BR Rem, Rem. Rem. D 2h ‘it ems 
iON BR Rem. Rem. Rem. oe rr . ene 
= eet ie! . 
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DONNALEE PRICE 


Continued 


aggregate then! We both did real well with 
the “Dirty .30’s,” but eventualy converted to 
the 6x47’s. | shot a PPC (what else?) for the 
last few years of my benchrest career. 

As for trials and tribulations, amusing an- 
ecdotes, memorable experiences, and/or 
accomplishments, these thoughts come to 
mind. 

| always enjoyed the competition — try- 
ing to beat the best of them Page, Walker(s), 
Hall(s), Stekl, Blensinger, James, and Price, 
to mention a few. | made the mistake of chal- 
lenging Walt Berger to a foot race a few 
years ago, at Black Canyon Range near 
Phoenix, and | got beat. He’s fast, don’t 
take him on! (Maybe | was S-L-O-W.) 

| don’t have to tell anybody what a thrill it 
is to have everything working, and know it, 
and have somebody (like Selby Wright) 
walk up to you after the match is over and 
say, “You got the job done, buddy!” — he 
made me feel just like one of the guys. 

| remember “calling” a world record group 
(a la Babe Ruth) years ago at Kelbly’s 
Range near Marshallville, OH. Art 
Blensinger was clipping my 100 yard aggre- 
gate record in sporter class, and! was doing 
nothing in the match. George, who was 
serving as Range Officer, let me KNOW that 
| was walking to the line to fire my final group 
at 100 yards. | responded that | had one 
more chance to do something, and then pro- 
ceeded to shoot a group that range- 
measured .085” (.090” official) to break the 
existing group record (which gives you an 
idea of just how long ago that was.) | turned 
around and looked at George, and he just 
shook his head. (Needless to say, we were 
BOTH flabergasted!) 

It was neat getting to know shooters from 
all over the world, and certainly a memora- 
ble experience for me was meeting, and 
eventually joining up with a new shooting 
partner in ’78 (Glenn Price), with all due re- 
spect to all parties involved — especially my 
old shooting partner (Jim Stekl) who is still 
one of the best, and co-producer of a couple 
of pretty fair competitors in their own rights. 
(Deb, now 25, and Lar, now 20.) 

My biggest benchrest thrill was watching 
Deb’s performance in the ’74 Super Shoot 
at Wapwallopen, when she (at 11 years of 
age, competing in her first match) tied for 
second place in a field of about 160 competi- 
tors in the qualifying round. | know it was a 
thrill for Jim, too, because he couldn’t even 
watch her groups — said it made his stom- 
ach queasy! 

Deb made another good showing during 
her (and Larry’s) first visit to California at the 
time of her 16th birthday in ’79. Glenn and | 
packed the kids into a van and took off for 
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the old Skunk Creek Range near Phoenix to 
shoot in a registered match there. Glenn set 
Deb up with a rifle, with which she handily 
won the 100 yard aggregate. (He decided to 
“tune” the rifle a week or so later, and it 
never did shoot well again!) 

Glenn and | had the pleasure of introduc- 
ing Larry to BR at Camillus, NY, in the early 
*80’s, when he was about 12 years old, and 
getting a shooting lesson from HIM in the 
bargain. 

A final benchrest memory special to me, is 
of Glenn and me finishing first and second, 
shooting together in our last match — the 
Southwest Regional Heavy Varmint Cham- 
pionship at the range near Las Vegas in Oc- 
tober of ’83, about two months before 
Glenn died of Leukemia (exactly five years 
ago last night, as a matter of fact.) 

Regarding likes and/or dislikes of the 
game, about the only issue | would note is 
money/merchandise vs. trophy only regis- 
tered competition, i.e., which of the two is 
truly better for the sport. It’s an old issue, 
dating back to the early days of BR, and still 
somewhat controversial. My concern is that 
attendance at regular NBRSA and IBS reg- 
istered competition not be adversely im- 
pacted by existence of popular “money 
matches.” 

My advice to new shooters of either sex, 
would be to get involved in the BR game at 
whatever “comfort level” suits you (from 
“trigger puller” to full-fledged gunsmith), 
and enjoy it! You won't find a more highly 
competitive sport, a group of individuals 
more willing to welcome you and even help 
you beat them at their own game. 

Thanx again, John, for including a “has 
been” in your article. (One more “Hall-ism” 
— better to be a “has been” than a “never- 
was!”) 

Sincerely, 
Donnalee B. Price 


MATCH PREP 


PRIMER POCKET TOOL 


This competition-grade life- 
time carbide tool cuts pockets 
g to SAAMI specs, precise 
depth, bottom flat, for 
uniform primer seating condi- 
tions. Continued use keeps 
pocket clean. Specify large 
rifle or small rifle, each priced 
$20 plus $1 shipping. 
Whitetail Design & Engineer- 
ing Ltd., 9421 E. Mannsiding 
Road, Clare, Michigan 48617 


ORDER FROM 


Feil WHITETAIL DESIGN & ENGINEERING LTD. 


Dept. PS, 9421 E. Mannsiding Rd. 
Clare, Michigan 48617 


OLIVE WALKER 

| started benchrest shooting at Johns- 
town in 1951. My first real accomplishment 
was a 10 shot group record in 1952 with a 
.222 Remington. This was before good 
jackets were available for custom bullets, 
so the group was shot with Sierra 55 grain 
bullets. It was in the .3’s, but stood for a peri- 
od of time as a record. From then on my ag- 
gregates were generally in the top 10. With 
up to 190 shooters at Johnstown and 
Dubois this was creditable shooting. In 
1954 Mike and | won nearly everything in 
sight until the first Nationals at Custer, S.D., 
where he won the 100 yard and placed 3rd 
in the agg. and | placed 10th. 

In those days there were ranges at Wilkes 
Barre, Lewistown, and Altoona, PA. One 
time at Wilkes Barre one of the men swore 
that | could not be shooting the winning 
groups that | was shooting. He insisted that 
Mike was shooting them for me. The refe- 
rees spent some time watching with spot- 
ting scopes before they were convinced. 
This was obviously before the moving back- 
er system. 

Another time in Staunton, VA | shot my 
whole 10 shot group on another shooters 
target. He had a reputation of eating people 
alive who would make such a mistake. | 
quickly went looking for Mike for protection 
as soon as | realized what | had done. As it 
turned out his reputation was exaggerated. 

My first rifle was a .222 built by Mike using 
barrels and actions from Remington and 
Ownes laminated stocks. These rifles were 
unlimited and usually weighed between 18 
and 25 Ibs. These guns were my favorite to 
shoot. Machine rests were not within the 
rules until approximately 1956. 

One thing | always liked about the game 
was everyone’s willingness to help new 
shooters. Obviously Mike was responsible 
for starting me out in benchrest shooting. 
Although | liked competing against him, | al- 
ways felt my real competition came from the 
range and from myself. 

My dislikes regarding the game generally 
were limited to the weather. One time at 
Hart’s we had rain and mud. | wore Clyde 
Harts rubber boots, which for me required 
two steps in to move. 

One thing that could be looked into is the 
large number of classes. At the big shoots, 
Nationals, Championships, Super Shoots, 
etc., the older shooters are worn out long 
before the shoot is over, which ends up in 
their not entering in all classes. The result is 
fewer shooters. 

The hunter class, including varmint for 
score, is much simpler and easier torunas a 
match and do not require a sophisticated 
range. This class is probably the future of 
benchrest shooting. 

Sincerely, 
Olive Walker 
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Dear Dave, 

For my fellow 22-250 shooters, salvation 
is at hand!! If you now shoot a 22-250 it tells 
me several things: 

1) You’re a very wise, personable and in- 
telligent person. 

2) Unlike bench-rest shooters, you are 
probably poor like me and unable to afford 
the “high priced spread”. 

3) You’re a member in the ranks of “hog- 
busters”, (ground hog shooters), or “dog- 
poppers”, (either prairie dogs or coyotes). 

Your use of a 22-250 also tells me you are 
probably a kindred spirit when it comes to 
shooting good but not great groups! Well, 
thanks to Bob Pease’s books I’m about to 
change all that for you! (at any time you can 
feel free to thank me in some monetary 
form!). 

Firstly, let me explain that | am not a ma- 
chinist with a PhD like all the benchresters, 
so take what | write with a pound or two of 
salt! (I'll trust the editor’s infinite wisdom to 
extract the dangerous, stupid, inaccurate 
stuff from this letter). 

When | scrounged up a good SAKO 
heavy barrel for my Ruger M-77, (back in the 
dark ages), | had my gunsmithing buddy 
chamber it for me. There was no discussion 
of free bore, or chamber dimensions, he just 
took the standard 22-250 reamer out of the 
box and cut the chamber, checked the 
headspace, and handed it back. He’s an ex- 
cellent gunsmith, but this was long before 
either he or | knew of PS Magazine, and nei- 


DAVE BEISNER 


ther of us do any bench rest shooting. Since 
that time, many thousands of bullets have 
gone down that tube with various results. 
Most all brands of bullets, with a reasonable 
powder charge, will group one inch at 100 
yards, and once | shot a one-quarter incher 
at 200 yards. The major problem was a lack 
of consistency in accuracy. | tried every- 
thing, and | do mean everything! 

After reading Pease’s article on “tight 
neck turkeys”, | started looking at the neck 
area of my chamber as probably the source 
of the problem. Remember, | had tried 3 or 4 
different brands of cases, weighed the 
cases, turned the necks to varying degrees, 
etc. with no positive results, and | don’t own 
any fancy micrometers to measure case 
neck thickness etc. 

At the time | was using Rem brass, the 
necks of which | had turned down for consis- 
tent wall thickness. A loaded round mea- 
sured .245 outside neck diameter, and 
when fired measured .255. | now under- 
stand the term for this condition is “big- 
bore” chambering. From talking to my gun- 
smith friend | also understand that this is 
done intentionally by the manufacturers for 
safety reasons. Safety is apparently the ra- 
tionale for the manufacturers of chamber 
reamers also! However, all is not lost. 

| took some Federal .308 cases, ran them 
through a FL .243 die, then through my FL 
22-250 die, and trimmed them to length. 
You talk about thick neck walls! But remem- 
ber, you can always reduce the neck thick- 


THE WICHITA WBR 1375 

© Receiver 1.375” in dia. — 8” long 

® Steel Extractor 

© Opposite-side ports available in right hand or left 


hand model 1375's. Priced Extra. 


$475.00 Plus Shipping 


All actions finished in white. Bolts feature 3 locking lug-design. Suitable for Canjar or 
Remington triggers. Barrel thread size 1" 16 NF - 3 X 1” deep. 


Wichita’s Fast Feed Cone Bolt 


Wichita’s Easy to Remove Trigger 
Adaptor 


Wichita’s Short Tang — Reduces Weight 


Wichita’s Super Flute — Reduces Weight 


Steel Extractor 


Wichita Precision Rifle Rest 
Cast iron and steel 11 Ibs. $82.50 
Bag Set $26.95 


Wichita Arms, Inc. 
444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, KS 67211 


Anschutz Trigger Hook-ups on special 
order (additional cost) 


F.0.B. Wichita 
Send FFL with order or write 
for more information. 


e (316) 265-0661 


ness, but you can’t put it back on! (unlike 
fat). By trial and error (lots of error), | slowly 
turned the necks down until a case with 
seated bullet miked out at .252. This gave 
me a difference of .003 from the OD of a 
fired case. 

| rushed to the range with my 5 remaining 
cases loaded with Lester Bruno’s 52 Gr. FB 
miracle pills and HOT-DAMM if they didn’t 
group one quarter inch at 100! | had fire 
formed the cases twice prior to shooting the 
group, and | always trim to length for consis- 
tency. These thick necked cases do not 
stretch, but since | have loaded them only 3 
times | have no idea as to how many 
reloadings they will survive. Regardless, 
there are a lot of Virginia Marmots that are in 
for one helluva surprise this coming Sum- 
mer! 

| have a new system for checking cases 
(for consistency). If the case produces a 
flyer from the group, | file a small notch on 
the rim. The second time it fails to group it 
gets trashed! 

The above method of using cases pre- 
pared from .308 brass has been the biggest 
single factor for improving accuracy in my 
22-250. | have not made any comparisons 
with other calibers to see what cases could 
be used to thicken necks, and thereby im- 
prove accuracy. Being not too bright my- 
self, | just try to pay attention when people 
like Bob Pease speak! You can rest assured 
that when he speaks again, I'll have my 
hearing aid turned on HIGH! 

Dave Beisner 
11792 Antietam Road 
Woodbridge, Va. 22192 


A BIT OF 
LAGNIAPPE 


from Chuck Cornett 


Chuck Cornett,the author of “Prairie Dog 
Hunter's Guide to Montana” (described 
under the “Books” article elsewhere in this 
issue) has passed along a bit of lagniappe 
for our live varmint shooting readers (a good 
dictionary will tell you that “lagniappe” pro- 
nounced lan-yap . . . is “a small gift given a 
customer by a merchant at the time of pur- 
chase; broadly speaking, something given 
or obtained gratuitously or by way of good 
measure”). The two prairie dog targets on 
the facing page can be run through the near- 
est photostat machine, and get in some ad- 
vance practice. the “dogs” are to scale, 
more or less. 
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HOW TO MONITOR FRAME-STRETCHING 
IN YOUR T/C CONTENDER 


The T/C Contender action is one of the 
most versatile ever developed. Its endear- 
ing features include light weight, relatively 
low price and its ability to instantly barrel- 
swap between a wide variety of useful 
chamberings. It has one problem area, how- 
ever, which causes the unsuspecting user 
no end of trouble: the action can be 
stretched by overly powerful loads. Once 
stretched the thing will not shoot for sour 
owl sweat. The winning loads that worked 
before will now produce only patterns on the 
paper (TALL patterns!). Some chamberings 
will not usually do this to the frame (223 
Rem, 22 Hornet, 257 Mag) because their 
head diameter is so small that normal, full- 
pressure loads don’t create enough case- 
head thrust to permanently stretch the ac- 
tion. Other chamberings (250 Savage, 
30-40 Krag, 30-30, 45/70, etc.) can and will 
cause the action to stretch if they are not 
loaded properly. 

Did you know that you spring the action 
almost every time that you shoot your Con- 
tender? Most center-fire loads of medium- 
to-high power cause the Contender action 
to spring open (fore-and-aft) just a bit. This 
springing is within the “elastic limit” of the 
frame, so it immediately springs back to the 
fully closed position when the case-head 
thrust stops. It is therefore useful to think of 
your Contender action as if it were a spring. 
The greater the case-head thrust a load pro- 
duces, the further open the action will 
spring. All springs have their limits. If 
stretched beyond this “elastic limit”, then 
the spring (or action) does NOT fully re- 


&) “The Reamer People” 
Precision 


CHAMBERING 
REAMERS 


Professional gus 
Quality _ A 


Ig Easy Payment 
Precision Tool Mfg. 

| 1141 So. Sumner Rd. 

| Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 USA 


1-503-267-4331 FAX: 503-267-5996 


Ed Wosika 
HANNED PRECISION 


bound to its normal at-rest length. It has 
“yielded” a bit. The action is made a bit long- 
er by this, and it is also weakened. It will 
yield even easier the next time! The action 
yields a bit more with each overloaded 
round that is shot through it. Once this proc- 
ess reaches an advanced stage, you can 
just kiss off the idea of that action ever again 
performing well for you! It will look just the 
same as before. They don’t grow warts 
when damaged, they just don’t shoot worth 
a darn. You’re up the creek, dude! 

There are two things you can do to pre- 
vent this happening to you. First, NEVER 
buy a “used” T/C frame. Secondly, use the 
procedure outlined below to measure each 
of your Contender frames when it is in good 
condition. That way they can be remeas- 
ured any time in the future to see if they are 
being stretched by a hot load. If not, then all 
is OK. If the stretching has just started, then 
BACK OFF ON THE LOAD!! | stretched 
several frames before | finally figured out 
this trick. Hopefully this trick will help you 
from ever having to send a frame back to 
T/C for a 2 to 3 month wait while they check 
it out. If T/C finds that your frame is beyond 
salvage, they will replace it without charge, 
but you'll be without it for a looooong time in 
that case. Using this procedure is much sim- 
pler and more assuring than “running blind”. 
There is just no excuse for ruining such a 
fine piece of gear if you have a way to avoid 
it! The Contender can spit out very powerful 
medicine, but it’s up to YOU to know its lim- 
its. 

TOOLS REQUIRED 

All you need are a pair of good dial cali- 
pers and your load notebook. The best style 
of caliper is that in which the dial reads 1/10” 
per dial revolution (some read 2/10 per rev). 
Each time before making a critical measure- 
ment with them, wipe off the full length of the 
mating area between the two jaws, then 
fully close the gap. If the dial does not read 
zero, then readjust it so it does (loosen the 
dial clamp and rotate it to read zero). You 
are then ready to make your measurement. 
MEASURING THE FRAME: 

1) Remove the barrel assembly, then rein- 
sert the hinge pin into the frame. 

2) Open the caliper jaws until the dial 
reads 2.5” or a bit more. This will cause the 
depth-reference rod to stick out the base of 
the tool the same distance that the jaws are 
separated (2.5”). 

3) Hold the frame upright in your left hand, 
with the frame’s front opening pointing to 


the right. The calipers are held level in the 
right hand, with the jaws pointing upwards 
and the depth reference rod pointing to the 
left. Grip the tool near its base (thumb verti- 
cal, fingers angling to the left). 

4) Keep the depth-reference rod horizon- 
tal and stick it into the interior of the action, 
laying it attop the action pin against the far 
side of the action’s interior, and resting the 
rod’s tip against the vertical action face. 

5) Check level by being sure that the rodis 
resting against the front of the frame AND 
the top of the hinge pin. When all is aligned, 
push the tool body towards the action until 
the calipers’ base touches it the action 
pin. 

6) Remove the calipers and read the dis- 
tance indicated. Try it a few more times until 
you get the hang of it and the readings are 
the same, then record the reading along 
with the action’s serial number in your re- 
loading book. 

USING YOUR BASE-LINE 
MEASUREMENT 

If you end up trying some loads that are 
toward the HOT end of the spectrum, it then 
takes only a minute or two to check whether 
or not your action is being stretched. Just 
make the measurement again after every 
few rounds. If the measured distance in- 
creases AT ALL, then you ARE overloaded. 
BACK OFF and try it again. Do NOT shoot 
up the rest of those loads in a T/C. The inex- 
perienced user (some of your readers?) may 
be tempted to shoot up the remaining 
rounds, however the trouble of breaking 
them down to components again is much 
less than the hell resulting from a stretched 
action. Once stretched, they look perfect 
but won't shoot even good loads well! It is 
hard to wear out a T/C action if it is fed the 
right loads. Each barrel of the same cham- 
bering will have slightly different dimen- 
sions, so it will have a different maximum 
load. This technique lets you search for 
good loadings without wondering if that 
sweet action is being destroyed! Without 
this technique, the user is forced to either 
have to stick with very conservative load- 
ings, or buy stock in T/C!! If one of your 
readers’ loads goes sour, then this tech- 
nique lets them eliminate action-stretching 
as a cause. They will enjoy their T/C a lot 
more knowing that they can detect damage 
before it can take its dreadful toll. We en- 
courage you to pass on this technique to yor 
readers. 
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UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
Match Schedule — Map — Motels 


Agg. Awards will be presented to winners of April 23, Aug. 5 & 6th Matches 


April 23 Score 100 Veo os ohne 11:00 AM 

Money Shoot April cet .... DWieasscccwesssvconesans as 100/200 yds. .... 9:00 AM 
April 30th .... H.V..............00.0020.. 100/200 yds 8:30 AM 

RVs OE Fclos 6s eek E14 oS 200/300 yds 8:00 AM 

Mok cag ete ar pen tes ne 200/300 yds 8:00 AM 

Score Championship 200 yds 11:00 AM 

Score Championship 10:00 AM 


Warm Ups — Time permitting or 3 min. sight ins 


MOTELS: 
University Motor 523-1171 Best Western 524-5500 
Comfort Inn 568-8000 Mifflinburg Hotel 966-3003 
Colonial Crest 523-1106 Brook Park Inn 524-7733 
523-1263 College Inn 523-1228 


ASK FOR THE FACTORY CLASS SHOOT SCHEDULE COMING 
TO UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 


oe EXIT 
TO LAURELTON SPRUCE FRIENDLY G) a 
C 2 


STATE COLLEGE STATE RUN NURSING 
SCHOOL NN. ft HOME 
Rt. 45 e Rt. 45 MIFFLINBURG o 
Rt. 45 


HARTLETON LEWISBURG 


SPEED TRAP 


S> WINFIELD 


3 miles 


Contact — Linda Boop 
717-966-3677 


Richard Altemus 
717-524-4013 
LIVERPOOL 


Camping — Meals — Showers SOUTH TO 
HARRISBURG 
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“BENCHREST: A COST ESTIMATE” 


Dear John, 

In arecent article you stated and | quote, 
“Many people hesitate to initiate change be- 
cause they either feel helpless or feel the 
odds are overwhelmingly stacked against 
them.” You also stated, “WE HAVE TO AT- 
TRACT PEOPLE WITH IDEAS AND ‘CAN 
DO’ ATTITUDES. Are you one of these 
people? If so, you have just been given 
what’s known as an opportunity.” 

| feel that the proverbial opportunity 
knocked at your door to recruit many new 
shooters into our sport and you slammed 
that door with your article — “Benchrest: A 
Cost Estimate”. In your cost estimate no 
thought was given to the fact that many 
items you have listed, most interested rifle 
shooters would have in their possession. 
Why, because if someone takes the time to 
go to a benchrest match just to look around 
and see if anything can be learned, he al- 
ready has alot of the basic equipment. Also, 
there are things on your list that a ten year 
veteran of benchrest very well may not 
have, much less want. Therefore, wouldn't 
it have been better to take this into consider- 
ation and reference these items as equip- 
ment on hand. In this way a new shooter, 
thinking about benchrest, could then sub- 
tract his equipment from this ridiculous total 
of $4,894.00 for a first year shooter. 

| understand that one of the goals for Pre- 
cision Shooting is to evolve into a national 
syndicated magazine. Well, if | were a bored 
tennis player looking for something to do 
and read this article, | would just lay the 
magazine down, move on, and wonder 


SHILEN RIFLES 
CONGRATULATES 


TONY BOYER 


OF 
KEEZLETOWN, VIRGINIA 


what was in store for me as a second year 
shooter! 

We cannot continue by mouth to mouth, 
or pen in hand, to boast about how much 
money each of us has spent on something 
we all love to do. Instead we must spend 
more time showing a new shooter how to 
use what he already has, rather than telling 
him that he needs the top of the line equip- 
ment to start with. 

We should concentrate more on how to 
administrate our already in place “Rookie of 
the Year Award” instead of telling him he 
must compete with the sports best in his 
first year. Let him decide the time table of 
what he needs and when he needs it. The 
important thing is he will have joined our 
ranks! 

lamin agreement with your statement we 
must attract people with ideas that will en- 
hance our sport. Are you one of these peo- 
ple? 

Randy Fritz 


Dear Randy, 

Thank you for your recent comments on 
the cost estimate article. Although you and | 
seem to be at odds on this issue it is most 
gratifying to know that you took the time to 
read not only one, but several articles in the 
December issue. 

As you know, | have been on staff for ap- 
proximately seven or eight months. In that 
period of time | have tried my best to provide 
you with honest and technically accurate 
material. Apparently | failed YOU on this 
one. 


Tony Boyer’s 1988 success was without precedent 
in benchrest competition. In IBS and NBRSA Na- 
tional Championships he won four range aggre- 
gates, three Grand aggregates and both 3-Gun ti- 
tles. That Tony used Shilen Select Match barrels 
exclusively is a source of pride and inspiration to 


everyone at Shilen Rifles. 


= 


For information on the complete line of Shilen products send $2.00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets 
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SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. e Ennis, Texas 75119 


(214) 875-5318 


Your letter is my first negative criticism. | 
have to admit I’ve been expecting your let- 
ter, or at least one very similar to it, because 
I’ve known for quite some time that “You 
can’t please all the people all of the time.” 

Although | disagree with the greater por- 
tion of the substance of your letter, | do ad- 
mire you for coming out and defending your 
point of view. It tells me you care about the 
future of the sport. 

Organized benchrest shooting has been 
around for approximately forty years now 
and that didn’t happen by accident. The 
game naturally attracts people like you and 
me. Each and everyone of us in the game 
contributes in our own way and on our own 
level. We may be at odds from time to time, 
but we share many of the same simple 
pleasures, and that’s what bonds us to- 
gether. 

If you had not questioned my dedication 
to the game | would have just printed your 
letter and left it at that. | recognize that your 
opinion is just that, your opinion. Now | feel 
compelled to respond to several of your 
points in defense of my own position. The in- 
tent of my response is not to aggravate the 
situation, but to try and make my views a lit- 
tle clearer to you. So please consider them 
on those terms. 

First, if you knew me better you would 
know | have never intentionally “slammed 
the door” in the face of any new shooter or 
shooters. You have misjudged my intent in 
this regard. Second, | have never met a 
benchrest shooter completely devoid of 
common sense or the ability to “make do” in 
adverse or unusual circumstances. The av- 
erage benchrest shooter is very resourceful 
and imaginative when it comes to gathering 
the things he needs to compete. Therefore, 
it seems reasonable to me that if a person 


P-CHEC DIE!: Merrill Martin’s Cast Bullet 
(CB) accuracy gadget is now available to you. 
Die set cuts disks from LDPE plastic (2500/ 
hr). Also square- seats disk into loaded case’s 


mouth, prior to seating CB. Handmade to 
your specs. Provide: necklength, max neck 
O.D. (expanded), & CB diameter. They seal all 
gas leakage around CB, permitting high ve- 
locity and accuracy for both plain and check- 
based CBs. Cost is $51, including die set, 
cutter-base, and good instructions. 


HANNED PRECISION, POB 2888-PS 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
“Only a benchrester has the skill to set 
world class CB records.” - Ed Wosika 
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were interested in getting into the sport and 
he looked over my estimate, he would have 
enough sense to deduct those items that he 
already owns from the grand total and 
wouldn't need assistance from the likes of 
me. You will also find in the “assumptions” 
portion of the estimate a reference to used 
equipment and a “guestimate” as to what 
that might be worth. 

When | decided that benchrest shooting 
was something that | really wanted to do, | 
sold many of my hunting and lesser quality 
target rifles to finance my initial purchases. | 
think a lot of “beginners” start out by doing 
the very same thing. When entering some- 
thing like this, priorities need to be estab- 
lished and sometimes sacrifices also need 
to be made to achieve the objective. | would 
NEVER recommend that anyone take 
$5000 out of their savings account and start 
buying. Benchrest shooting is a very de- 
manding and complex activity. If you don’t 
take the time in the beginning to explore all 
the options available, you are going to pay a 
stiff price. A little patience and understand- 
ing go a long way in this game, as I’m sure 
you have learned by now. 

As to what a ten-year veteran may or may 
not have invested in personal equipment, 
that is a separate issue in itself. |, in search 
of “the edge”, have bought and sold more 
equipment than | care to think about, and if 
someone comes out with a better “thing-a- 
ma-bob” this year . . . you can bet I’m going 
to find a way to get one. 

As an additional point, very little of my 
“pre-benchrest” loading equipment is still 
around. | eventually came to realize that the 
vast majority of it simply served no purpose 
in this high tech game. Let’s not ‘BS’ the 
new guy. If he intends to be competitive and 
win matches today, he needs to have state- 
of-the-art equipment. The key words in the 
previous statement are COMPETITIVE and 
WIN, and please do not confuse STATE- 
OF-THE-ART with NEW. | still say buy new 
if you can afford it, get creative if you 
can’t. 

Randy, believe it or not, when | totaled up 
the “ridiculous total of $4,894.00” | could 
hardly believe it myself. Wanting to test the 


THE BOB PEASE 
COLLECTIONS, 


are spiral bound booklets on accuracy rifle shoot- 
ing. Written expressly to help guide you on bed- 
ding, accurizing, case preparation, neck turning, 
rifle preparation, scoping, loading and shooting 


techniques for rifle accuracy. All three Volumes 
have been revised, fully indexed and provided 
with Tables of Contents. Vol. I, Vol. II, and Vol. III 
are $6.00 each plus $1 first class postage per vol- 
ume. ALL THREE booklets together are $20 by 
FIRST CLASS mail. Bob Pease Accuracy, POB 
310787, New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787. 
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water prior to publication of the article | 
called about ten benchresters and asked 
them to give me a ball park figure as to what 
they thought it might cost them to start from 
“scratch”. All but two guessed the dollar 
amount within $500. Eight out of ten isn’t 
bad considering | would have gone ahead 


BRUNO 
SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


NEW LEUPOLD 36X SCOPES 


Available in Silver. See below. 
BRUNO SHOOTERS NEW DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR SWEETS 7.62 SOLV. 

ADJ. SHOOT STOOL 
Padded Seat Solid Oak $39.95 


BAUSCH & LOMB - 36X SCOPES 
Dot $339.95 — Xhair $334.95 


Federal 205m Primers per 1000, Sm. or Lg. 
Rem. 7am Primers per 1000, Sm. or Lg. 
Bonanza F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 
Redding F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 

Hart Rifle Rest (Varmint) 

J-4 Jackets 22 cal. 

J-4 Jackets 6mm 

Lead Wire 3/16” 50 Ib. spool 

Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool 

Lee Auto Prime (2 trays) 
Davidson Bullet Puller 
Leupold 36X Scope 

New Leupold (X-Hair) 

New Leupold (Dot) 

New Leupold ((X-Hair) Silver 


$ 18.95 


2 hole 12.95 3 hole 

Dot $336.95 X-Hair 324.95 
357.95 
369.95 
369.95 
381.95 
103.95 

86.95 
98.00 

Tuller Sand Bags Rear, Bunny, Rabbit 12.50 

Tuller Sand Bags Front #1 Hunt. Rifle 8.95 

Tuller Sand Bags #2 2¥2” competition 8.95 

Tuller Sand Bags #3 3” wide 8.95 

Tuller Heavy Duty Bolt Holster 7.95 

Uncle Mike’s Scope Caps 

Bushnell Lt. Wt. Scope Rings 

Bushnell 1” (wide) Lt. Wt. 

Comparitor Micrometer (carbide) reads 

in millionths 

Dial Caliper 6” Mitutoyo 

Dial Caliper 6’Stainless Steel 

Ball Micrometer Ay 

Standard 1” Micrometer 1-10,000 carbide 

Lyman Culver Powder Measure 

PPC Cases Sako-USA 

Shooting Stools, solid oak w/vinyl padded seat 

Never Dull - can 

Whitetail Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer 

Bruno Aluminum Side Tension Rest Top ... 

Bruno Loading Block (PPC), Lucite, Holds 20 

Bruno 310 Tool Neck Size Die, Accepts Wilson 

Bushings (Less Bushing) 
Hart Rifle Barrels 
Bald Eagle Front Rest 


Cleaning Supplies 
Bruno Custom Core Brush 
New 17 Cal Rifle Per Piece $ 
22, 6mm, 25, 6.5, 270, 7mm, 30, 303, 8mm, 
338, 35, 375, 458. . Per Dozen 
Pistol - 22, 38, 9mm, 41, 44, 45 Per Dozen 
Bore Guides with O Ring - 
Rem, Hart, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester 
(State Caliber — be specific) 
Hall, Wichita, other 


with the article if 50% had come close. 

As a close friend of mine once said to me 
at a match in reference to his new $1400 
light varmint rifle, “I’m just here doing the 
best | can with what | have.” I'll leave you 
with that thought. 

John J. Gammuto 


Patches - Bruno Cotton Flannel, 
22 Cal 1% Square Per M 
6mm Cal. 13%4 Square Per 500 
6mm or 30 Cal 2” Rd. Per 500 


Lube - Solvents - Solvent Bottles 
Bruno - Bolt Lube Plastic Syringe 
Gold Medallion - 4 oz. 
Marksmans Choice - 16 oz. Bottle 
Marksmans Choice - 4 oz. Bottle 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 2 oz. 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 4 oz. 
Sweets 7.62 Solvent 8 oz. 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro - Gallon 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro - Qt. 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro - Pint 
New Hoppies Bench Rest - 4 oz. 
New Hoppies Bench Rest - 16 oz. 


Sweets - Swabs 

22 Sweets Swabs 
6mm Sweets Swabs 
7mm Sweets Swabs 
30 & Up Sweets Swabs 
Chamber Swab - PPC 


Bruno Bullets 
22 Cal. 52 Grain FB 
New 22 Cal. 57 Grain FB 
New 22 Cal. 63 Grain FB 
6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 FB 
6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 BT 
(Min. Order 500 per caliber and weight) 


Sinclair Products 
Sinclair Arbor Press 60.95 
Sinclair Neck Turner - Two Calibers Complete 50.95 
Mandrel for Neck Turner 9.50 
Sinclair Concentricity Fixture 48.00 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand - 1 Caliber 30.00 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand - 2 Caliber 51.00 
Sinclair Side Tension Rest Top (New 1986) 41.00 
Sinclair Adj. Seating Die - State Caliber 55.00 
Sinclair Action Cleaning Kit 16.50 
Sinclair Pill Bottle Adapt. Lyman, Reading 17.95 
Sinclair Neck Expander 2 Calibers 20.25 
Sinclair Case Length Trimmer Mini, 22, 6mm 15.00 
Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformer 18.95 
Sinclair Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer 33.95 
Sinclair Bolt Disengagement Tool Remington 16.75 
Sinclair Deluxe Deburing Tool with 

Shouldered Top Large Flash Hole 15.00 
Sinclair Deburing Tool - Flash Hole PPC 13.50 
Sinclair Powder Measure Bracket 12.00 
Sinclair Seating Depth Comparitor 6 Calibers 10.95 


Parker Hale Coated Rods 
17 Cal. - 32” Coated Rifle 16.50 
17 Cal. - Jag 2.50 
22, 6mm, 30 - 37” Rifle Rod 16.50 
22, 6mm, 30 - 44” Rifle Rod 16.50 
Jag or Adaptor Per Piece 2.50 


Dewey Coated Rods 
22, 6mm - 36” Rod 15.00 
22, 6mm - 44” Rod 15.50 
30 Cal. - 36” Rod 16.00 
30 Cal. - 44” Rod ; 16.50 
Jag - 22, 30 ; 2.25 
Adaptor 22, 30 2.25 
Dewey 17 cal. Stainless Steel Rod 36” 18.00 
Dewey 17 cal. Jag 2.25 


Wilson 
Case Trimmer ‘ 24.36 
Case Holder j 4.38 
Neck Size Die, Less Bushing 28.80 
Straight Line Bullet Seater 28.80 
Bushing, Reversible ’ 6.95 
Full Length Resizing Die 13.65 


Please include payment with order. Include ample shipping, overpayments will be refunded. ADD 2.90 for 
COD orders. All orders will be shipped UPS. PA residents add 6% sales tax. Dealer price sheets available 
with signed copy of FFL. Prices subject to change without notice. Other products available. Write for 


complete price sheet to: 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


10 - 5th St. 


Kelayres, Pa. 18231 


(717) 929-1791 


BOB PUSZCZ 


(Letter continuation from last month) 


In many areas highpower (rifle) competi- 
tion has been limited to ranges of less than 
300 yards. My home state, New York, is a 
pretty good sized hunk of real estate, as 
states go ... but we’ve only got two 600 
yard ranges in the whole state. This results 
in the need for rifle cartridge combinations 
that will perform well at the shorter ranges, 
and fit other important criteria as well. It is 
hoped that the readers of PS, both gun- 
smiths and shooters, will be willing to share 
their ideas with us, and hopefully their ex- 
periences. Some of the “criteria” to think 
about, at least as | seem them: 

1.) Recoil. If your furthest shooting is 
going to be at 200 yards ... why batter 
yourself with a .30 caliber? (Editor: call the 
assistant editor . .. he should have a .17 cal- 
iber for sale by now). Smaller caliber car- 
tridges with less recoil allow much better re- 
covery during rapid fire events. 

2.) Accuracy . . . the X-ring on the MR-52 
600 yard target, reduced to 200 yards, mea- 
sures 1.79 inches, and the same target re- 
duced for use at 100 yards has an X-ring of 
.75 of an inch. You are now talking about 
serious, benchrest level accuracy, as | see 
things. 

3.) Cost... we have the same problems 
that the benchrest shooters do, sort of, in 
this area. One CAN obtain and set up a 
“match” rifle for under $400.00. | have seen 
some very good match rifles made from all 
types of hunting rifles, although many need 
modification to use in rapid fire events. 


There are many innovative shooters and 
smiths who can solve these problems. Of 
course above $400 the sky is the limit, and 
most of the guns on our firing lines are in the 
thousand dollar plus category, same as 
benchrest. Still, I'll wager that the fellow 
with the $400 gun has a better chance in big 
bore than he has in benchrest! (Editor: If 
you'll allow us five hundred bucks for a bud- 
get — what’s a C-note among friends? — 
one will not be laughed off the firing line with 
a Remington 700 Varminter model, tuned 
up, at a hunter class match. That half-a- 
grand budget should also allow adequate 
ducats for a good 6X scope). 

4.) Cartridges. Criteria include such items 
as ... easy to obtain and work with brass 
(shooting rapid fire with an AR-15 type rifle 
in tall grass can convincingly illustrate to the 
shooter the desirability and the value of a 
good supply of brass). Since this type of 
shooting is quite different from benchrest 
shooting . .. most highpower shooters do 
not use benchrest loading methods, and 
need a cartridge that will perform well with 
conventional loading methods. It must be 
able to function through the magazine for 
use in rapid fire . .. and load from stripper 
clips. Velocity does not have to be above 
3,000 feet per second. . . thereis noneed to 
load it hotter. . . heck, rapid fire all by itself is 
hard enough on barrel life . . . without going 
to Custer’s Last Stand type loads. Wind 
drift should not be a problem at these rang- 
es (Editor: if you’re shooting at a .750” 


cut or buttoned) ever produced. 


copy of your FFL for dealer pricing. 
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To order call toll free 800-222-0353 or send $2.00 FOR 
for a complete catalog. Dealers include a Rca && 
RY 


cus 
wares PERRY 


MORTON 


LOWELL FREI 


WALT BERGER 


After two years of tough NBRSA and IBS competition, H-S Precision’s new 10X cut-rifled 
barrels have proven that they are the finest cut-rifled barrels (maybe the finest barrels — 


These Champions use 10X barrels: Hall of Fame member Perry Morton was 1987 Benchrest 
Shooter of the Year, won NBRSA Nationals LV and 2-gun, IBS Nationals LV and 3-gun. Lowell 
Frei won the Arizona State 3-gun, 1986 NBRSA Nationals 3- and 4-gun, and Southwest 
Regionals 3-gun. Hall of Fame member Walt Berger won the Arizona State Sporter, Visalia 
International — including a .1342 100-yard aggregate. 

Our proprietary bore reamer design and reaming process, combined with our exclusive 
10X cut-rifling design, yields barrels with the finish of button rifled barrels, combined with 
the superior stability and outstanding barrel life of cut-rifled barrels. H-S Precision 10X bar- 
rels, because of their unique design, reduce gas leakage around the bullet, reduce bullet 
upset and reduce fouling. Perry, Lowell and Walt demand the best, shouldn't you? 


SPECIAL — Fluted Max HV Barrels, 24”, 5%# — $275.00 


H-S Precision, Inc. 
112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
602-445-0607 
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X-ring at 100 yards, and serious about your 
X-count, | would think that you would have 
to give it SOME attention; a complete re- 
verse, for instance, when you’re under 
3,000 feet per second .. . WILL do un-nice 
things to your bullet strike). Finally, even if 
you’re going to shoot 100 or 200 yard 
matches 90 to 95 per cent of the time . . . if 
you go to one or two 600 yard matches a 
year. . . you’re not going to want to be total- 
ly uncompetitive. Can we change bullet 
weight . . . twist (via barrel change) . . . and 
become competitive? Thinking problems 
such as this through ... dreaming, plan- 
ning, scheming . . . sometimes is more fun 
than the actual match! 

What are the answers? .223...6BR... 
6PPC...6SMWasp...AR-15...modi- 
fied 700 Varminter? If the amalgamation of 
the shooting disciplines continues in Preci- 
sion Shooting . . . | envision the knowledge 
and the findings of one group gradually 
being accepted by the other groups. Five 
years down the road from now . . . we may 
see big bore shooters with 6PPCs . .. and 
benchrest shooters with AR-15s! And... 
why not? 


Many problems are impeding the growth 
of highpower shooting as it has existed for 
the last fifty years. 

1.) In the densely populated areas of this 
country, we can bid good-by to 600 and 
1,000 yard ranges. The value of real estate 
(acreage) is just too much to allow the 
existance of only-occasionally-used-on- 
weekends rifle ranges. Even golf courses, 
charging hefty little fees for the usage of 
their facilities, and turning in nice little 
bottom-line profits at year end, are falling 


ELECTRONIC WALL THICKNESS 
TESTER FOR SELECTING 


@ Cases @ Bullets @ Jackets 
New Model with Motor Drive 
A milestone in accuracy aid devices 
For more information call or write: 
the ACCURACY DEN 


25 Bitterbush Rd. Reno, Nev. 89523 
702/345/0225 
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prey to the subdivider. The value of land is 
just too high today! 

2.) “Noise pollution” becomes more of a 
problem as more and more houses are built 
around our existing ranges (no matter how 
remote we thought they were when we first 
built them). 

3.) Costs associated with the target 
shooting disciplines continue to escalate. 
Highpower shooting has been sort of insu- 
lated from this, due to the $165 DCM M1 ri- 
fles, although it is usual to find that, in the 
form that they reach the shooter, they are 
far too inaccurate for serious match shoot- 
ing. Golf used to be thought of as a sport or 
avocation for the wealthy. Friend, in the 
year 1989 . . . it’s aheck of alot less expen- 
sive than match shooting! 

Highpower programs should be directed 
and structured to work within these factors. 
They should be set up as 100, 200 or 300 
yard events on existing ranges. Any range 
suitable for benchrest can easily be adapted 
... the key fact to accept is that shooters of 
all disciplines must work together ... and 
the associated problems of range operation 
(insurance costs, repairs, etc.) are easier to 
deal with and overcome with more mem- 
bers, and more active shooters. A couple of 
years ago the editor of this magazine decid- 
ed that if the magazine was going to suc- 
ceed, he had to increase his customer base. 
Hence the movement to bring in other rifle 
accuracy disciplines. Shooting clubs with 
low participation for their matches, low 
membership rolls, and tight purse strings 
would do well to consider following that ex- 
ample. A club with 300-500 active members 
has a heck of a better chance of survival 
than the club with 50-75 members! 


8.G. MATCH GRADE 
BULLETS 
by 
SPEEDY GONZALEZ 


.243 CALIBER 
68 GR. FLAT BASE . 


.308 CALIBER 
110 GR. “While Jackets Last” . 


. $10.50 


.. $15.50 


.308 CALIBER 
125 gr. - 150 gr. - 168 gr. 


FLAT BASE ... 
168 GR. BOATTAIL $16.50 


CASHON WIND FLAGS WITH STAND .. $75.00 


ALUMINUM & G-10 PILLAR BEDDING 
ON WOOD OR GLASS STOCKS ALSO 
CUSTOM LAMINATED WOOD VARMINT 
AND HUNTER STOCKS P.O.R. 


.243 and .308 flat base made in Rorschach carbide 
dies. .168 gr. boattails made in Detch carbide dies 


P.O. BOX 108 
1191-A SOUTH LOOP 
STEPHENVILLE, TEXAS 76401 
(817) 965-7941 


$16.50 
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Problems associated with noise must be 
addressed; they will not go away. Consider- 
ations include: 

1.) Purchase of buffer property adjacent 
to the range. This is more easily said than 
done ... because land is quite expensive 
anywhere other than Death Valley. It takes 
a well-heeled club to “purchase buffer prop- 


erty” ... and | don’t personally know too 
many “well-heeled clubs” in the “real world” 
of today. 


2.) Shooting only within established 
hours. This one we CAN control. All it takes 
is some nit-wit, on a Sunday morning, at 
6:30 am, with a semi-automatic rifle . . . to 
set back years of effort by the responsible 
club members. Figure on another three 
years of effort with the neighbors to ... 
hopefully . . . get them to forget the Sunday- 
morning-restaged-Pearl-Harbor. 

3.) Encourage the use of smaller caliber ri- 
fles for the shorter range events. Again... 
probably something the clubs can’t control, 
per se. But, you just will not comprehend the 
noise level involved until you have been at a 
.30 caliber match during the rapid fire 
stage! 

In closing . . .a few thoughts . . . not any- 
thing more than thoughts, in passing. 

— It would be good to structure a match 
just for unmodified DCM rifles at big bore 
matches (and | acknowledge how difficult it 
would be to enforce the rules on this one). 

— Please ... if the club is sponsoring a 
match ... and there is a score of shooters 
sleeping in their cars on Friday or Saturday 
night . . . to keep costs down for their week- 
end...could we .. . just possibly . . . allow 
them to sleep inthe club house. . . could we, 
huh? 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


Proven in the major Benchrest Tournaments: 
The Super Shoot, NBRSA and IBS Nationals, The 
Cactus, The Crawfish, and Regional Matches. 


Lilja Barrels are available in stainless steel for: 
Benchrest 
1000 Yard Benchrest 
Rifle and Pistol Silhouette 
Highpower 
Smallbore 
High Grade Hunting Rifles 


Special Contours, duplication of some 
commercial contours and fluting on request 
Sporter contour barrels available in chrome - 
moly. Fitting and chambering offered on a lim- 
ited basis. For more information contact 
Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. 
P.O. Box 372 
Plains, Montana 59859 
(406) 826-3084 


| 
| 


— If you know of a gunsmith doing good, 
but inexpensive work on improving DCM 
guns, let others know aboutit. . .and stand 
back ... the world will beat a path to his 
door. 

— Keep the “spirit of fun” alive. As soon 
as something becomes a task, instead of 
fun, participation drops off. 

— Encourage the newcomers ... re- 
spect the oldtimers . . . get people working 
together . . . and remember to have fun. All 
problems can be overcome. 

Bob Puszcz 
RFD, Box 94 
Great Valley, NY 14741 


The new 


Bald Eagle 
Front Rest 


PATENT PENDING 


with the standard top plus shipping 


Add Penn. state sales tax (6%) 
where applicable 
MATERIAL: 
Aircraft Quality Aluminum 
WEIGHT: 
7 pounds, 12 ounces (with bag) 
FINISH: 
Imron clear, 3 coats 
FEATURES: 
— Rack and Pinion on primary rise 
— Fourth leg 
OPTIONS: 
— Rifle Stop 
— Deluxe top with stop 
— Bag Available 


BALD EAGLE 
PRECISION MACHINE CO. 


101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
(717) 748-6772 
BILL GEBHARDT 
NRA Endowment Member/ 
IBS life member 


Once you have assembled a good-sized 
firearms library, and purchased just about 
every available title of recognized worth in 
your area of interest. . . then there’s nothing 
to do except wait for more books of value to 
come onto the market. We receive quite a 
few books for our review at Precision 
Shooting, and the vast majority of them re- 
ceive no comment at all, because their 
worth appears to be negligible, if that. Imag- 
ine our surprise to recently find not one, but 
all of two books that we would consider to 
be “keepers” for any serious rifleman’s li- 
brary. 

Wolfe Publishing Company (6471 Airpark 
Drive, Prescott, Arizona 86301) continues 
to be the only company today that publishes 
a steady stream of books for the advanced 
firearms enthusiast. Some are of more inter- 
est than others to the editor, but that is true 
of most shooters with rather specialized rifle 
interests. Dave Wolfe’s people have just re- 
leased “Gunsmithing Tips & Projects”, 
which sells for $25.00 plus $2.00 shipping. 
This soft cover book, of almost 450 pages, 
is well worth the price asked. It is made up of 
the best articles on the topic of gunsmithing 
from the pages of Rifle magazine, back toits 
inception. 

The article “Fitting and Chambering Bar- 
rels, Benchrest Style”, by Bob Brackney 
(four pages, with photos), a reprint of a 1978 
printed article, is a landmark work of its 
genre, and probably influenced the early 
thinking of several individuals who eventual- 
ly evolved into top flight benchrest gun- 
smiths of today. Just to name a few of the 
better articles therein (and your editor is ad- 
mittedly one of strong prejudices in this field) 
... “Starting Your Shop”, by Roy Dunlap; 
several fine articles on stocking by John 


BOOKS 


Bivins, David Webb and Henry Woltman; 
“Stocking the Ruger No. 1”, by Jim 
Carmichel, “Bedding the Browning 78”, by 
Frank de Haas, “Installing an Action Bed- 
ding Block”, by Neal Knox; “Installing a 
Bedding Block in a Magazine Rifle”, by Bob 
Brackney; the “Stocking the Flintlock” se- 
ries by John Bivins; “Making A Garand 
Shoot Accurately”, by John Clarke; 
“Smoothing Bolt Actions”, by Jim 
Carmichel; “Barrel Fitting”, by Roy Dunlap; 
“Precision Barrel Fitting’, by Neal Knox; 
“Building an Action Sleeve’, by Bob 
Brackney; “Trigger Tuning’, by Roy 
Dunlap; “Building a Schuetzen Rifle”, by 
Henry Beverage; and the fine series on old 
gun restorations by John Bivins. Oops, al- 
most forgot “New Life for Old Rifles”, by 
Henry Beverage. The book is a definite 
“must have” for your firearms library ... 
whether you are a hopeless mechanical nin- 
compoop, like yours truly, or one who does 
a lot of his own work. 

“Prairie Dog Hunters Guide - Montana” 
by C.W. “Chuck” Cornett, a 40 page, soft- 
cover book, priced at $10.00, and available 
from the author, at Box 9711, Fresno, Cali- 
fornia 93793. I’ll be darned, our Boyd Mace 
authored article “The Zortman Prairie Dog 
War”, in the February issue, was enthusias- 
tically received by a large number of our 
readers, who enjoyed the somewhat whim- 
sical tale of three varmint shooters who de- 
scended on the Montana prairie dog popu- 
lation with “serious varmint shooting rifles”. 
A few days after the magazine reached gen- 
eral circulation, Chuck Cornett tracked us 
down, by phone, and (silver tongued devil 
that we are), we persuaded him to send us a 
copy. 

If you are at all “thinking about” an excur- 


STATE OF THE ART DEVELOPMENT HAS LED 
TO THE FINEST SILHOUETTE PISTOL TODAY! 


Standard Calibers: 
Al-.17, .222, .223, .222 Mag. 


A ll - .22-250, .243, 7mm/08, .308 
Magazine Capacity: A | - 7 rds./A Il - 5 rds. 


Wildcats: Special Order 


“Each pistol is built to perfection for the demanding 
hunter who wants the very best in terms of accuracy, 
quality & durability. You are assured of the finest Sil- 
houette pistol in the world.” — Bill Wiseman 


Sako Action A! & A Il 

All Metal Parts Finished in Teflon 

Stainless Steel Barrel (Wiseman/McMillan) 

Action Glass Bedded and Free Floating of Barrel 
Laminated Wood Stock (100%) Resin Impregnated) 


BILL WISEMAN 
Custom Gunmaker 
P.O. Box 3427 

Bryan, Texas 77805 
Phone (409) 846-3990 


MANUFACTURER OF THE ORIGINAL “McMILLAN RIFLE BARREL” 


sion to the area to hunt prairie dogs in “Big 
Sky” country, then you'll want the book .. . 
which gives extremely detailed and useful 
instructions and suggestions . . . which will 
save you a lot of blundering about, with val- 
uable time lost. 

Let me see if | can pass along a few para- 
graphs or sentences to give you some of the 
flavor of this informal, breezy publication. . . 
and perhaps whet your appetite for a longer 
reading of the book itself... 

The actual area under discussion is in 
north central Montana, north of the Missouri 
River. Highway 191 runs north and south 
through the area, with Zortman at the 
hub. 

The population of prairie dogs in Phillips 
County alone runs to about 650,000! The 
“towns” range in size from one acre to over 
640 acres, covering about 13,000 acres on 
public lands. Private and state lands have 
some 5,000 acres more. 

Poisoning of the prairie dogs, via the use 
of strychnine, was widely used for many 
years in the area. Then the endangered spe- 
cies act of 1973 more or less slowed this 
practice down, because of the damage to 
other endangered species such as the 
black-footed ferret, and the mountain plover 
and the burrowing owl. 

The population of Phillips County is one 
person per square mile. The only traffic sig- 
nal in the county is in the town of Malta, 
where highway 191 meets U.S. Highway 2; 
it’s a blinker signal, and the last time the au- 
thor drove through, it wasn’t working. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bu- 
reau of Land Management, in Malta (full de- 
tails and addresses in the book) will send, 
for the sum of $4.00, an informationai kit on 
hunting in the area, including a huge 34 x 45 


The 6 SM Wasp 


PRECISION CASES, 
for either 308 or PPC 
bolt faces 
$60.00 per hundred, 
plus shipping 


$1.00 for information 


and brochure 


SEELY MASKER 


Rebarreling — Rechambering — 
Restocking 


CUSTOM RIFLES 


261 Washington Avenue 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570 
Phone (914) 769-2627 
Send $1.00 for brochure. 
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inch color map showing locations of black 
tailed prairie dog towns in Phillips Resource 
Area. 

The Zortman Motel offers well appointed 
rooms at $29.50 per night. The book goes 
so far as to print the menu of the Miners 
Cafe, and we are assured that the Miners 
Bar provides those items to be expected in 
a proper bar (the book gives prices, for com- 
parison shoppers). 

In Zortman the big occupation is the oper- 
ation of the Pegasus gold mine, one of the 
largest in the country. In times past the area, 
the “Little Rocky Mountains” was occasion- 
ally “nome” to noted bankers such as Butch 
Cassidy and Sundance Kid (who were for- 
ever making withdrawals at banks where 
they did not maintain open accounts). 

Malta is the larger town, about 45 miles 
north. There are several motels and restau- 
rants here, even a pizza establishment, but 
no fast food restaurants. All are listed in the 
book. Around Malta the best place to hunt 
prairie dogs is on Fort Belknap Indian lands. 
Detailed directions and maps are provided. 

No license is required to shoot prairie 
dogs, by the way. The book gives names of 
ranchers with “towns” on their property, as 
well as many useful side bits of information, 
including fishing advices for the area. 

Throughout the book the author displays 
a good sense of humor, as well as an un- 
common talent for laughing at himself and 
his occasional goofs. For instance: “One 
year | shot over the roof of a cab high camp- 
er on my mini pickup truck. | was using a 
.220 Swift and soon noticed black streaks 
appearing on the paint. | had a moving van 
blanket pad, so| threw it on top of the camp- 
er shell. Then | had a fire to put out!” 

If you are thinking, no matter how vague- 
ly, about a prairie dog “safari” to the area, 
it’s the best ten dollars you'll spend this 
year. If you are not thinking about a safari, 
and buy the book anyway . . . the darn thing 
will probably convince you to start planning 
the trip! 


RICHARD KAYSER 


Dear Dave 

Hopefully you will remember me. . . it was 
my inquiry about what | should do with my 
700 Remington action that was the basis for 
your question and answers in the February 
issue. 

My February issue arrived in yesterday’s 
mail, and | would like to thank everyone for 
the time and advice so freely given to the in- 
quiry of a neophyte. 

My choice was ultimately dictated by ge- 
ography. Within 600 miles are benchrest 
matches in Oregon, Washington, Montana, 
Nevada, and northern California. Living in 
southwestern Idaho, | am in NBRSA coun- 
try. Six clubs in Oregon, Washington and 
Montana held monthly matches in 1988. 
Bob Pease emphasized this line of reason in 
his letter, a most excellent reply. 

| really wrestled with Bill Creasy’s propo- 
sal, as well as a sort-of-similar one from 
Manley Oakley. We have corresponded a 
bit about the .25 BR that he and Mac 
McCluskey have been playing with. | 
thought about a .25x44HC to shoot in both 
classes, or a 6x44HC. Two scopes, a 6x 
and a 36x, and one load. A 6mm Wasp was 
also given long consideration. 

In the end, good old conventional wisdom 
prevailed. | am getting a tight neck, full 
length .308 Winchester, being built by Steve 
Kostanich, in Chehalis, Washington. John 
Ambler and his TCL associates were over- 
powering with their .30 caliber arguments! 

As with all my other rifles, a spiral-bound 
notebook will be brought into use to keep a 
detailed record of experiments and results. 
With my Schuetzen rifles ... the logs ap- 
proach phonebook dimensions. 

In any event, the rifle should be arriving in 
early April, and we will then settle down to 
finding out what level of accuracy | can 
squeeze out of it. | will let you know how 
things fare on my journey through the Oz of 
Accuracy Land, a Pilgrim’s Progress, if you 


PREMIUM MATCH BARRELS 
Cut rifled, hand lapped, Chrome moly & Stainless 


Complete match barrels for M14, MI Garand, M-16 
available as well as Bolt Gun Target Barrels, 


Premium Sporter and ammunition test barrels. 
For information call or write: 


KRIEGER BARRELS 


N114 W. 18697 Clinton Dr., Germantown, WI 53022 
(414) 255-9593 
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will. Lorene thinks it closer to “Stranger ina 
strange land”. Possibly, but we shall see 


Again, my thanks to all. 
Richard Kayser 


NEW RELOADING 
HANDBOOK (7th Edition) 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM 

SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 


The newest reloading handbook, seventh 
edition, is now available from Fred Sinclair, 
and a darn fine job it is. There are about fifty 
pages devoted to instructions in the manly 
arts of precision reloading, and shooting for 
“extreme accuracy”. Some fifteen well illus- 
trated pages follow, showing the current 
lineup of accuracy products from Sinclair In- 
ternational. The instructions on precision re- 
loading take up about thirty - thirty five 
pages all by itself as a topic, and are such 
that they are readable by neophyte or ad- 
vanced reloader, and will be valuable to 
both equally. Other topics covered include 
shooting in the wind, scopes and scope 
mounting, scope parallax, bench shooting 
techniques, barrel cleaning, barrel break in, 
loss of accuracy troubleshooting, and pillar 
bedding. 

At the modest price of $3.00 (it costs Sin- 
clair $1.45 for postage just to mail the hand- 
book . . . Fred will probably not retire to Flor- 
ida on the profits here) the handbook is a 
great buy. Order from Sinclair International, 
Inc., 718 Broadway, New Haven, Indiana 
46774. 


Adjustable Shooting Stools 
Solid Oak 
Cadmium Plated Hardware 
$39.50 plus postage 


10% Discount to NBRSA 
or IBS Life Members 


Tony Hidalgo 
12701 S.W. 9th Place 
Davie, Florida 33325 

(305) 476-7645 

Quantity discount available 


In the February, 1989 issue of PS, | refer 
to Boyd Mace’s well written article “The 
Zortman Prairie Dog War”, third paragraph 
from the end. Mr. Mace confesses his frus- 
tration . . . “| have found that published bal- 
listic coefficients do not work at long range 
... most bullets striking the target some- 
what lower than predicted by either the 
computer or the loading manuals’. | feel a 
compulsion to interject my two cents worth 
here. 

The first reference | would bring into the 
discussion would be my own article in the 
March, 1988 issue of PS, on page #22. 

Published ballistic coefficients and trajec- 
tories are based on Major Siacci’s solution 


FIGURE #1 


WAYNE ASH 


of trajectories, authored in the year 1881. At 
short ranges, with center fire cartridges, this 
is okay. But, when working with long rang- 
es, the Siacci projectile (Figure 1) needs to 
be more alike the bullet for which we are at- 
tempting to compute a trajectory (Figure 
2). 
Sierra found that in their usage of the 
Siacci tables they had to make the ballistic 
coefficient a function of velocity. They did 
this by dividing the range into three parts, 
and using a different ballistic coefficient for 
each part (see Sierra’s second edition, page 
360). 

The elevation that one is shooting at 
makes a big difference. For instance. ..a.5 


a 
Se 
FIGURE #2 


REMINDER: July 22-23 at Camillus, New York 
The Strange Duck Invitational. 


The editor will be firing The New Wonder of The Age (the .30 Wombat). The assistant 
editor is going to shoot his .17 caliber rifle. Both will be available for autographs (ten 


dollars for a personalized message). 


Shooters not attending will risk having their PS subscription terminated (without 
refund, of course). Sissies and those afraid to try something different will be excused 
... if they have a note from their nanny. REAL MEN will be there! 


ballistic coefficient at sea level becomes a .4 
coefficient at 4,000 feet (again, Sierra’s sec- 
ond edition, page 381). 

In addition, the temperature of the air, and 
the temperature of the ammo make further 
big differences. 

So what does one do in order to have a 
range table that one can depend on? | know 
what | did . . . the first decision to be made 
calls for the determination of the longest 
range that one wishes his table for. This is 
limited by how high your scope will go. Next, 
divide that “longest distance” range that 
you previously settled on . . . into quarters. 
Why? Because a computer’s interpolatio 
program works best for four or more points 
(not equally placed). Next, find the elevation 
(in clicks), the range (in yards), the air tem- 
perature, the ammo temperature, the wind 
velocity, and the wind direction for each 


“point”. 
This data must then be corrected to 
“standard conditions” . . . i.e., 60 degree air 


and ammo temperature, no wind, 30 inch 
height, 4300 feet above sea level. 
| used Sierra’s way of using the Siacci 

(Ingall’s) tables to compute a trajectory that 
agreed with my actural (corrected) trajecto- 
ry. Now! can compute a trajectory for stan- 
dard conditions. An abnormal condition . . . 
say 90 degree air temperature instead of 60 
degree changes the ballistic coefficient so 
that | would be computing a trajectory for 90 
degrees which would be different than the 
trajectory for 60 degrees. The difference is 
used as part of a table of corrections. 

Wayne Ash 

510 So. Seneca 

Newcastle, Wyoming 82701 

(307) 746-9388 


PENCE 
PRECISION BARRELS 


17 Cal.-50 Cal. Cut Riflings 
Hand-Lapped 
Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


Engineered By: R.G. Sherer 


Owner/Operator: Ron Pence 
Free Price List Available 


PENCE PRECISION BARRELS 
R.R. #2 Rd. 900 S. 
S. Whitley, In. 46787 
219-839-4745 
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1989 
SUPER SHOOT 


Jim Borden, the IBS major-domo, gave 
us a Call last evening that may have saved 
us a bit of grief. Jim hinted that certain facts 
should be brought to the attention of “the 
less-than-careful-readers”. 

If you have been going to the Super Shoot 
for a number of years now, well you just 
KNOW that the match is always run over 
four days . .. Thursday through Sunday . . . 
with Monday (Memorial Day). . . being trav- 
el time .. . right? 

Wrong, Boopsie. . . atleast for 1989. The 
dates of May 24 through May 27 ... are 
Wednesday through Saturday! 

We know that George Kelbly has, on 
more than one occasion, asked the compet- 
itors at Super Shoot what days of the week 
they would prefer to see the match held. We 
can only strongly suspect that this change 
was the result of last year’s survey. 

But if you do not plan your time according 
to this revised schedule . . . you are going to 
do “right poorly” in the 100 yard stage of the 
first day’s competition! Cause you’re going 
to be casually motoring down the highway 
... while everyone else is shooting up the 
match targets. 


TOM PARREN 


Dear John, 

Re: Article entitled, “Top Ten Actions and 
Barrels 1986-1988” 

Yes, complete equipment/load/data dis- 
closure can only help the sport. Most espe- 
cially the “amateurs and beginners” like me. 
At worst, it is interesting to follow. 

Your warning on misinterpretation of data 
was well put. | am reminded of the old timer 
sitting on the fence by a lake who, when 
asked by a youngster, said that the lake av- 
eraged 6” deep. The youngster then pro- 
ceeded to walk across the lake. About in the 
middle, he fell into a deep hole and almost 
drowned. Mad, and wet, he confronted the 
old man who merely said that it was true: the 
lake AVERAGED 6”; 5” all over the lake ex- 
cept the large hole in the middle which was 
50 feet deep. Average 6”!! 

I've been reading P.S. since the early 
60’s. You guys are doing a great job!! 

Yours truly, 
Tom Parren 
Oak Park, IL 


HERTER’S ADAPTER 


4 Universal (RCBS-type) shellholders 
f) fit Herter presses using this all-steel 
» adapter, with spring retainer. $14.25 
lus $1 postage, from Vega Tool 
serge 1840 Commerce St. 
Unit H, Boulder, CO 80301. 
(303) 443-4750 
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POMP and CIRCUMSTANCE 


FOUR SHOTS MY BUTT!!! THAT’S AN OFFICIAL SCREAMER. WHERE’S THE REF? GET THE 
BACKER, CALL THE RANGE OFFICER ... CALL BRENNAN. 


MATCH GRADE “4y BLACK MAGIC 
RAIL GUN SYSTEM | BOX 2 


WESTWOOD, MA 02090 
@ Adjustable tracking, windage and 
stidabalooeabe is delighted to deal with 


@ Record and sighter target you or your supplier for 
camming device. 


@ Price is $1,200.00 plus shipping. SWEET’S 
JIM MEYER 7.62 SOLVENT 


64 Norfolk Road 
Torrington, Conn. 06790 (See P.S. 2/83 Pg. 8) 


Phone (203) 489-8052 S.A.S.E. FOR DETAILS 


A THING OR TWO ABOUT BALLISTIC COEFFICIENTS 


Last summer | was testing my 40X 6MM 
Rem. on the 500 yard target. The bullets 
were dropping in about a foot lower than ex- 
pected. This rifle was loaded to 3620 FPS 
with an 85 grain Sierra BTHP. Sierra lists 
this bullet as having a ballistic coefficient of 
.279 in their latest manual. In the older man- 
ual they listed it as .315 but have since re- 
vised it downward. Running the trajectory 
on the computer we find that sighted 6.35 
inches high at 100 yards should put it dead 
on at 500 yards. As noted above it was hit- 
ting considerably lower. Something obvi- 
ously wrong. Testing my 220 Jaybird on the 
same target found it hitting about 6 inches 
low, using the Sierra 52 grain BTHP match 
at 4120 FPS. Better, but still not close to 
what was predicted by the computerized 
trajectory and Sierra’s ballistic coefficient. 
Testing other bullets in both guns found 
them all to hit lower than predicted at 500 
yards to varying degrees. The computer 
predicted trajectory compares very close 
with that in loading manuals and my chrono- 
graph compares closely with others so that 


Painted Post Field & Stream 
Painted Post, N.Y. 14870 


Benchrest Shoot 
May 13 & 14, 1989 


N.Y.S. METER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
COME TRY OUR NEW 
30 BENCH RANGE 
SUPER SHOOT WARMUP 
Clyde Hart Memorial Shoot 


SHOOTING — L.V., H.V., H.B. 
Heavy Varmit — A.M. 
Light Varmit & Heavy Bench — P.M. 


Breakfast and Lunch will be served 


STEAK COOKOUT 
SATURDAY NIGHT 


MOTELS: 
Holiday Inn 
Super 8 
Stiles Motel 


607-962-5021 
607-937-5383 
607-962-5221 


FOR INFORMATION: 
Craig Baravelle 
Bob DeMonstoy 


607-562-3938 
607-936-3968 
607-962-2240 


by 
Boyd Mace 


left the ballistic coefficients to be suspected. 
In their last manual Sierra lists three ballistic 
coefficients for each bullet, the highest at 
2800 FPS. It appears that at higher veloci- 
ties ballistic coefficients deteriorate some- 
what. | remember reading an article some- 
where by Bill Davis where he mentioned 
that the bullet profile used by the manufac- 
turers to calculate the ballistic coefficient of 
a bullet was incorrect for long ranges. Per- 
haps it is also incorrect at high velocities. 
This is of interest to me since my favorite 
pastime is long range shooting at prairie 
dogs. The only real way to discover the im- 
pact point at different ranges is to test them 
on targets. This may be difficult for those 
lacking ranges with long distance targets. 
The ballistic coefficient is highly important in 
affecting group size at long range. Wind ve- 
locity and direction is never constant over 
the period of time the bullet is in flight. The 
bullet passes through areas of low and high 
atmospheric pressure and is pushed to one 
side or another, or pushed up or down on its 
way to the target. The group is thus en- 
larged over what could be expected in “per- 
fect conditions. A bullet with a high ballistic 
coefficient tends to resist these forces bet- 
ter than a poorly designed bullet. The other 
factor at work here is the time of flight. A 
short flight time allows less movement due 
to atmospheric forces, which drives varmit 
hunters to seek high velocities. Also, it may 
be that bullets, being born ignorant, have 
never read a physics book and therefore do 
not know they are supposed to behave pre- 


KELBLY, INC. 


Manufacturers of - - - - 


— the Stolle Panda, 
Polar, Kodiak, and 
Teddy Actions 


We are now making 30mm scope 


rings to fit Stolle actions 
and Davidson bases. 


We also provide a wide range of gun- 
smithing services, including chamber- 
ing and complete rifles. 


7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road 
No. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
(216) 683-4674 


dictably according to the laws of science (I 
am sure | am quoting someone here, if any- 
one knows let me know and | will give them 
credit). Ideally then the perfect varmit bullet 
would be highly accurate, have a high ballis- 
tic coefficient, be capable of being driven at 
high velocities, and last but not least, deliv- 
ering reliable kills. | have yet to find a bullet 
that delivers everything. On a slightly differ- 
ent subject we look at the 6PPC. The bullet 
commonly used in this cartridge weighs ei- 
ther 62 or 68 grains. The 62 grain chrono- 
graphs at 3240 FPS out of my light varmit 
gun. | do not know what the ballistic coeffi- 
cient might be for this bullet but Sierra lists 
their 60 grain at .182 and the 70 grain at 
.259. Selecting an arbritrary BC of .230 for 
the 62 grain and running the trajectory 
through the computer we find that the wind 
drift (10 MPH) at 100 yards is 1.8 inches, 
5.08 at 200, and 12.39 at 300. Now suppos- 
ing we had a good 85 grain bullet. The 
Speer 85 grain BTSP is listed in their manu- 
al as having a BC of a whopping .401. Sup- 
posing this bullet could be driven at 2800 
FPS from the the PPC (I don’t know, | have- 
n’t tested it) the wind drift at 100 yards 
would be 0.85 inches, 3.34 at 200, and 8.00 
at 300. Sound interesting? | firmly believe 
that the value of a high ballistic coefficient in 
target bullets hasn’t been given enough at- 
tention. Incidentally, the computer indicates 
that recoil in a heavy varmit gun would in- © 
crease from 2.3 lbs. to 2.6 Ibs. using aheavy 
bullets. 
Sincerely, 
Boyd Mace 


BERGER BULLETS 


.224 Caliber 
52 grain 
60-65 grain 

6mm Caliber 
60-62-65-68 grain 
80 grain 


$9.50 per hundred 


$10.00 per hundred 


Distributor for J-4 Jackets 
Distributor for Sako PPC brass 
Lead wire .185 diameter 


Ye of one per cent antimony 
$25.00 per 25 Ib. roll 


POWDER 
T32 $65.00 per 8 lb. container 
T35 T2208 $56.00 per 8 pounds 


4234 N. 63rd Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85033 
(602) 846-5791 
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MATCH MANNERS 


by 


Bill Creasy 


| am sure we have all heard of table man- 
ners; if not, many of us never listened to our 
mothers very well. (Shame on us.) 

As a shooter and many times a range offi- 
cer, | sometimes think we need a set of 
Match Manners. Last year at a match the 
host club announced that we, the shooters, 
were requested to stay at our benches until 
everyone was finished (dumb, dumb rule!). 
The scenario went like this: 

| was finished shooting; a friend next to 
me, call him shooter “A”, wasn’t finished 
(Score Match). He was on his third bull. The 
next bench over from shooter “A” was com- 
petitor “X”, who was also finished shooting. 
There was about 4 minutes to go, “A” had 
just shot his third bull and was working on 
number 4 (“A” knew | was done and he 
thought X was done!) Feeling he did not 
have to worry about doubling with the 
shooter next to him, he paid more attention 
to the conditions. (Now shooter “X” had 4 
minutes to sit at his bench and 5 or 6 unfired 
cases. You guessed it! Practice time!!!) As 
shooter “A” was ready to finish the squeeze 
on number 4 bull, “X” let fly with a practice 
round, and guess what? A squeky “8” for 
Shooter “A” was the result. He lost the 
match!! BAD MANNERS 

Scenario #2 (I like that word!) goes like 
this. Usually before a match starts the club 
gives the competitors limited time to sight- 
in. Now on a group target one only has the 
sighter and a record to use, but on a score 
target, we have 6 targets to use. Along 
comes “X” again and goes to the bench for 
15-20 minutes. He shoots at every target on 
the paper, then turns around to three other 
people waiting and smiles and says, “Your 
turn!” BAD MANNERS 

Scenario #3 (the Thesaurus doesn’t 
have a word | like). There are 30 or 40 shoot- 
ers on the line shooting and “X” has finally 
put together a little group. He rears back in 
his chair and stares at the guy next to him 
(who isn’t finished shooting yet). Have you 
ever tried to concentrate with someone 


ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 


THE FINEST PORTABLE 
BENCHREST AVAILABLE. 


Heavy steel legs & rugged angled 
brackets. Large 1%’ thick heavy top. 


29’’W x 44’’L x 33’ High. Easy setup. 
3 Leg Model 55 Ibs. $119.95. 4 Leg 
Model 65 Ibs. $139.95. 3-4 Leg Combo 
Model 69 Ibs. $149.95. Plus UPS. 
ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS, P.O. 
BOX 4609, HELENA, MT 59604. 
(406) 442-5560. 
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looking you in the eye? Well, you don’t look 
at him and you try to continue to shoot. But, 
IT AIN’T EASY! “X” figures you don’t care, 
or you are jealous. Now he starts to wave at 
another shooter ten benches down. “X” got 
his attention so now “X” is giving hand and 
arm signals like he was on a Destroyer in the 
Pacific. The shooter 10 benches down can’t 
understand “X”, the Range Officer thinks 
there is trouble on the range, and the guy 
next to “X” just got a flier and there is no 
wind. BAD MANNERS 

Situation #4 (Scenario is better). “X” now 
decides to leave the bench and move his 
equipment. He has ear muffs on and so 
does all the other competitors and some of 
the line is still shooting. But, “X” just has to 
tell someone about that small group. “X” 
looks for anyone that will listen and he starts 
talking loudly, remember all that noise | al- 
luded to and the muffs. Now “X” is talking 
louder and louder to explain every detail 
about every shot of that small group. The 
Range Officer has called cease fire and “X” 
is still talking right in the path that all the 
other competitors are trying to use. BAD 
MANNERS 

Scenario, Situation, or Whatever #5. “X” 
isn’t the only shooter to ever face a cross- 
fire. But standing up and shouting is not the 
way to handle it. BAD MANNERS 

“X” should finish his group and wait for 
the opportunity to ask his neighbors if they 
crossfired. If not, go to the Range Officer 


and point out all pertinent information — 
where the shotis located, what his competi- 
tor number is, and what bench he was 
shooting on. Believe it or not the range crew 
has the means and knowledge of locating a 
crossfired shot by triangulation. AND IT 
WORKS! 

Remember your mother’s words when 
you went to Uncle Joe’s house. “Don’t for- 
get your manners.” Well, I'm not your moth- 
er; but, when you go to a match, “Don’t for- 
get your match manners!” 


P.S. Let “X” = Jerk 


Match 
Advertisements 


Clubs holding either an NBRSA or IBS 
registered match may advertise in P.S. at 
rates substantially reduced from our com- 
merciai schedule. 

The fee schedule for clubs for 1989 will 
be: 


Full page = s.<024%e0¢sa¢80 $110.00 
Half: page dic aca cge ace $ 55.00 
Quarter page ............ $ 30.00 
One sixth page........... $ 20.00 


There’s no big procedure to follow. Write 
out what you want your ad to say, what size 
you want it, and when you want it run, and 
we will take it from there. Send to the Edi- 
tor. 

Give yourself adequate lead time. For in- 
stance, if you want an ad in the July issue, 
the ad copy must be in our hands by the end 
of May. 

The Editor 


BROUGHTON RIFLE BARRELS 


Harolds’ Custom Gun Shop Inc. 


S.S. Match Grade barrels in 
22 - 6 - 25 - 7mm - 30 Cal 


We Specialize in Top Accuracy 
Bench Rest, Live Varmint and Hunting Rifles 
as well as aluminum pillar bedding 
in wood and synthetic stocks. 


Harold & Bruce Broughton 
Benchrest Gunsmiths 


Rt. 1 


Box 447 


Big Spring, Tex 79720 
915-394-4430 


Dear Dave: 

Since the Zortman Prairie Dog War article 
appeared | have been getting a lot of fan 
mail (if that is the correct term) only a little of 
which has been derogatory. Some of these 
writers demanded to know if Zortman, Mon- 
tana actually exists, since it does not ap- 
pear on most maps. Indeed some insinuat- 
ed that | invented the place (which no doubt 
causes no end of despair by members of the 
Zortman Chamber of Commerce). Let me 
assure you it does exist. It is about 55 miles 
or so southwest of Malta on highway 191. 
Also Zortman is on the lower corner of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Reservation which has 
some excellent prairie dog shooting. Those 
interested in visiting there can contact the 
Buckhorn Store at 406-673-3162 or the 
Zortman Motel and Garage at 406-673- 
3160 for information and brochure about 
prairie dog hunting. Also call the BLM office 
in Malta (406-654-1240) for information and 
maps (4 bucks). Those interested in enter- 
tainment might want to visit during their an- 
nual 4th of July festivities. Lot of interesting 
things going on, heard about one fascinat- 
ing event called a Chicken S--T Drop. 
Seems they have a table divided into a hun- 
dred squares. One purchases a square, 
after which a live chicken is tossed onto the 
table and the square on which the nervous 
fowl s--ts is declared the winner and rakes in 
the bucks. As soon as Las Vegas hears 
about this | am sure it will appear as a Gam- 
ing table. ((Editor: For the past ten years | 
have been a regular, indeed a sustaining 
member, of Connecticut’s Off-Track Bet- 
ting facilities ... for the major New York 
horse races. During this time I've felt pity for 
those poor, backward Westerners, who 
had no comparable facilities . . . for losing 


CLARENCE HAMMONDS 


Complete rifle services 
in our shop. 


We currently build 1,000 yard rifles; 
hunter and varmint hunter rifles, 
varmint classes rifles, and live var- 
mint rifles. 

Loading dies made with same 
reamer as rifle on new gun or new 
barrel orders. 


HAMMONDS GUN SHOP 


R.D. #4, Box 504, Red Lion, Pa. 17356 
Phone (717) 244-7879 


BOYD MACE 


money. Now | find that they are light-years 
ahead of us!) 

| also note with considerable interest that 
at least one rancher in the Malta area is ad- 
vertising Prairie Dog “SAFARIS” complete 
with accommodations and guides. Imagine, 
prairie dog hunting has been elevated from 
a lowly art to “SAFARI”. Just imagine the 
implications: no longer does one have to 
spend considerable sums to travel to Africa 
to go on Safari, nor does one have to deal 
with critters with big teeth weighing several 
tons and no sense of humour. Prairie dogs 
may have nasty tempers and be prone to 
charging without provocation but they are 
at least not likely to eat you for lunch. | can 
see that | will have to update my hunting 
garb to something more suitable in accord- 
ance with my new status; bush jacket, Indi- 
ana Jones hat, etc. This brings up the dis- 
turbing question of what one must call 
oneself, since | have been informed that the 
term Great White Hunter is no longer used in 
Africa. Seems they call them Professional 
Hunters now. Now, no onein their right mind 
would try to make a living hunting prairie 
dogs so “Professional Hunter” is out. | 
would appreciate some help on this. (Editor: 
|won’t say aword...|won’tsayaword... 
| Promised . . .) 

From out of the blue | have discovered 
that an organization exists called the Inter- 
national Varmit Hunters Association. They 
publish a newsletter and can be reached at 
208-772-7261. Their newsletter cost 6 
bucks a year and contains a lot of useful in- 
formation. Another thing that has come up 
is that a lot of people are traveling to this 
part of the West quite regularly to shoot 
prairie dogs, some quite literally in my back 
yard. |am not sure what to think about all of 
this. 

Anyhow, the Old Fart and | are making 
plans to appear in Zortman on or about Me- 
morial Day. The Old Fart called the 
Buckhorn Store and let them know we are 
coming so | guess | will have to grow a beard 


or something to disguise myself. 

The new rifle is coming along, just waiting 
for the stock to get painted. It is a Stolle 
Polar, Lilja straight cylinder barrel, Six 
heavy bench solid pour stock, and cham- 
bered for an altered version of the old 6/284 
wildcat. To my surprise it weighs in the 
neighborhood of 32 pounds. After some 
thought | appointed the Old Fart “Official 
Gunbearer” and put him on an exercise regi- 
men. Also told him | expect to be addressed 
as “Bwana” from now on. | think he may 
starting to catch on though. The Jaybird has 
gained a new laminated maple stock which 
is prettier and stouter than the old glass one 
(one has to justify these things, you know). | 
am also going to try out the 6PPC on dogs 
this year. We will probably have to rent a 
U-Haul this year to carry all the gear in. This 
problem came up a couple of years ago on 
our annual elk hunt. The Old Fart just HAD 
to shoot an elk and with all the camping gear 
we hauled in there was no room to haul the 
elk back out. Last year we were both wiser 
and neither one of us bought a license. Just 
drove into camp and visited with the boys a 
couple of days and took life easy. 

Along about the end of April we are going 
to take a side trip over to southern Idaho 
and see what there is to this business of 
shooting rockchucks. The Old Fart allows 
as how they are as big as Holstein heifers 
and just as dumb. Says he used to shoot at 
them as far away as a thousand yards but 
never did say if he hit any. He also told me 
that this spring he intends to get a prairie 
dog stuffed. | immediately suggested 
adapting my wife’s recipe for stuffed turkey, 
or maybe even stuffed clams but he took of- 
fense and said he was going to have it done 
by a taxidermist. | have heard a lot of things 
said about taxidermists but was unaware 
they knew anything about cooking. 

Sincerely, 

Boyd Mace 

1300 New Hampshire 46 
Rock Springs, Wyo. 82901 


.22 RIMFIRE ACCURACY GAGE 


Because rim thickness variation affects accuracy, this gage permits 
measurement and segregation into more uniform lots. Inexpensive 
ammunition may be ‘‘improved,'’ even match lots can be helped. Simply 
insert cartridge, slide bar until a reference reading is obtained. Availabie 


for standard S, L and LR rimfires or magnums — either is $32.50 plus 


$2.50 shipping. Send $2.00 for catalog of other items. 
NEIL JONES CUSTOM PRODUCTS 


R.D. 1 Box 483A, Dept. PS r 
Saegertown, Pennsylvania 16433 
(814) 763-2769 


= ont 
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22 RIMFIRE 
ACCURACY GAUGE 


John J. Gammuto 


If you are interested in the accuracy po- Uniform case head thickness is one of the 


dard variations between ammunition manu- 
facturers, the gauge incorporates a design 
feature that facilitates these adjustments. If 
more or less headspace is required for a 
particular brand or lot of ammunition, simply 
turn the adjusting screw on the bottom of 
the tool in the proper direction with a stan- 
dard straight slotted screwdriver. 

At the cost of $32.50 plus shipping, you 
don’t have to be a banker to figure out how 
many $5.00+ boxes of Eley Tenex it takes 
to reclaim your initial investment. If you 
would like to purchase one of these highly 
practical tools for your favorite target or 
crow gun, look for the new Custom Prod- 
ucts ad in this issue. 

Good shooting, 
John J. Gammuto 


NEW ADDRESS 


(for Arnold Jewell, 
the fine trigger maker) 


525 Riverside Drive 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 


Phone (512) 620-0971 


224, 6mm QUALITY 
VARMINT BULLETS 
.224-52 gr. $49.50/1000 
6mm-70 gr., $63.50/1000 
Also 42, 55, 62, 80 gr., all $8.60/100 
We pay shipping 


5S on 
Calhoon Mfg. 


6035 Penworth Rd. S.E. (403) 235-2959 


tential of rimfire rifles and are tired of paying 
big bucks for imported “Match Grade” am- 
munition, there is a solution to your problem. 
The Custom Products Rimfire Accuracy 
Gauge is a gadget that will improve your 
scores while allowing you to hold on to your 
hard earned dollars. . . for alittle longer any- 
way! 

Rifle and pistol enthusiasts know that 
headspace is critical to accuracy, and this is 
especially true with rimfire cartridges. The 
accuracy of these cartridges is largely de- 
termined by the Quality Assurance Depart- 
ments of major manufacturers. | know of no 
one that is forming their own brass and hand 
loading. (If there is someone out there that 
has experimented along these lines, I’d like 
to hear from you!) 


1707 14th ST. 
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MATCH GRADE-CUT RIFLED BARRELS 
HAND LAPPED — CHROME-MOLY AND STAINLESS STEEL 
PRECISION ACCURACY IS OUR FIRST CONCERN 

Contact Mark Chanlynn 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RIFLE WORKS, LTD. 
BOULDER, COLO 80302 


key elements that determines whether or 
not a particular lot of ammunition will serve 
shooters well in a match environment. 
When head thicknesses vary, erratic igni- 
tion occurs. This negatively impacts accura- 
cy, and sometimes creates safety hazards. 

The Custom Products Accuracy Gauge is 
designed to sort 22 rimfire ammunition into 
lots which are alike in rim thickness, and, 
therefore alike in headspace. The gauge, 
pictured in the photo, is quite easy to oper- 
ate. To use the gauge, you place a cartridge 
in the measuring cavity and slide the cali- 
brated bar gently to the left until it snugs up. 
When sorting your ammunition, put all the 
“3’s” in one group, all the “4’s” in another, 
etc. It’s as easy as that! 

To offset the problems created by stan- 


303-443-9189 


Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2A 4E9 


Pro-Shot 
Products 


Manufacturer of 
Gun Cleaning Supplies 


100% Cotton Flannel 
Gun Cleaning Patches 
Pro-Shot Brass 
Core/Bronze 
Bristle Brushes 


Stainless Steel 
Cleaning Rods 


Bore Guides 


Dealer Inquiry Invited 
Write or Call for Free Catalog 


Pro-Shot Products 
P.O. Box 396 
Taylorville, IL 62568 
(217) 824-9133 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT, 1988 


More of the Swedish visitors ... who started shooting pretty good once they got rid of the advi- 


sors. 


If memory serves me correctly, this was the 1987 Benchrest Shooting All Stars, at the 1988 Super 


Shoot. 


& i NOW AVAILABLE 
DIRECT FROM SHILEN 


Competition shooters can now ob- 
tain 6-groove stainless steel SE- 
LECT MATCH GRADE BARRELS IN 
ALL SP/LV and HV contours. Be sure 
to specify 6-groove or 8-groove when 
inquiring or ordering. 


Complete barrel specifications and 
prices - $1.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. 
Ennis, TX 75119 
(214) 875 5318 


42 


NEED TO SELL!! 
CUSTOM B.R. GUNS 


. Remington 700 Action w/HART Sleeve, .22 PPC, 


Built by Jones, 2 oz. trigger, Lyman scope con- 
verted to 30X by Seibert, Fibergiass stock 
$550.00 


. XP100 Action w/HART Sleeve & bbl. 6PPC, 


“Brown” stock, bedded by Sinclair, Quick Bolt 
Release, 36X Leupold Scope, 2 oz. trigger, can 
be used in 13¥2# and 10/2# class by removing 
weights $750.00 


. HALL Heavy Varm. Action S/N 30 Built by Jones, 
MacMillan Stock, 2 oz. trigger, Seibert 35X con- 
verted scope, 13/2# class $750.00 

. SHILEN Action, Hart BBI., 2 oz. trigger, MacMil- 
lan stock, Jones Work, Lyman 20X scope con- 
verted to 30X by Seibert $650.00 


Olde English Gun Shoppe 


480 E. Ginghamsburg Rd. 
Tipp City, OH 45371 


667-3315 


Skip Gordon holds the 1987 Benchrest Shoot- 
ing All Stars plaque, donated by Boops Sport- 
ing Goods. 


Perry Morton, 1987 Benchrest Shooter of the 
Year. 


Enthusiastic 
Congratulations 
to 


BOB SICINA 


The 1988 IBS 
Rookie of the Year 


NORM DIXON 
EDWIN HOARD 
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Walt Berger, winner of the Nate Boop Award, 
for contributions to the sport of benchrest. 


Gary Ocock conducts the award ceremony for 
Benchrest Shooting All Star awards. Skip gor- 
don lends assistance(?) 


a MATCH 


a 


wm GRADE 
When Don Geraci made a mess out of a couple of 200 yard unlimited class targets, an admirer from fee BR U L L ETS 


North Carolina pointed this out, in free verse. 


Fowler bullets have been competition proven in every 
ec ec a a cg a a a a a a re td major American benchrest event: the Cactus Classic; the 


Crawfish Invitational; the Super Shoot; the Champion- 
PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION ships of both |.B.S. and N.B.R.S.A.; plus regional, state 
(__) Precision Shooting, one year — $18.00 and local tournaments. 
‘ci ; These bullets are made by and for shooters who will 
P Shooting, t — $32.00 : 
( ecu re ae as eat? : ; accept only the best. They are hand swaged in Rorschach 
(_) Precision Shooting outside U.S. & Canada — $24.00 each year, or $42.00 air-mail carbide dies from selected jackets, and subjected to 
SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED rigorous quality controls to assure that dimensional and 
() New () Renewal weight standards are mef. 
MAIL PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION TO: nares a . en tae We ecopt 
PRECISION SHOOTING, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 Bulk pack of 1000 a $107.00 ae 
Make checks payable to Precision Shooting. 22: 62 grain 
Box of 100 — $9.95 eo 
Fowlers 
ADDRESS 3731 McKelvey Street © Charlotte, NC 28215 
704) 568 7661 
CITY. STATE ZIP mm 
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TARGETECH: 


405 W WASHINGTON Feb. 20, 1989 
SUITE 260 

SAN DIEGO. CA 92103 

619/299-4455 


DAVE BRENNAN: '89 BR-50 


It Really didn't take long! 

On January 29, in Borden Indiana, both the Rimfire BR-50 match aggregate record and 

the Rimfire Hi-Grid record were broken by SELBY WRIGHT. He set a new match agg. 

of 3440.0312 and Hi-Grid of the day of 462.0938! Using a Winchester 52C put together 
by Bill Calfee, 12x Leupold (at 9lb Soz the Handicap Percentage is +2.6875%) and 

Eley Subsonic HP ammo he posted a raw score of 3350. With his HP factored in, PRESTO 
new records! Another shooter at this same match shot an even higher score but his 
targetsheet was inadvertantly destroyed before it could be sent in for official 
confirmation. By phone I asked this person if the pieces might be sent and he 
himself declined in the name of honor and good sportsmanship. (I iike these peopie. j 
So CONGRATULATIONS SELBY, It's official, for now those records are yours! 


That same day, out here in SO-CAL, the Centerfire division saw new records set by 
DAVE SCHNEIDER. (Schneider Racing Cams) CENTERFIRE BR-50 MATCH AGGREGATE now stands 
at 3805.0312 and Hi-GRID at 458.4375 all because of Dave's well known prowess with 
his Jarrett custom bench rifle. For this match he selected the .22 PPC Schneider 
(Gary) barrel to be screwed into the Stolle Panda sandwiched between a Lee Six BR 
stock and a Leupold/Thomas 30x Premier scope. With Federal 205M primers, e8gr of 
H322, and Berger 52 BR bullets added to this mix, new records weren't that hard to 
imagine. (Brass was Sako .220 Russian, I think.) The 101b eoz rig carries a BR-50 
Handicap Percentage of +1.875%. 


By the time this is in print we will have launched the "83 BR-50 championship season 
(FEB thru NOV) with our second annual VALENTINES DAY MASSACRE on FEB. 26. (Yes Emma, 
two weeks late.) Shooters in all three catagories, Centerfire, Rimfire, and Air- 
Rifle, will be gunning for the early lead in championship points. Remember, it's 

5 points for a first place finish, 3 points for second. I'm still trying to make 

up my mind which to go for, but I gotta tell ya, that Air-Rifle is such a hoot! 

It's almost normal to be holding 3 o'clock on the outer ring to compensate for wind 
drift and still be punchin' clean 100 point holes in the mothball. BR-50 AIR is 
shot at over twice the distance of International air-gun competition, remember. 


in addition to tne monthly match in each of these divisions, we wili be scheduling 
several TWO-GUN/THREE-GUN tournaments where shooters will compete in more than one 


catagory. As you can easily see, in BR-50, ''3-gun'! means THREE GUNS, not A 6mm 
sporter. 


One final note:....eHere in San Diego we compete on a public range which is not 
reservable for matches. So all us BR-50 nuts simply show up first in line at 8am 
(when they open the gate) on match day and grab a bench, First-come-first-served. 
We pay our range fee and set up our stuff. When the firing buzzer sounds at 9am, 
we do it. When the cease-fire buzzer sounds at 9:30 the match ends. (Centerfire 
goes till 10am) We each score our own target (or swap) and only first & second 
place have to be confirmed by the designated "SCORING JUDGE" with a scoring-Plug. 
These rifles are weighed to confirm their HP. Winners are announced and awards 
presented. It's a snap! And other shooters on the range become very interested in 
the action (XP-100, Wichita, Anschutz 54.18, FWB 300S, etc.). BR-50 is on a roll! 
If you're not shootin' it, ya just don't know what you're missin’. 


FRIENDS ALWAYS 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector’s 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count 
as words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. 
Name and address of advertiser is counted. Use full 
words instead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no display. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is 
$1.50. Closing date for ads is the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. To illustrate: we must have 
your ad copy in hand by August 1st to make the 
September issue. 


FOR SALE: HV and LV, made to shoot both 
by changing weights. Rem 40XBR action, 
Hart sleeve, 2 oz. trigger, new Hart barrel, 
test fired only. 2’ Unertl scope 32X, loading 
dies and small press. Belding and Mull pow- 
der measure, also includes ‘box of loading 
lubes and cases. Martin J. Herbert, R.D. 2, 
Box 376, Campbell, N.Y. 14821. (607) 527- 
8874. 


FOR SALE: HV 6PPC, 262 neck, new, 
never fired. Wichita action, Hart rings, 
Shilen 2 oz. trigger, Hart barrel, McMillan 
graphite stock, painted, your choice of col- 
ors, with seating and neck gauge and rod 
guide. $1,495. FFL required. Dies available. 
For switch barrel HV-HB (cruiser), including 
change weights and 1.250” heavy bench 
Hart barrel, add $415. Seely Masker (914) 
769-2627. 


FOR SALE: Sporter, 6PPC, .262 neck, 
new, never fired. Panda action, Kelbly rings, 
Shilen 2 oz. trigger, Hart barrel, McMillan 
stock, painted (your choice of color), with 
seat and neck gauge and rod guide. Dies 
available. $1,530.00. Seely Masker (914) 
769-2627. 


FOR SALE: Get started or critter gun, 
6PPC, M600 action, Davidson ramp, Sako 
extractor, 19’’stainless barrel, shoots “in 
the fours”, fiberglass stock, $399. Anschutz 
5071 trigger for 1400 series, and M70, 
M700 applications, NIB, $120. WANTED: 
boosted 30X scope, and 6X hunter class 
scope. Doc (205) 878-1636. 


Reloaders Discounts! 


30% off list prices of Redding, C-H, 
Bonanza’s top quality dies and equip- 
ment. Send $3.50 for manufacturer's 
catalog/price pack, refundable on $25 
order. VISA/MasterCard accepted. 
Vega Tool Company. Dept, 488, 
1840 Commerce St., Unit H, Boulder 
Colorado 80301. (303) 443-4750. 
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WANTED: Remington M700 MAGNUM Ac- 
tions. Please, best price in first letter. Lloyd 
de Vore, Box 26821, Phoenix, AZ 85020. 


WANTED: Remington Model 37 barrel or 
complete rifle. Also clip. 40X rimfire bolt. 
Leupold 12X. Selbly Wright, 2517 
Grantline, New Albany, Ind. 47150 (812) 
944-1920. 


FOR SALE: Sako type extractors complete 
with spring and plunger $16.00 ea. Bush- 
ings 5/8” o.d. x .437” ID. $3.50 ea. Don 
Weathersbee, 913 Shorecrest, Garland, 
Tx. 75040. (214) 272-6288 after 4 PM, 
CST. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: New unchambered 
1980 and 1981 vintage Pat McMillian bar- 
rels, 6mm x 14 twist, heavy varmit. $200.00 
each or will trade for Hart or McMillian .224 
barrels HV or LV. WANTED: 6% x 20 
Leupold scopes. Will trade Leupold 16, 20 
or 24 power or purchase for cash. Jim Wil- 
liams, Hodges Gun House, 404/498-2020 
days. 


HUNTER Bench Rest Weaver T-6’s, 
cleaned and blueprinted, re-diaphragmed 
for additional sharpness and paralax cor- 
rection. Adjusted to exactly 6.0x. Bench 
Rest Reticle (very fine x-hair). Call Bill 
Ackerman (915) 592-5338. 


6PPC heavy varmint. Stolle action, right 
hand bolt, left hand port. Glued into a beauti- 
ful white McMillan graphite stock with 
weight system in butt. No trigger pin holes in 
stock. Shilen 2 oz trigger on a bracket for 
easy removal through trigger guard open- 
ing. Hart stainless barrel .262 neck broken 
in according to Sinclair instructions. Brand 
new, built by Sinclair in June of 88 and fired 
65 times. Kelbly rings included $1495.00. 
Art 304-469-2107. 


PRECISION SHOOTING 
INDEX OF ARTICLES 


“THIS INDEX IS AN INVALUABLE TOOL 

FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS LOOKING TO 

EXPAND THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF RIFLE 
ACCURACY AND RELATED TOPICS.” 


= 1956 TO PRESENT 
= 7000+ ENTRIES 
= 34 GENERAL TOPICS 


= INDEXED BY AUTHOR, TOPIC, 
ISSUE DATE, AND PAGE NUMBER. 


= $20 + $1 POSTAGE 
JOHN J. GAMMUTO 


5685 FOREST HILL DRIVE 
CLARENDON HILL, IL 60514 


FOR SALE: 40X light varmint, 6BR. 
Armalloyed action, new paint, Shilen 2 oz. 
trigger, $795.00. 700 hunter, .308 Hart bar- 
rel, pad, Canjar LP, McMillan stock, new 
gun, 500 rounds fired, $795.00. Savage 
112V .220 Swift, custom stock, shoots 
“high threes”, $275.00. Dies and brass 
available. Bausch and Lomb 6-24X, new, 
$200.00. Weaver 1%2-4%, excellent, 
$60.00. Leupold 3-9X compact, target 
knobs, fine crosshair, $200.00. Mike (616) 
538-3951 after 6:00 pm. 


ALLELE LLL LL SELL LLL LLL LL LE SLL) 


DAVID GE 
DUSTOM CUNMAKER 


* Developer of the Quiet 
Muzzle Brake. 


ae 


Custom Metal Work 


* LH. Gentry Action 


314 .N. Hoffman Belgrade, MT 59714 
406-388-GUNS 
OLE ELE ECE 


Re 


Be aeononoennenonmnnnananseneannansad 


LIS 


RORSCHACH 
CARBIDE DIES 


$1.00 for brochure 


Rorschach Precision Products 
Box 151613 
Irving, Tx. 75015 


JIM GREENAWALY 


— CUSTOM PAINTING 
— MURALS AND 

AIR BRUSH WORK 
— BOLT IN’S AND GLUE IN'S 
— ACTION WORK 
— CHAMBER WORK 
— BARREL’S FLUTED 
— COMPLETE RIFLES BUILT 
— POLISHING AND 
GLASS BEADING 


Feel Free to Contact Us for Any 
of Your Benchrest Needs 


JIM GREENAWALT 
102 BRANDON RD. 

YONKERS, NY 10704 
(914) 776-1581 
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Edited by Dave Brennan 


IBS ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 


A social time was held in the George 
Washington Lodge, Allentown, Pa. on Fri- 
day, January 13, 1989. 

The Annual Membership Meeting of the 
International Benchrest Shooters, Inc. was 
called to order by President Robert White at 
8:30 AM on January 14, 1989 after a quo- 
rum was determined. A moment of silence 
was observed for deceased benchrest 
shooters. Carl Lynn, Past President, was 
appointed to serve as Parliamentarian, 
using Roberts Rules of Order. 

Executive Board of Directors present 
were: Robert White, President; Dennis Col- 
lins, First Vice President; John Brown, 2nd 
Vice President; Brian Hollister, Treasurer; 
James Greenawalt, Secretary; and James 
Borden, Past President. There were fifteen 
Clubs represented as listed below: 

Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club, Bob 
White (for Geza Nagy); Dunham's Bay Fish 
and Game, Richard Johnson; Englishtown 
Benchrest Shooters, Bob White; 
Factoryville Sportsmen, Paul Ryan; 
Fairchance Sporstmen, Roye Lockemby; 
Guthsville Rod & Gun, Bob Lilly; York IWLA, 
Charles Kinard; Jefferson County IWLA, 
Bob Broyles; Mainville Sportsmen Club, 
Randy Fritz; Painted Post Field and Stream, 
Craig Baravelle; Pine Tree, Roger 
Oaksford; Salisbury, Ron Poisker; South 
Creek Rod & Gun, Jack Sutton; Sulphyr 
Springs Rifle and Pistol, Nick Yurchak; 
Union County Sportsmen, Rich Altemus. 

Dan Rassier made a motion to approve 
the minutes of the 1987 meeting and Erwin 
Shinkle seconded this. The motion was car- 
ried. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Measurement Committee 

The measurement committee consisted 
of Tony Margelewicz, Brian Rubright, and 
Don Gentner. Brian Rubright gave the re- 
port. There were seven new records set for 
the year. Anew committee was appointed 
for the year consisting of Michelle Sutton, 
Brian Rubright and Dan Rassier. 
Score Committee 

Randy Fritz gave the report. The Score 
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JANUARY 13-14, 1989 


Shooting Committee did a substantial 
amount of traveling to visit the new ranges 
as well as the old stand by clubs. This was 
done to see if all the ranges were following 
the rules and to be available to answer 
questions and offer help. Many improve- 
ments were noted, however, some incon- 
sistencies were being observed. The Score 
Committee feels that with the amount of 
shooters traveling to all the ranges, it is ben- 
eficial to the ranges and the shooters that all 
maintain a degree of consistency. The 
Score Committee reported problems gener- 
ated for the Score Shooter of the Year tal- 
lies by clubs delaying the submission of 
match reports. PRECISION SHOOTING 
has agreed to run status reports on Score 
Shooter of the Year, but with some clubs re- 
porting 4 and 5 weeks behind, itis an impos- 
sibility. This lack of reporting hurt not only 
the shooters standings but the credibility of 
the clubs. Gary Long conducted an informal 
survey regarding attaching mirage shields 
to the barrel and will be discussing this topic 
further at the directors meeting. Three IBS 
Score Shooters traveled to St. Louis, Mo. 
for the NBRSA Nationals. Informal discus- 
sions were held concerning the possibility of 
a joint Score Shooting Hall of Fame. A liai- 
son was establiished between the two com- 
mittees. 

Score Shooter of the Year Stats were 
shared by Bill Creasy. Bill stated that 234 
different people attended score matches at 
least once. Also top 20 patches were hand- 
ed out to the winners. The Score Shooter of 
the Year was Joe Gilbert of Maine. 

Jim Borden made the motion to keep the 
existing 3 members of the Score Committee 
for another term and Jeff Ely seconded the 
motion. The motion was carried. 
Championship Committee 

No report. 

A motion for a 20 minute break was made 
by Brian Hollister and seconded by Roger 
Oaksford. Motion carried. 

Meeting was called back to order at 
10:30 AM. 

Heavy Bench Committee 
No report was given since neither mem- 


ber of the committee was present. 

Seely Masker and Robert Demonstoy 
were renominated as members of the 
Heavy Bench Committee. A motion was 
made by Dan Rassier and seconded by Jim 
Greenawalt to reinstall Seely and Robert for 
another year. Motion carried. 

Varmint Committee 

Dan Rassier was in charge of the Group/ 
Score Shooter of the Year. He reported that 
there were 267 people in the program, and 
he handed out plaques to the top twenty 
and to the winner Bill Bailey. Dan Rassier 
not only handled all the stats for this award, 
he also furnished all the plaques AT HIS 
OWN EXPENSE. The IBS is thankful for 
Dan’s generosity. 

Dan Rassier reported that the temporary 
rule for handling protests worked extremely 
well and should be adopted when voted on 
later. 

Committee members consisted of Dan 
Rassier, Frank Zarney and Jeff Ely. Dan 
gave the report. Jim Borden made a motion 
to reinstall the varmint committee for anoth- 
er year and adding William Gebhardt as a 
member. Charles Kinard seconded it. Mo- 
tion was carried. 

Powder Puff Committee 

Edna Krauss and Cathy Rassier conduct- 
ed another successful Powder Puff at the 
1988 Championships. 

The powder puff committee for 1989 will 
be Edna Krauss, Cathy Rassier and 
Barbara Rubright. 

International Committee 

The International Committee consisted of 
Tony Margelewicz. Robert White gave a 
brief report. The IBS continues to provide 
Championship Patches, Match Pins and 
Keeper Plaques for the European HV and 
LV Championships. 

Agenda Items Review Committee 

Jim Borden, Dan Rassier and Bill Creasy 
reviewed the agenda items for this year’s 
meeting. Dan stated that all three people on 
the committee had to agree that an item 
submitted by a shooter for the agenda was 
inappropriate for the agenda for the item not 
to be included. If any one of the three felt the 
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item should be included, then it was includ- 
ed. 
Awards Committee 

John Brown gave the report concerning 
awards. He explained the problems with the 
patches. Our previous supplier was unable 
to continue to provide the one of a kind and 
the limited quantities of each style of Cham- 
pionship patch. John and others worked 
most of the Spring of last year to find anoth- 
er supplier. He finally had to order loom 
quantities of each major style of patch and 
have the class and year individually embroi- 
dered. 

The Rookie of the Year award, which is 
sponsored by PRECISION SHOOTING 
was won by Bob Sicina. Bob was not pres- 
ent so the plaque was subsequently 
shipped to him. 

Nominating Committee 

Last year’s nominating committee con- 
sisted of Jack Sutton and Brian Rubright. 
The winners of the election were Jim 
Borden for President and Jim Oliver for 2nd 
Vice President. Bob thanked all the people 
that ran for offices. 

Joan Borden gave the Recording Secre- 
tary’s report. 

Brian Hollister gave the Treasurer's re- 
port. 

A motion was made by Ray Silver and a 
second by Frank Zarney to take a lunch 
break. Motion was carried. 

Old Business — None. 

New Business — Dr. Louis Palmisano 
gave a report on range liability. 


Temporary Rules Passed at the 

1988 Annual Meeting 

1. Modify the last sentence of Section V, 
Paragraph G, Subparagraph 6 to read: 
To this measurement shall be added a 
penalty of one quarter minute of angle for 
each shot cross-fired. 

2. Modify Section III T1 ai) to include the fol- 
lowing: HV Grand Agg Winner to be 
known as memorial to all deceased 
Benchresters) 

3. Modify Ill C 6 to read as follows: 
Pre-registration for IBS Championships 
shall be required at least 30 days in ad- 
vance of the Championships. Prepay- 
ment of fees is not required. However a 
written declaration of intent to attend is 
required. There will be a mandatory late 


fore leaving the range on the day that the 
grievance arose and upon the payment 
of $10.00 appeal the decision by filing 
written notice with the Range Officer. 
The full written grievance must be mailed 
to the appropriate committee (Varmint, 
Score, or Heavy Bench) and postmarked 
within 48 hours of the tournament. The 
statement should include: 

1. Reason for appeal. 

2. Rule being broken. 

3. Names of Referees, Range Officer, 

Scorer, etc. where appropriate. 
4. Name of Competitor breaking the 
rule. 

5. Statement must be signed. 
The appropriate committee will investi- 
gate the appeal and forward all findings 
to the Executive Board. The Executive 
Board decision is final. If the appeal is 
sustained, the protest fee shall be re- 
turned. If the appeal is overruled, the fee 
will be forfeited to the IBS. 


. Add Paragraph W to Section Ill, Para- 


graph W toread as follows: All registered 
IBS Tournaments (Score and Group) 
must have an IBS Rulebook available at 
the range. 


. Modify Section Ill K by adding the follow- 


ing: The Official Score Bulletin shall list 
the names of the Referees and Official 
Scorer. 


. Add Paragraph 4 to Section Ill T as fol- 


lows: 

4) Rookie Award 
Any Group Shooting competitor that 
has two years or less experience in 
Group shooting competition shall be 
eligible to compete for the Rookie 
Award. The Benchrest Shooting All 
Stars Chairperson shall keep records 
based on achieving 1 point for each 
competitor beaten at registered tour- 
naments. Rookies need to be desig- 
nated in the match results (Official 
Score Bulletin). The Award will con- 
sist of a Keeper plaque paid for by 
PRECISION SHOOTING. 


. Light Varmint Class Restrictions. 


The agenda item to restrict the Light Var- 
mint Class to .240 or smaller was reject- 
ed at the 1/16/88 meeting with the stipu- 
lation that restrictions of the LV or SP 
class not be entertained on the agenda 
for the next three years.(1989/90/91) 


fee of $10.00 assessed for all registra- 
tions (written declaration of intent to at- 
tend) received after 30 days before the 
Championship. Should a pre-registered 
competitor pay the fees in advance and 
then be unable to attend, the total fees 
paid will be refunded. 

. Reword Section Ill J to read as follows: 
Any competitor in a registered tourna- 
ment who feels aggrieved at a decision 
of the Range Officer or referee may be- 
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Dan Rassier made a motion to accept all 
temporary rules and Jeff Ely seconded the 
motion. After discussion Dan Rassier 
amended the motion to delete the state- 
ment - The Benchrest Shooting All Stars 
Chairperson shall keep records based on 
achieving 1 point for each competitor beat- 
en at registered tournaments - from agenda 
item 7. 

The motion was carried. 


1989 AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Ratify or reject temporary changes 


made at the 1988 annual meeting. (Re- 
ported above). 


. Change the format of the annual meet- 


ing to include workshops, seminars, in- 
structional programs, etc. Jim Zeyn 
made a motion to accept agenda item 2 
and Dan Rassier seconded it. The mo- 
tion was accepted. 


. Execute a four year moratorium on all 


rule changes (during this moratorium 
the executive board will be able to 
make any rule changes it deems neces- 
sary in order to carry out the business 
of the corporation). Considerable dis- 
cussion was held concerning this item. 
Some believed that the power of the 
Executive Board was increased. It was 
explained by Past President Jim 
Borden that the Board already has the 
power that is called out in the Agenda 
Item. It was reiterated there to clarify 
that emergency situations can be han- 
dled during a Rules of Competition 
change moratorium. Members will be 
able to continue to participate in the An- 
nual Meeting and in fact have a broader 
opportunity to express their opinions 
and implement solutions to increase 
participation in the sport. Dan Rassier 
made a motion to accept with inclusion 
of Jan. 15, 1989 as the effective date. 
Second from Brian Rubright. The mo- 
tion was carried. 


. Adopt the following safety rule: All 


smoking is prohibited in any area that is 
used for communal loading at all IBS 
registered matches. Any violation of 
this safety rule will be grounds for auto- 
matic disqualification. Dan Rassier 
made a motion to table this agenda 
item to a committee until the next Annu- 
al Meeting with a second from Randy 
Fritz. 


. Adopt the follwing rule: All referees at 


all IBS registered matches must be IBS 
members in good standing. Bob Hart 
made a motion to accept the agenda 
item with a second from Dan Rassier. 
The motion was accepted. 


. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 


rule book #8, sec. Ill B, paragraph 2) to 
read: the host club shall forward to the 
headquarters of IBS, within four weeks 
of the tournament, all registration cards 
together with a registration fee of one 
dollar ($1.00) per day. Dan Rassier 
made a motion to accept the agenda 
item with a second from Gary MacPher- 
son. The motion was accepted. 


. Adopt the following change: Re-word 


rule book #8, Sec. IIIB, paragraph 2) to 

read: two dollars ($2.00) per day. Dan 

Rassier made a motion to accept the 
Continued on next page 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


Continued 


agenda item and Dave Kranch second- 
ed it. The motion was rejected. 

8. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 
rulebook #8, Sec. Ill C, paragraph 2) to 
read: A registration fee of fifteen dollars 
($15.00) for each days course of fire in 
championship tournaments is the maxi- 
mum fee approved. If both stages or 
two classes are fired in one day an addi- 
tional fee of seven dollars and fifty cents 
($7.50) may be charged. Host clubs of 
championship tournaments must pro- 
vide participation patches. Brian 
Rubright made a motion to accept this 
agenda item with a second from Dan 
Rassier. The motion was accepted. 

9. Adopt the following: All agenda items 
must be submitted to the agenda item 
committee no later than August 1, prior 
to the annual meeting. Craig Baravelle 
made a motion to accept the agenda 
item with a second from Brian Rubright. 
The motion was accepted. 

10. Adopt the following: All ranges holding 
a registered match must have an oper- 
ating telephone and a first aid kit on 
hand, in the event of an emergency, 
even if IBS must bear the expense. Ted 
Parreco made a motion to reject this 
agendaitem with a second from Jim Oli- 


ver. The motion was accepted to reject 
the agenda item. 

11. Complete the update of rulebook #8 by 
adding the IBS Bylaws starting with ar- 
ticle 1 page 31 thru Article XXI page 46 
of rulebook #7 after doing so dissolve 
all previous issues of the rulebook. IBS, 
at a fee, will make the updated rulebook 
available to all members and clubs. 
Edna Kraus made a motion to accept 
this agenda item with a second from 
Dan Rassier. The motion was accept- 
ed. A committee consisting of Dennis 
Collins, Dan Rassier and Roger Gower 
will do this. 

12. Adopt the following safety rule: At no 
time after the registered match has 
begun will any person, other than range 
personnel or referees be permitted 
down range until the days course of fire 
has been completed. Any person violat- 
ing this safety rule will be automatically 
disqualified. Jim Borden made a motion 
to accept this item with a modification 
to read (be permitted down range until 
that course of fire has been completed). 
Dan Rassier seconded it. The motion 
was accepted. 


Dan Rassier made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting and Edna Kraus accepted the mo- 
tion. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 
PM. 


THURMONT 


The Thurmont Conservation & Sportsmen’s Club (Thurmont, Maryland) will host several 
score shooting matches in 1989. They have added four more benches, and now have a ten 
bench firing line. A new loading area will hopefully be ready by mid summer. The club contact 


is Richard Pryor (301) 898-9141. 


DIRECTIONS TO RANGE: 


1.) From Frederick, Maryland: proceed north on US 15 seven miles to Old Frederick Road. 
Turn right here, and continue 4.6 miles to Hunt Club Road. Turn right here, and follow to 


range. 


2.) From Thurmont: proceed south on Md. 550, 6.5 miles to Lucey Road. Turn right, and 


follow to range. 
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1989 TENATIVE 
IBS VARMINT 
SHOOTING SCHEDULE 


April 2 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y. — 
100 Meter HV - 11 AM 


April 16 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y. — 
100 Meter HV - 11 AM 


April 29 — “Money Shoot” UNION COUNTY 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Weikert, Pa. — 100 
& 200 Yards, LV Sat 9 AM, HV Sun. 8:30 AM 


April 30 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y. — 
100 Meter HV, 11 AM 


May 6,7 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE & PIS- 
TOL CLUB, Jackson, N.J. — 100 & 200 
Yards, HB- N.J. Championship, 11 AM Satur- 
day, 10 AM Sunday 


May 13-14 — N.Y. Meter Championship & Super 
Shoot Warm-Up, PAINTED POST FIELD & 
STREAM, Painted Post, N.Y. — 100 & 200 
Meters, HB or LV & HV, 9 AM both days 


May 21 — Super Shoot Week 


June 3-4 -- |.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 & 200 
Yards SPT., HV - Sat. 9 AM, Sun. 8 AM 


June 10-11 — UNION COUNTY 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Weikert, Pa. — IBS 
200-300 Yard Championships - Sat. LV or HB 
8 AM, Sun. HV 8 AM 


June 17-18 — PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB, Johns- 
town, N.Y. — NYS Varmint Championship - 
100 & 200 Yards HV & LV, 8 AM both days 


July 1-2 — SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN CLUB, 
Fassett, Pa. — Pa. Varmint Championship - 
100 & 200 Yards HV & LV, 8 AM 


July 8-9 — DUNHAM'’S BAY FISH AND GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y — 
100 & 200 Yards, HB or LV & HV, 9 AM both 
days 

July 22-23 — CAMILLUS SPORTSMENS 
CLUB, Camillus, New York — The “Strange 
Duck” Invitational, 100 & 200 yards, LV or 
HB, plus HV, 9:00 am both days 


Aug. 12-13 — PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB, Johns- 


town, New York. Nationals warmup. HB or 
LV, & HV. 8 AM both days, HV in the AM. 


August 21 through 27 — IBS National Champi- 
onship Week 


Aug. 21-22 — PAINTED POST FIELD & 
STREAM, Painted Post, N.Y — 100 & 200 
Yard HB, 9 AM both days 


Aug. 23 — Travel day to South Creek 


Aug. 24-25-26-27 — SOUTH CREEK ROD & 
GUN CLUB, Fassett, Pa. — 100 & 200 Yards 
- Sporter, LV, HV - 8 AM each day - Warm-up 
if time permits 

Sept. 24 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y — 
“Memorial Match” - 100 Meter HV, 11 Am 
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Oct. 7-8 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE & PIS- 
TOL, Jackson, N.J. — NJ Varmint Champion- 
ship - 100 & 200 Yards HV & LV, 8 AM both 
days 

Oct. 21-22 — LEETOWN GUN CLUB I.W.L.A., 
Leetown, West Virginia — W. Va. Champion- 
ship - 100 Yards - Sat. LV AM, HV PM; Sun. 
HB AM; 8 AM both days 


1989 TENTATIVE 
IBS SCORE 
SHOOTING SCHEDULE 


April 2 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y — 
100 yard Hunter, 11 AM 


April 2 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


April 8 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint 
for Score, 11 AM 


April 9 — LEETOWN GUN CLUB, I.W.L.A., 
Leetown, West Virginia — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 10 AM 


April 9 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


April 16 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y — 
100 yard Hunter, 11 AM 


April 16 —1.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


April 23 — UNION COUNTY SPORSTMEN’S 
CLUB, Weikert, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Var- 
mint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


April 30 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y. — 
100 yard Hunter, 11 AM 


May 7 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


May 7 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland. 100 yard score match, 11 AM 


May 14 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


May 20 — |.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 

May 21 — GUTHSVILLE ROD & GUN CLUB, 
Guthsville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 

May 27 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 


— 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint 
for Score, 11 AM 


May 28 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 
Mainville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


May 28 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


PRECISION SHOOTING — APRIL, 1989 


June 3-4 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y. — 
NYS Score Championship - 100 & 200 yards - 
H, VH & Varmint for Score 


June 18 — GUTHSVILLE ROD & GUN CLUB, 
Guthsville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 10 AM 


June 18 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


June 24-25 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Mainville, Pa. - Pa. State Score Cham- 
pionships - 100 & 200 yards - H, VH & Varmint 
for Score - 10 AM both days 


July 2 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


July 9 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


July 15 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint 
for Score, 11 AM 


July 16 — |.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


July 23 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland — 200 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


July 29-30 — GUTHSVILLE ROD & GUN CLUB, 
Guthsville, Pa. — 100 yards both days - 2 day 
Agg. H, VH, Varmint for Score - 10 AM Sat., 9 
AM Sun. 


July 29-30 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — Maine State 
Championships - 100 & 200 yards - H, VH, 
Varmint for Score - 9 AM both days 


Aug. 5-6 — UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Weikert, Pa. — IBS 200-300 Yard 
Score Championships - H, VH, Varmint for 
Score - 200 yards Sat. 11 AM, 300 yards Sun. 
10 AM 


Aug. 12 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 300 yard Hunter, VH, Varmint for Score, 
11 AM 


Aug. 13 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


Aug. 19 — |.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 200 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 10 AM 


Aug. 20 — GUTHSVILLE ROD & GUN CLUB, 
Guthsville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Aug. 20 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


Sept. 3 — SULPHYR SPRINS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


Sept. 3 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Sept. 3 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


Sept. 10 — LEETOWN GUN CLUB |.W.L.A., 
Leetown, West Virginia — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 10 AM 


Sept. 16-17 —1.W.L.A., York, Pa. — IBS Nation- 
al Score Championships - 100 & 200 yards - 
H, VH, Varmint for Score - 8 Am both days 


Sept. 23 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 200 yards Hunter, VH, Varmint for Score, 
11 AM 


Sept. 24 — DUNHAM’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y - 
“Memorial Match” - 100 yard Hunter - 11 AM 


Sept. 24 — FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Factoryville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 1 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 
Mainville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 8 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


Oct. 14 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint 
for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 15 — I.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 22 — FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Factoryville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 29 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 


Mainville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Nov. 5 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland — 200 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
Office will not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
“Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
advance of your move. Write to Precision 
Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 
Ohio 44319. 

When giving your address please add your 
Zip Code number. 


49 


IBS ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 


NAME POINTS 


Bob Sicina 
Robert Griffin 
William Nemi 

W. Brian Nemi 
Vince Giamo 
Richard Beaudoin 
James Suslosky 
Russell Ahrens 
Ken Wood 

Mike Sicina 

Tom Lazot 
Richard Mcmore 
Edgar Ziliox 
William Fuchs 
Pete Steffan 
Robert Edwards 
Aubrey Warf 
Richard Janecezk 
Richard Johnson 


Bob Sicina 
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NEW JERSEY BENCHREST 


Dear Dave 

There have been some changes in the 
way that we will run our matches at Central 
Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club this year. 

| would appreciate it if you could find room 
somewhere in PS to squeeze this letter in, 
so that the shooters will know what we are 
doing, and why. 

| have to start off with the confirmation of 
what to many will be sad news. . . . there will 
be no more matches scheduled at the 
Englishtown Range. Englishtown will now 
fade into memories only; the range is up for 
sale ... and the owner wishes to retire. | 
have been with that club since its inception 
back in 1972. Except for a few of the Regis- 
tered matches. . . the turnouts were getting 
smaller, to the point that it was no longer 
worthwhile to attempt to hold further match- 
es. We were steadily losing money on the 
matches. Looking back, | have to feel that 
we were probably a little over-generous 
with the trophy budget, at least when it was 
compared to the number of shooters pres- 
ent for the match. 

Our other big expense was the cost of hir- 
ing target crews, range officers, statisti- 
cians, and a scorer. We had 50 charter 
members when the club was formed. Over 
the years that dwindled down to 8 or 10 ac- 
tive members, and the trick of it was to get 
all the active members to make an appear- 
ance at the same time. We did not own the 
range; rather we paid a set fee for each 
shooter for each day that we shot. 

About a half dozen of us built the roof over 
the firing line. | built the target frames for the 
registered matches, and others built the 
frames for the unregistered matches. 

| am going to ship the moving backer sys- 
tem (without the target frames) to Tony Hi- 
dalgo, one of our original members, who 
moved to Florida a few years ago. He lives 
near Miami now, and has found a rifle range 
near his home. He has now got the club to 
join the TCL hunter class league, and they 
are interested in the moving backer system. 
This will give them the potential to hold reg- 
istered matches for the varmint classes in 
the future (Editor: it is a shame that a state 
as large as Florida, and blessed with such 
great weather year round, is quite inactive in 
registered. . .or unregistered . . . matches). 

Allof the shoots that formerly were held at 
Englishtown will now be transferred to the 
Central Jersey Rifle and Pistol Club in Jack- 
son, New Jersey. This is a big club, with 
over 700 members, and the facilities for 
many different types of shooting . . . indoor 
pistol. . indoor rimfire . . .outdoor pistol. . . 
trap and skeet ... silhouette pistol (out- 
doors) ... big bore and rimfire (outdoors) 
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. and now, for the last four years, 
benchrest. 

The club was very generous in allocating 
money to build new shooting benches 
(which had to be movable), as well as acom- 
plete set of target frames, and a moving 
backer system. They ran electricity all the 
way out to the 300 yard line, and this alone 
cost several thousand dollars. | built the 
moving backer system, target frames, and 
the shooting benches, mostly by myself, 
with some help from the other half dozen 
benchrest shooters in the club. It would take 
a new set of target frames for us to be able 
to shoot 300 yard registered varmint match- 
es, and, due to some health problems, | am 
no longer capable of taking on that project. 

What | am trying to say here is that all the 
matches held to date at the Central Jersey 
Range have just about “broken even” with 
the turnouts that we have been getting. The 
club has been generous in paying good 
sums of money to get us started. All it would 
take is a few more shooters to get us into 
the profitable side of the ledger, and thus en- 
courage the club to continue. 

The May 6th and 7th match at Jackson 
will be the New Jersey state championship 
for the heavy bench class. Note that we will 
shoot heavy bench only, and will not hold a 
heavy varmint class, as was done at 
Englishtown. The starting time on Saturday 
will be 10:00 am, and on Sunday it will be 
11:00 am. We should finish up relatively 
early each day, with only six matches to deal 
with, and have the shooters “on the road” at 
a convenient hour. 

We are not going to hire target crews. If 
this works out, we may hold more “one day, 
one gun” registered matches. Dunhams 
Bay does this in their winter league, and 
they certainly have good, and enthusiastic 
turnouts [Editor: ditto for the many one day 
score shoots as well. The “one day, one 
gun” match. . . cheap (no motels, overnight 
travel). . .easy on the family (you've got Fri- 
day night, and all Saturday and Saturday 
night with the family) . . . and you’re invaria- 
bly “out of there”, and on the road home at 
an early hour . . . and easy on the sponsor- 
ingclub. . .has “made” score shooting pop- 
ular in the Northeast. Yes, you still need the 
half dozen or so weekend matches . . . but 
who the heck can be gone every weekend, 
for four or five months, to a different match, 
which takes up the entire weekend, EVERY 
weekend?] 

The other change that we may go to is 
having a money shoot, instead of trophies. 
The problem with trophy shoots is that the 
awards must be ordered in advance, let- 
tered, and dated. A small turnout of shoot- 


ers, and you find yourself looking at a loss. 
Sometimes, as the time for the match ap- 
proaches, you seem to feel that this is going 
to be a great match, dozens of shooters you 
know are coming, everyone is enthusiastic 
as all get out ... and here comes a cold, 
rainy, miserable weather system moving in 
on Friday. That’s something that you can’t 
control! 

We will once again hire crews for our Oc- 
tober match, because there will be two guns 
shot each day. The future of benchrest at 
the Central Jersey range may well hang in 
the balance, on the success of these two 
shoots. 

Geza J. Nagy 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
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James F. Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
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Jim Oliver 
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John Brown Jr. 
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Brian Hollister 
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102 Brandon Road 
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Joan Borden 
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Many times the subject of how to bring 
people into benchrest has been asked. 
Since Precision Shooting is the only popular 
magazine to give in-depth benchrest cover- 
age and most of its subscribers are already 
benchrest shooters, it is difficult to intro- 
duce benchrest to the public via our maga- 
zine. The only other atlernative is a public 
display (Editor: several of my friends were 
public displays ... on St. Patrick’s Day). A 
group of IBS members from Mainville decid- 
ed to do just that at the Early Bird Sport 
Expo at the Bloomsburg Fairgrounds. 

The Expo organizers, Tom and Marylou 
Austin, provided IBS with a free 8x10 area 
to promote benchrest. The booth displayed 
all forms of benchrest shooting, group, 
score, and 1,000 yard. All types and yard- 
age targets were displayed, as well as a 
short focal length scope mounted on a rifle. 
This enabled a person to view an actual 100 
yard target in just 44 inches. This scope was 


Chuck Loebsack and Roger Gower are “working the crowd.” Erwin is 


explaining the Reloading and Cleaning Area. 


SELLING BENCHREST 


by 
Bill Creasy 


donated to IBS for this purpose. The scope 
was a real hit with the general public. A car- 
tridge board was available depicting 
benchrest cartridges and the parent case 
from which they were formed (another hit 
with the public). Carl Lynn provided a chart 
showing the progression of how a bullet is 
made. Wally Hart provided a barrel cut open 
exposing the chamber and part of the rifling. 
Bill Gebhardt provided rests for the rifles. An 
actual reloading and cleaning area was set 
up exactly as used at a match. All rifles and 
equipment displayed were provided by the 
Mainville IBS group. 

Highlighted on a Pennsylvania Area Map 
were the 10 IBS Pennsylvania ranges. 
Given out to the general public was a printed 
handout asking pertinent hunting and accu- 
racy questions. Approximately 600 of these 
were handed out during the four days. At 
the bottom of the leaflet is the address of 
IBS so that interested persons can get an 


Overview of Benchrest, IBS, and Precision 
Shooting Magazine plus the address and di- 
rector of all IBS affiliated ranges. Approxi- 
mately 40 people requested this information 
at the show. 

This show ran for four days and the prob- 
lem of manning the booth became appar- 
ent. The Mainville IBS members who began 
this adventure put the word out that they 
needed man hours to talk benchrest to the 
people. Without any prodding fifteen mem- 
bers answered the call. This kind of re- 
sponse is encouraging. It indicates our 
members want to continue benchrest and 
are willing to work to help it grow. (Bravo!!) 

The IBS booth with signs and instructions 
is being stored at the Mainville Sportsman’s 
Club. If any IBS range or group of IBS mem- 
bers wish to use it, please contact IBS Pres- 
ident, Jim Borden, and arrangements will be 
made for you to pick it up. 


Mie ACCURAC 
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wr FOR SALE T 
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The old and the new ... Carl Lynn and Paul Creasy ... Which is 
which? 
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Carl Lynn “selling” our product as Jeanne Lynne listen in. Carl “shoot- 
ing”, Jeanne “coaching”. 
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CAN YOU ANSWER YES TO THE FOLLOWING: 


1. Was your woodchuck hunting grounds been posted “No 
Hunting"? 


2. Has your woodchuck hunting grounds been developed into a 
housing project? 


3 Has the deer herd gotten smaller in your area? 
4, Do you like to shoot high power rifles? 

5. Do you like to reload your own ammunition? 
6 


Would you like to shoot at 100 yards, 200 yards, 300 
yards, even 1000 yards? 


7. Are you interested in rifle accuracy? 


8. Would you be interested in a monthly magazine dealing 
with rifle accuracy and equipment? 


If your answer to any or all of these questions is yes, 
then why not try benchrest shooting? For further 
information contact: 


Joan Borden, Secretary International Benchrest Shooters 
RD 1, Box 244A 


Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
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Mainville Set-up Crew: Randall Fritz, Randy Fritz, Bill and Marty Creasy. 
Photographer Todd Fritz. 


IBS Booth ready for business. 


1.000 «d Tarcer (% age 
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Chuck Loebsack has “one”; Roger Gower has “one”; and Denny Collins 
is ordering lunch from Erwin Shinkle. 


Roger Gower holds another prospective IBS 
member’s attention. 
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Look at that crowd! Talk about busy! 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


i, a ee 
(___) IBS Membership and Precision Shooting Magazine — $30/year 


( ) Associate Membership — Must live in same household as a Regular Member — 
receives no magazine — $5.00/year 


(| _) Junior member — 17 and under — no magazine — $5.00/year 


( ) Overseas Membership — Includes Precision Shooting Magazine $42.50 in US Funds for Surface Mail 
$60.00 in US Funds for Air Mail 


( ) Life Membership — includes Precision Shooting Magazine — $300.00 in US Funds 


( ) Club Membership $37.50 for American Continents 
$42.50 Overseas (US Funds only) 


a 2 MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, R.D. #1 Box 244A, Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
ae Make checks payable to IBS. 
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CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
CAPITOL CITY K & P 
CENTRAL JERSEY R&P CLUB 


DUNHAMS BAY FISH & GAME CLUB, INC. 


ENGLISHTOWN BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
ASSOC, 

FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN CLUB 
FAIRCHANCE GUN CLUB 

Guthsville Rod & Gun Club 
1.W.L.A.-York 

JEFFERSON COUNTY I.W.L.A. 


JOHN PALMISANO MEMORIAL RANGE 
(COUNCIL CUP ,PA) 

KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE 

MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN CLUB 
MARKSMAN GUN CLUB 

ORIGINAL 100 YARD BENCHREST CLUB 
PAINTED POST FIELD AND STREAM 
PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB INC. 
PRAIRIE DOG TARGET CLUB 
SALISBURY ROD & GUN 

SNOW SHOE GUN CLUB 

SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN 

SULPHYR SPRINGS R&G 

THURMONT CONSERVATION CLUB 
TITUSVILE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 

UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN 


1BS CLUB LIST 
USA 


420 HAWLEY AVE CAMILLUS 
1? FOREST AVE AUGUSTA 
436 5. STH AVE. HIGHLANND PARK 
112 FEEDER ST. HUDSON FALLS 
8 NEW JERSEY AVE HOPATCHONG 
RDI {005 PHEASANT RD CLARKS SUMMIT 
RD#2 BOX 21 SMITHFIELD 
P.O. Box 1564 Orefield 
RD#4, Box 535 Red Lion 
905 RED BUD DRIVE, FOREST HILLS = MARTINSBURG 
ESTATES 
431 CONKLIN TOWN ROAD RINGWOOD 
7222 DALTON FOX LAKE ROAD NORTH LAWRENCE 
RD#3, BOX 572 BLOOMSBURG 
P.O. BOX 655 PERRY 
P.O. BOX 1413 WILLIAMSPORT 
P.Q. BOX 325 CORNING 
P.O. BOX 45 JOHNSTOWN 

PORCUPINE 
100 LLOYD STREET SALISBURY 
P.Q. BOX 125 KENAI 
RDHI LAWRENCEVILLE 
304 SOUTH MARKET STREET MUNCY 
11113 PUTNAM ROAD THURMINTK 
BOX 110 TITUSVILLE 
RD#! MILLMONT 

1BS CLUB LIST 


FOREIGN 


NY 
ME 
Nd 
NY 
Nd 


NJ 


GH 
PA 
OH 


13203 FEBS? HANK GONNELLA 
04330 = JUN88 JOE GILBERT 
08904 = MARS? GEZA NAGY 
12839 = MARB9 WALT HODGES 
07849 = APRE? BOB WHITE 
18411 FEB89 PAUL RYAN 
13478 = NOV89 ROY LECKENBY 
18069 FEBS? DAVID KERN 
17356 = feb90 CHARLES KINARD 
25401 APR&9 BOB BROYLES 


07456 = FEB90 DR LOU PALMISANO 
44666 — DECB9 GEORGE KELBLY 
17815 APR? RANDY FRITZ 
44081 MARIO 

17701 APREY SARAH MORGAN 
14830 = FEB89 CRAIG BARAVELLE 
12095 APR8? CHARLES CLARK 
57772 APR89 DON DECKERT 
21801 = NOVB89 RON POISKER 
99611 — JUNB9 

16929 = OCT 8? JACK DEMING 
17736 HARB? JOHN PFLEEGOR 
21788 = JAN90 RICHARD PRYOR 
16354 MAY89 LARRY SHEATS 
17845 —- DEC89 RICHARD ALTEMUS 


———_—___—_—_Sariname__._.... Street Address _-TLity State Zip Code _Jelephone Number  _ Country 


AVF.T.BLR. 


BENCHREST SHOOTERS OF CANADA 


DBRV 
PENTICTON SHOOTING SPORTS 
SELKIRK BENCHREST CLUB 


SPORT SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 


U.T.I.B.R. 


14 RUE DES SOLEIL NICE 06100 JEAN CLAUDE BRACON] FRANCE 

BOX 238 LEADER SA SON HO WAYNE MILLER CANADA 
SOLLINGE 1 HEIDEN 42R4 PETER HAMMERICH WEST GERMANY 
SITE 35 COMP 3. RR3 PENTICTON BC © 2A 7KB RON JOHNSTON CANADA 

10 PARK ROAD SELKIRK MA R14 0B3 MURRAY BENSON CANADA 

418 GLYBURN ROAD — ERINDALE 5066 BRENDAN ATKINSON AUSTRALIA 
VIA TINZONNI 4 BOLOGNA 40137 ITALY 

NOTE TO IBS 
CLUB CONTACTS 


The brief description of how to get to the 
Thurmont range, with an appropriate ac- 
companying map, in this issue is called to 
your attention. 

Want to get the same treatment for your 
club? No sweat, no charge. Draw us a rea- 
sonable map, write out basic instructions 
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how to get to your range, and send it along 
to the editor. 

If you don’t take advantage of the offer 
. .. your choice, but we will then start print- 
ing letters from lost shooters . . . lost while 
looking for your range. And we will not cen- 
sor out the more colorful opinions about 


your parentage, how you supplement your 
main income, and your striking resemblance 
to the southern end of anorthbound horse. 

Hey ... the price is right ... and the 
choice is yours! Don’t let me bully you, 
though ... 
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IN BORE CLEANERS IS NOW NUMBER ONE 
IN CLEANER/DEGREASER AND BR a Bec 6 
RUST PREVENTION. INC . 


Full Money Back Guarantee If Not Satisfied. ¥ : 
TOMPARE WITH THE | Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
rE ae 22 RF thru .375 calibers. 
Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 


SHOOTER’S 

CHOICE stress relief afterwards. 

QUALITY GUN CARE PRODUCTS ne GARY SCHNEIDER 
FOR QUALITY FIREARMS wee ve 12202 N. 62 PL. 

y H SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 


Venco Industries, Inc. endo es uA 
16770 Hilltop Park Place * Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 Uieielieisaal TEL. (602) 948-2525 


(216) 543-8808 


MONEY SHOOT 
UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
April 29 & 30th 


Sat. 29th L.V. 100/200 yds 9:00 AM 
Sun. 30th H.V. 100/200 yds 8:30 AM 
50% pay back — plus cash option 
warm ups or 3 min. sight in 


Camping - Meals - Shower’ - _ Loading Pavilion 
Covered Benches -_ Electric $2.00 per day 


PRE-REGISTRATION — It’s not necessary to send money with pre-registration 
FEE: $19.00 per day 


[lay Loe 


Name 

CL CSS a ee Send to: Linda Boop 
RD #2 Box 78 

City, State Mifflinburg, Pa. 17844 
(717) 966-3677 


Richard Altemus 


Zip 
(717) 524-4013 
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